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An  on-field  collision  during  USM's  1994  homecoming 
game  against  Samford  changed  Jamie  McPherson's 


life  forever.  But  from  all  of  the  strife,  he  found  a  ca 
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Presented  by 


HOMECOMING  GOLF  TOURNAMENT 
$10,000  CHECK  PRESENTATION 


WILL  MARTENS,  SHELL  FINISH  LINE, 
AND  SUSAN  HOLLANDSWORTH, 


USM  FOUNDATION. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  extends  its  gratitude  and 
appreciation  to  the  sponsors  and  participants 
of  the  2002  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 
Tournament.  This  tournament  marked  the 
fourth  year  with  major  corporate  sponsor- 
ship and  also  was  the  fourth  Alumni 
Association  tournament  to  be  played  at 
Canebrake  Golf  Club  in  Hattiesburg. 

The  tournament  featured  more  than  150 
golfers  and  58  sponsors.  The  participation  of 
both  players  and  sponsors  enabled  the  Alumni 
Association  to  once  again  make  a  contribution 
of  $10,000  (the  fourth  straight  year)  to  the 
USM  Foundation  to  help  endow  the  Legacy 
Scholarship  Fund,  a  scholarship  fund  that  will 
eventually  award  tuition  assistance  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Southern  Miss  alumni. 


As  has  been  stated  many  times  before,  there  has  never  been  a 

better  time  to  be  a  part  of  Southern  Miss.  The  success  of  the 

2002  Shell  Finish  Line/Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming 

Scholarship  Golf  Tournament  is  just  one  more  reason  why  it's 

great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle.  We  hope  to  see  you  next  year  for  our 

homecoming  tournament. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


1ST  PLACE  NET 

MICKEY  ANDERSON 
AARON  WILSON 

STEPHEN  KOE  NENN 
CHAD  BADEAUX 

2ND  PLACE  NET 

HERMAN  HERRIN 
LAYNE  HERRIN 
FRANK  GILLIAN 
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BOB  OLIFF 
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KEITH  RUFFIN 
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Ace  Rental  Center 

A  Corporate  Flair 

AmSouth  Bank 

Anderson  Decorating 

BancorpSouth 

Bean  Moving  &  Storage 

Buffet  Style  Pizza 

Cellone 

Chester  Fried  Chicken 

Citizen's  National  Bank 

Classic  Concepts 

Classique  Cuisine 

Coca-Cola 

Coldwell  Bankers 

Community  Bank 

DMCS  /  Source  Link 

Garfield's 

Grand  Bank  for  Savings 

Griffin  Insurance,  LLC 

Hancock  Bank 

Haverty's 

Hawthorne  Suites 

Hederman  Brothers 

Home  CPA 

J&L  Sales 

Las  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

Long  Distributors 

Magnolia  Travel 

Mike  Anderson  Seafood 

Oak  Grove  Package  Store 

0'  Charley's 

Outback  Steakhouse 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Pace  Oil  Company,  Inc. 

Parris  Jewelers 

Petrey  Novelty 

Purple  Parrot  Cafe 

Sakura  Japanese  Restaurant 

SalomonSmithBarney 

Servpro  of  Hattiesburg 

Shell  Oil  Company 

Shelter  Insurance  -  Joe  Bryant  and 

Greg  Robbins 

Shelter  Insurance  -  Mitch  Brant 

Southern  Beverage 
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ANIMAL  HOUSE 

A  collaborative  effort  between  Southern  Miss  and  the  Hattiesburg 
Zoo  will  facilitate  behavioral  research  on  30  prosimian  primates 
that  will  focus  on  mother-infant  interaction. 

EFFICIENCY,  EFFECTIVENESS  AND 
INNOVATION 

Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames  recently  introduced  a  new  academic 
structure  that  will  streamline  nine  existing  degree-granting 
colleges  into  five. 

PASS  THE  MIC 

As  he  enters  "semi-retirement,"  Phil  Snow  '59,  longtime  voice  of 
Auburn  athletics,  reflects  on  his  years  at  Southern  Miss,  his 
impressive  accomplishments  and  his  ambitious  plans  for  the  future. 

BLOOD,  SWEAT  AND  TURF 

The  1962  UPI  Small  College  National  Championship  football 
squad  recently  reunited  to  reminisce  about  their  team's  near- 
perfect  season. 

AN  UNCOMMON  MAN 

An  on-field  collision  during  USM's  1994  homecoming  game 
against  Samford  changed  Jamie  McPherson's  life  forever.  But 
from  all  of  the  strife,  he  found  a  calling. 

NORTHERN  EXPOSURE 

Dr.  Alan  Shiller  of  the  Department  of  Marine  Science  spent  the 
month  of  September  far  from  his  lab,  taking  water  samples  and 
fighting  fires  in  the  Yukon  wilderness  of  Alaska. 

BEANIES,  BLOOMERS  AND 
BELT  BUCKLES 

A  sampling  of  some  of  the  Archives'  most  treasured  items 
are  displayed  and  explained. 

LIVE  FROM  NEW  YORK 

International  tours,  Saturday  Might  Live,  Letterman — it's 

all  m  a  day's  work  for  renowned  musician  and  arranger 
Tom  "Bones"  Malone. 


FRONT  COVER:  Jamie  McPherson,  former  USM  defensive  end 
Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80 
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C-USASports.com 


Southern  Miss  is  a  proud 
member  of  Conference  USA. 


Make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your 
connection  with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your 
USM-bound  children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject 
to  University  guidelines),  entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership 
plaque,  and  helps  fund  programs  that  benefit  the  University  and 
the  Southern  Miss  community. 


"The  friends  and  relationships 
formed  while  in  school  at  usm 
have  been  a  continuous  support 
over  the  years.  this  institution 
has  provided  many  assets  to  me 
and  my  family.  it  has  been  a 
place  for  family  growth  in  the 
arts,  athletics  and  education, 
we  are  so  blessed  to  have  this 
fine  institution  in  our  community,  giving  to  us 
daily  in  so  many  ways.  let's  all  continue  to  give 
back  the  support  and  keep  usm  at  the  top." 


Roderick  d.  Woods  '52, 
retired  jewelry  store  owner 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

As  USMAA  Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce  completes  his  first  semester  of  work  on  his  master's  degree,  1  find  myself 
in  the  position  of  acting  director  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  the  second  time.  But  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  write  this  column. 

While  thinking  about  what  to  pen,  1  thought  about  our  Alumni  Association  motto:  "Tradition.  Pride.  Loyalty. 
Excellence."  Allow  me  a  point  of  personal  privilege  to  discuss  my  "tradition"  with  Southern  Miss. 

My  history  with  the  university  (then  Mississippi  Southern  College)  began  when  my  dad,  W.H.  "Bill"  Boyles, 
returned  to  Hattiesburg  after  World  War  II.  He  owned  two  dry  cleaning  establishments  here,  The  American  Dry 
Cleaners,  located  downtown,  and  The  College  Cleaners,  located  across  from  MSCs  campus.  My  dad  graduated 
with  a  degree  in  business  in  1952,  a  year  after  my  birth. 

Growing  up,  I  spent  many  hours  at  The  College  Cleaners;  my  mom  helped  my  dad  with  the  business  and  brought 
me  to  work  each  day  with  her.  It  was  at  The  College  Cleaners  that  I  got  my  first  introduction  to  the  university  My 
dad  picked  up  laundry  at  MSC  and  did  all  the  cleaning  for  the  football  department.  I  always  enjoyed  going  to  the 
athletic  dormitory  "The  Rock"  with  my  dad  and  meeting  the  players.  1  even  remember  the  time  that  then-trainer 
Jolly  Matthews  gave  me  a  pair  of  old  shoulder  pads.  I  am  sure  they  were  probably  broken,  and  the  fit  was  not  too 
good,  but  I  treasured  them  dearly. 

That  experience  began  my  relationship  with  Southern  Miss.  As  the  years  went  by,  my  love  for  the  university  grew 
with  each  football  or  basketball  game  I  attended.  Even  in  elementary  school,  when  I  would  play  sandlot  football, 
I  would  take  on  the  name  of  a  then-famous  MSC  quarterback  rather  than  a  more  famous  SEC  quarterback  of  that 
time.  (1  always  like  being  Don  Fuell  and  painted  his  number  on  my  T-shirt) 

We  moved  from  Hattiesburg  when  1  was  m  the  third  grade  and  did  not  return  until  the  middle  of  my  10th 
grade  year.  But  thanks  to  my  dad,  a  longtime  season  ticket  holder,  we  attended  as  many  games  as  we  could. 

On  my  return,  1  completed  my  education  at  Hattiesburg's  Blair  High  and  played  football  there  my  junior  and  sen- 
ior years.  Although  I  had  some  opportunities  to  play  at  a  higher  level,  Southern  Miss  was  in  my  blood.  I  decided 
to  forego  opportunities  at  other  colleges,  and  I  am  so  glad  I  did.  My  experience  at  USM  was  great!  I  received  a 
quality  education,  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  finest  faculty  and  staff  and,  most  importantly,  met  my  future 
wife,  Wanda  Evans  74  of  Magee. 

History  seems  to  repeat  itself.  My  son,  Bret,  was  born  during  my  senior  year  of  college,  in  1973.  Like  me,  Bret  also 
grew  up  being  a  part  of  the  university.  He  attended  his  first  home  football  game  when  he  was  6  weeks  old. 

In  1996,  as  Bret  was  completing  his  degree  at  Southern  Miss,  his  sister  Bethany  was  just  beginning  her  journey  at 
the  university.  Wanda  and  I  always  told  our  children  they  could  go  to  any  college  but  that  we  would  pay  their  way 
to  go  to  USM.  I  don't  think  there  was  ever  any  real  question  where  they  would  attend  college  because  Southern 
Miss  was  inbred  in  them. 

Traditions  must  start  sometime.  If  the  Southern  Miss  tradition  started  with  you,  make  sure  you  pass  it  on  to  your 
children,  so  that  they  in  turn  will  pass  the  tradition  onto  their  family. 

I  am  thankful  for  my  experience  with  Southern  Miss.  I  am  also  thankful  that  I  had  an  opportunity  to  return  to  my 
alma  mater  to  work  in  the  Alumni  Association  several  years  ago.  I  could  think  of  nothing  better. 

Thanks,  Dad,  for  instilling  in  me  the  Southern  Miss  tradition.  It  has  been  a  large  part  of  my  life.  Now  that  my  son 
is  married  (to  a  USM  alumna,  nonetheless)  maybe  I  can  start  instilling  this  tradition  in  the  next  generation  of  our 
family.  But  to  be  honest,  I  don't  think  my  son  will  have  any  problem  doing  that  on  his  own. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Mark  Boyles  73 
Acting  Director 
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Phonathon  Raises  Funds 

■  Calling  to  ask  alumni  to  support  their 
alma  mater  can  be  a  thankless  task,  but 
Annual  Fund  student  callers  agree  it  has  its 
rewards.  Through  their  efforts,  callers 
secured  pledges  in  excess  of  $40,000 
through  the  annual  fall  phonathon.  Callers 
are  now  preparing  for  the  spring  session. 

Each  year  the  USM  Foundation  sponsors  the  Annual  Fund 
Phonathon,  a  telemarketing  campaign  seeking  alumni  support  for 
various  academic  areas  of  the  university.  The  student  fund-raisers — 16 
callers  and  four  supervisors — are  all  currently  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  student  callers  really  get  excited  about  raising  funds  for  the 
various  departments,  especially  when  the  student  is  personally 
affiliated  with  the  department,"  said  Becky  Meadows,  assistant 
director  of  annual  giving.  "They  do  an  excellent  job  and  usually  have 
a  healthy  competition  going  between  them." 

The  annual  campaign  extends  from  September  to  April,  with  about 
a  month  devoted  to  each  college.  Calls  are  made  Monday  through 
Thursday  from  5:30  to  9  p.m.  Student  callers  are  rigorously  trained 
and  represent  some  of  the  brightest  students  at  Southern  Miss. 

"The  callers  seem  to  enjoy  talking  to  fellow  Golden  Eagles,"  said 
Meadows,  who  worked  as  a  caller  herself  while  a  student  at  USM. 
"The  vast  majority  of  our  alumni  are  receptive  to  the  callers,  even 
offering  advice  on  occasion." 

Last  September,  the  fall  phonathon  began  calling  alumni  of  Liberal 
Arts,  Gulf  Park  Campus,  Nursing,  and  Health  and  Human  Sciences 
to  seek  funding  for  college  and  departmental  needs  such  as  supplies 
and  equipment,  faculty  and  student  research,  and  scholarships. 

The  spring  phonathon  is  scheduled  for  January  13  through  April 
30  and  will  contact  alumni  from  the  College  of  The  Arts,  Business 
Administration,  Science  and  Technology,  Education  and  Psychology, 
and  2000-2001  graduates. 

Going  the  Extra  Mile 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year,  Pi 
Kappa  Phi  fraternity  brothers  from 
Southern  Miss  will  go  the  "extra  mile" 
to  raise  money  and  awareness  for  peo- 
ple with  disabilities  through  Push 
America,  a  national  outreach  project 
committed  to  promoting  a  greater 
understanding  of  people  with  disabilities. 

This  May,  Wade  Walker  '02  of  Gulfport  and  Chad  Langley  '02  of 
Hattiesburg  will  embark  on  the  16-day  Gear  Up  Florida  trip  with  30 
other  Pi  Kappas  from  universities  across  the  country.  The  team  will 
cycle  from  Miami  to  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  (860  miles).  Walker  said  he 
and  his  team  members  are  committed  to  raising  a  minimum  of 
$1,800  for  the  projects  and  programs  of  Push  America. 

Also  this  summer,  Southern  Miss  student  Jeff  Jernigan  of 
Vicksburg  will  participate  in  the  64-day  cycling  event  Journey  of 
Hope,  a  cross-country  ride  that  spans  from  San  Francisco  to 
Washington,  D.C.  Before  his  departure,  Jernigan  committed  to  rais- 
ing a  minimum  of  $5,500  for  the  trip. 

Anyone  interested  in  making  a  tax-deductible  donation  to  Push 
America  on  behalf  of  the  Southern  Miss  participants  should  contact 
Wade  Walker  at  (228)  324-3590,  (228)  896-8120  or  wadeowen- 
walker@msn.com. 
Photo:  From  left,  Wade  Walker,  Jeff  Jernigan  and  Chad  Langley  with  the  Special  Rollers. 


The  Votes  Are  In 


Cast  Your  Vole 


Which  Talon  masthead  do 
you  prefer? 


63% 


Masthead  1 


I]  36% 


Masthead  2 
FINAL  RESULTS:  787 


■  By  the  time  we  closed  the 
polls  on  New  Year's  Eve,  more 
than  780  votes  had  been  cast 
to  decide  The  Talon's  new  mast- 
head. An  overwhelming 
majority  of  alumni  and 
friends — 63  percent — selected 
masthead  1,  which  debuts  in 
this  issue.  Thanks  to  everyone 
who  voted! 


USM,  Choctaw  Tribe  Agree  to  Boost  Student 
Enrollment 


M  With  an  eye  on 
providing  more  col- 
lege graduates  for  an 
evolving  tribal  econo- 
my, the  Mississippi 
Band  of  Choctaw 
Indians  and  South- 
ern Miss  will  begin  to  work  together  to  boost  Choctaw  enrollment  at 
the  school. 

"We  want  our  young  people  to  attend  this  school,"  Chief 
Phillip  Martin  said  after  signing  a  proclamation  of  agreement 
with  President  Shelby  Thames  on  the  USM  campus.  "This  is  a 
high-quality  school  with  many  of  the  [programs]  we  could  use 
on  the  reservation." 

"We  pointed  out  to  the  chief  the  number  of  world-class  pro- 
grams we  have  at  USM,  and  he  was  excited  about  that,"  said 
Thames,  who  met  with  Martin  and  a  delegation  from  the  tribe. 
"We  are  delighted  to  have  Chief  Martin  on  campus,  and 
Southern  Miss  wants  to  be  of  service  to  him  and  his  people  any- 
way possible." 

Martin  said  that,  while  he  and  Thames  have  not  discussed 
specifics  of  how  to  increase  Choctaw  enrollment  at  USM,  "this  is 
a  good  concept  for  the  tribe."  He  invited  Thames  to  visit  the 
reservation  near  Philadelphia  to  discuss  specifics. 

"We  are  interested  in  working  with  anybody  who  is  going  to 
work  with  us  to  improve  our  social  and  economic  opportuni- 
ties," he  said. 

High  school  graduates  from  the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw 
Indians  can  attend  any  college  they  choose,  and  the  tribe  pays 
for  everything  not  covered  by  financial  aid. 

Jason  Grisham,  a  sport  administration  graduate  student,  is 
one  of  17  Choctaw  students  currently  enrolled  at  USM.  An 
agreement  between  the  university  and  the  tribe  to  boost  enroll- 
ment sounds  like  a  good  idea  to  him. 

"I  think  it  is  a  good  idea  if  it  focuses  on  the  areas  we  need  at 
home,"  he  said,  adding  that  the  changing  economy  on  the  reser- 
vation with  its  emphasis  on  recreation  and  leisure  activities  has 
presented  the  tribe  with  a  need  for  recreation  and  hospitality 
management  professionals. 

"It  would  help  to  just  get  the  information  about  USM  out  to 
the  high  school  students  on  the  reservation,"  Grisham  said. 
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WOMBAT  Research  Getting  Closer  to  Market 


B  David  Wertz's  WOMBAT  is  getting  closer  to 
coming  out  of  its  burrow. 

The  WOMBAT— the  Wertz  Oxidation 
Molecular  Bombardment  at  Ambient 
Temperature — reactor  has  been  the  Southern  Miss 
chemistry  professors  research  labor  of  love  since 
1994.  In  a  nutshell,  it  can  take  a  steady  diet  of  discard- 
ed automobile  tires  and,  through  Wertz's  patented  chemical  process, 
transform  them  into  a  powder  that  can  serve  as  a  low-polluting  fuel. 

The  journey  from  lab  to  market  has  been  a  challenging  one,  Wertz 
said.  "In  many  ways,  this  has  been  like  being  in  the  Army,"  he  said. 
"You  go  fast,  then  you  go  slow,  then  you  go  fast,  then  you  go  slow..." 
In  November,  Wertz  moved  a  step  closer  when  he  hosted  about  25 
industry,  government  and  environmental  representatives  for  a  meet- 
ing to  update  them  on  the  progress  of  his  research. 
And  there  was  substantial  progress  to  report. 
"Our  new  building,  a  1 ,200-square-foot  pilot  plant,  is  almost  com- 
plete," Wertz  said.  "We  should  be  in  production  not  very  long  after 
Christmas." 

Wertz's  pilot  plant,  located  in  north  Forrest  County  near  USM's  Van 
Hook  Golf  Course,  will  allow  him  enlarge  the  scope  of  his  work.  "We 


will  now  be  able  to  do  at  the  100-pound  level  what  we  were  doing  at 
the  1-pound  level  in  the  lab,"  he  said. 

By  producing  at  a  larger  scale,  Wertz  said  he  will  be  able  to 
encounter — and  solve — the  inevitable  problems  that  crop  up  on  the 
way  to  commercialized  mass  production. 

"We  are  eager  to  see  how  things  work  out  under  [the  pilot  plant] 
conditions,"  he  said.  "Any  time  you  scale  things  up,  you  are  going  to 
encounter  some  problems.  How  soon  we  get  into  commercialization 
depends  on  however  long  it  takes  to  work  out  the  problems." 

Already,  Wertz  said  he  has  turned  down  investment  offers.  The 
process  patents  are  held  by  USM  and,  through  the  Mississippi 
University  Research  Act,  Wertz  will  share  the  royalties  with  the  uni- 
versity. 

With  a  national  inventory  of  discarded  tires  numbering  well  into 
the  billions  and  landfills  no  longer  an  option  for  disposing  of  them, 
the  tire  industry  is  eagerly  awaiting  the  WOMBAT. 

"Disposing  of  junk  tires  is  very,  very  difficult,"  retired  tire  industry 
executive  Don  Olson  said  in  a  2000  article  on  the  process  in  the 
Jackson  Clarion-Ledger.  "[The  WOMBAT  reactor]  would  be  one  of 
the  greatest  inventions  that  has  come  down  the  pike.  The  tire  indus- 
try, I'm  sure,  would  be  happy." 


Dvorak  to  Head  Economic  Development  Activities 

■  Research  Vice  President  Angeline  Godwin 
Dvorak  will  assume  additional  responsibilities  for 
management  of  the  university's  expanding  initia- 
tives in  economic  development. 

President  Shelby  Thames  said  Dvorak's  title  as 
vrce  president  for  research  will  be  changed  to  vice 
president  for  research  and  economic  development. 
"I  am  delighted  to  accept  this  challenge  of  working  with  an  out- 
standing faculty  and  outreach  specialists,  and  with  state  and  local 
economic  development  officials  to  build  on  the  university's  outstand- 
ing record  of  accomplishment  in  this  area,"  said  Dvorak,  who  was 
hired  as  USM  research  vice  president  last  July  after  serving  as  chief 
executive  officer  and  president  of  Mississippi  Technology  Alliance 
and  the  Institute  for  Technology  Development  in  Jackson. 

The  university's  Department  of  Economic  Development,  unique  in 
Mississippi,  was  created  within  the  College  of  International  and 
Continuing  Education  in  1999  and,  according  to  a  recent  report  by 
the  International  Economic  Development  Council,  offers  the  only 
"full-fledged  economic  development  degree  program  in  the  nation." 
USM's  four-year-old  Ph.D.  program  in  international  development  had 
its  first  graduates  last  year.  The  programs  currently  enroll  25  under- 
graduate students,  27  master's  students  and  about  30  Ph.D.  students. 
In  addition,  plans  for  constructing  a  $10  million  National  Center  of 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development  Education,  Research  and 
Community  Service  at  the  Hattiesburg-based  university  are  well  underway 

Southerners  For  Sale 

Can't  find  your  copy  of  the  yearbook?  While  supplies  last,  The 
Southerner  is  offering  alumni  back  issues  of  yearbooks  at  a  discounted  price. 

The  back  stock  of  yearbooks  starts  with  the  1980  edition  and  includes 
copies  of  books  from  most  of  the  subsequent  years.  The  cost  is  $7  for  the 
first  book  ordered,  and  $5  for  each  additional  book.  This  price  includes 
shipping  and  handling. 

To  order  a  yearbook,  please  call  (601)  266-4398,  or  write  to  The 
Southerner,  Box  5067,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406. 


Public  Art  Project  Provides  Outlet  for 
At-Risk  Youth   


■  A  public  art  project  sponsored  jointly  by  the  School  of  Social 
Work  and  the  Mississippi  Arts  Commission  gives  at-risk  youth 
in  the  Hattiesburg  area  an  opportunity  for  creative  expression. 

Two  large  murals  created  through  the  project  are  currently 
housed  in  the  Social  Work  offices  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
The  murals  were  created  by  youth  in  the  Forrest  County  Youth 
Detention  Center  and  at  Robertson  Place  Apartments 
Community  Center,  and  are  an  extension  of  work  begun  by  the 
Family  Network  Partnership  to  involve  delinquent  youth  and  at- 
risk  youth  in  the  community  in  art  experiences.  Funding  comes 
from  the  Mississippi  Arts  Commission,  which  has  backed  the 
project  since  1996,  with  amounts  averaging  $12,500  per  year. 

"The  arts  offer  a  powerful  means  of  self-expression,  skill  devel- 
opment and  learning  how  to  live  in  the  community  to  kids  who 
have  been  offered  few  chances  in  life  and  are  surrounded  by  mul- 
tiple risk  factors,"  said  Dr.  Mike  Forster,  director  of  the  School  of 
Social  Work,  citing  poverty  academic  underachievement  and 
family  dysfunction,  among  others  issues  facing  these  youth. 

Other  art  projects,  under  the  supervision  of  FNP  art  program  coordi- 
nator Dan  Askew, 
include  iron  casts, 
paintings,  writing 
and  dance  taught 
by  community 
experts  in  these 
fields.  In  addition 
to  the  murals, 
another  art  project 
created  through  the 
program  is  a  cast 
iron  obelisk  at  the 
walking  track  across 
from  Robertson 
Place  Apartments  on  Katie  Avenue. 
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State's  Uninsured  Youth  Focus  of  Research  Project 

■  A  data  collection  project  to  develop  policy  and  program  options  to 
decrease  the  number  of  Mississippians  under  the  age  of  19  who  don't 
have  health  insurance  is  under  way  at  Southern  Miss. 

USMs  Center  for  Applied  Research  and  Evaluation  (CARE)  con- 
ducted a  statewide  telephone  survey  through  January  to  make  a  profile 
of  youth  who  are  uninsured.  The  center,  which  called  5,000  families 
across  the  state,  gathered  information  from  the  southern  region  of  the 
state,  including  those  in  Hancock,  Jackson,  Pearl  River,  Stone,  Harrison 
and  George  counties.  The  project  is  supported  by  the  Mississippi 
Division  of  Medicaid  and  the  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning. 

"The  State  Children's  Health  Insurance  Program  (SCHIP)  was  enact- 
ed in  1997  and  targets  low-income,  uninsured  children,"  said  Dr.  Joan 
Exline,  director  of  CARE.  "That  program,  along  with  traditional 
Medicaid  coverage,  has  been  a  great  help  in  providing  health  benefits 
to  children  in  Mississippi. 

"Officials  with  the  state  division  of  Medicaid  are  interested  in  ways 


to  go  the  next  step  and  further  expand  programs  to  reach  uninsured 
children  in  our  state.  To  do  that,  they  have  asked  CARE  to  conduct  a 
study  that  will  provide  them  with  meaningful  information  about  health 
insurance  and  health  benefits  for  children  so  that  they  can  develop  a 
plan  to  ensure  that  Mississippi  children  have  access  to  health  benefits." 

Exline  said  survey  questions  sought  information  about  health  insurance 
and  health  benefits  for  children  living  in  that  household.  "The  survey  is 
short  and  will  provide  very  important  information,  so  we  encourage  peo- 
ple to  take  the  time  to  answer  our  questions,"  she  said. 

CARE  was  developed  to  coordinate  and  conduct  research  intended 
to  improve  the  physical,  social  and  mental  health  of  the  population  in 
south  Mississippi.  CARE  functions  as  a  link  between  academia  and  the 
business  community  and  as  a  mechanism  to  facilitate  interdisciplinary 
research.  CARE  offers  services  in  the  following  areas:  telephone  survey 
research,  focus  groups,  program  evaluation,  statistical  analysis,  strate- 
gic planning,  and  workshops  and  training  programs. 
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College  of  International 
and  Continuing 
Education 


■  Characterizing  it  as  a  testi-  -^ 

mony  to  innovative  thinking 

and   entrepreneurial   spirit,  3 

the  university  broke  ground    ■ 

in  November  on  a  $7.9  million 

International  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Gov.  Ronnie  Musgrove,  President  Shelby  Thames  and  College 
Board  member  Bryce  Griffis  all  praised  the  center  for  the  global 
potential  it  will  provide  for  higher  education  in  Mississippi. 

Thames  said  the  new  building,  which  is  being  built  on  the  west 
side  of  campus  adjacent  to  the  Liberal  Arts  Building,  represents  inno- 
vation in  the  way  it  is  funded.  Half  of  the  cost  of  construction  was 
provided  by  the  programs  that  will  be  housed  in  the  building. 

The  five-story,  42,000-square-foot  facility  will  allow  College  of 
International  and  Continuing  Education  to  bring  under  one  roof  a 
wide  variety  of  academic,  programmatic  and  administrative  units, 
including  the  54-year-old  English  Language  Institute,  International 
Programs,  International  Student  Affairs,  Continuing  Education  and 
Distributive  Learning,  Department  of  Geography,  Department  of 
Economic  Development  and  Planning,  and  USMs  prestigious 
Honors  College. 

The  new  center  will  feature  a  modern  student  dining  facility  on  the 
ground  floor  with  a  unique  menu  and  "international  cafe"  ambiance, 
including  indoor  seating  and  an  outdoor  dining  area  with  umbrella 
tables.  The  new  building's  front  entrance  will  feature  a  three-dimen- 
sional globe  statue  and  other  trappings  clearly  identifying  the  build- 
ing as  a  center  of  international  education.  The  ground  floor  will 
house  a  large  lecture  hall  and  a  remote  sensing/geographical  informa- 
tion systems  (GIS)  laboratory. 

"The  new  International  Center  brings  a  lot  to  our  college  by  bring- 
ing all  of  the  units  together  and  raises  the  profile  of  USM's  commit- 
ments to  outreach,"  said  Dr.  Mark  Miller,  assistant  dean,  internation- 
al student  affairs/continuing  education.  "Southern  Miss  will  be 
extending  its  reach  around  the  community  and  the  world,  whether 
they  are  international  or  continuing  education  programs." 

CICE,  which  is  consistently  top-ranked  nationally  in  international 
education,  operates  the  popular  British  Studies  Program  and  15  to  25 
other  study-abroad  programs  involving  faculty  and  students  from 
across  campus.  HJB 


Music  for  the  Masses 

■  With  the  idea  of  allowing  music  to  be  an  ambassador,  the 
School    of   Music    recently   initiated    its    Gulf   Coast 
Ambassador  Series.  The  brainchild  of  Dr.  Jay  Dean,  music 
director  and  conductor  of  USM's  Symphony  Orchestra,  the 
series  brings  chamber  music  concerts  to  communities  along  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

Begun  in  October  2002  with  the  Italian  Chamber  Orchestra,  the 
series  has  also  featured  performances  by  the  USM  International 
Graduate  String  Quartet  and  the  USM  Southern  Chorale. 

According  to  Dean,  the  series  "was  a  way  that  we  could  reach  out 
through  music  and  build  friends  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  It  is  our  goal  to 
perform  free  chamber  music  concerts  annually  in  every  community  on 
the  Gulf  Coast.  We  want  to  let  each  community  know  that  we  want  to  be 
part  of  their  community,  and  we  want  them  to  be  part  of  ours.  We  want 
our  music  to  be  our  ambassador." 

For  more  information,  contact  Dean  at  (601)  266-4001,  or  Shelia 
White  of  the  Public  Relations  department  at  USMGC  at  (228)  865-4573. 

Gulf  Coast  Ambassador  Series  Calendar  of  Events 

(There  is  no  admission  to  the  following  events) 

February  18 

A  Tribute  to  Leontyne  Price 

Soprano  Maryann  Kyle  and 

USMGC  pianist  Theresa  Sanchez 

USM  Gulf  Park  auditorium  (Long  Beach)  /  7  p.m. 

March  28 

USM  International  Graduate  String  Quartet 

St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church 

140  East  Beach  Blvd.  (Pass  Christian)  /  7  p.m. 

April  1 

Salut  d' Amour 

Violinist  Alexandre  Brussilovsky  and 

USMGC  pianist  Theresa  Sanchez 

USM  Gulf  Park  auditorium  (Long  Beach)  /  7  p.m. 

April  8 

Seascapes 

A  multimedia  musical  tribute  to  the  Seven  Seas 

USM  College  of  Marine  Sciences 

Scott  Auditorium  (Biloxi)  /  7  p.m. 

May  6 

The  Stretto  String  Quartet 

First  Baptist  Church 

902  Live  Oak  Ave.  (Pascagoula)  /  7  p.m. 
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New  $6  Mil  Research  Program  Launches 

■  A  December  rib- 
bon-cutting and  open 
house  launched  a  $6 
million  geographical 
information  research 
program  and  data 
warehouse  at  the  Gulf 
Coast  Research  Labor- 
atory. 

The  university's  new 
Gulf  Coast  Geospatial 
Center  is  a  NASA-sup- 
ported project  to  merge  massive  data  sets  of  geographical  and 
other  information  into  a  repository  useful  to  USM  researchers, 
government  and  industry. 

The  geospatial  center  is  the  sixth  research  and  outreach  center 
the  College  of  Marine  Sciences  operates  across  the  Mississippi 
coast.  The  center's  early  efforts  will  focus  on  support  of  marine 
research  and  analyses,  and  will  provide  certified  training  in 
geospatial  tools  and  techniques. 

"Five  new  technical  personnel  have  joined  the  center's  staff  and 
an  additional  1 1  staff  members  from  GCRL  and  other  USM  oper- 
ations are  working  with  the  program,"  said  Dr.  William  E. 
Hawkins,  GCRL  executive  director.  "We  have  also  recruited  a  chief 
scientist  who  will  begin  work  with  the  geospatial  center  in 
January." 

The  4,000-square-foot  facility  includes  offices  for  personnel,  six 
workstations  for  USM  or  visiting  researchers,  and  two  offices  for 
longer-term  visiting  scientists.  In  the  nearby  Caylor  Building,  the 
geospatial  center  has  installed  a  new  computer  laboratory  that 
includes  26  work  stations,  each  complete  with  computer  and  a  full 
set  of  remote  sensing  and  GIS  (geographical  information  systems) 
software.  Hawkins  said  the  classroom  also  will  be  linked  to  the 
USM  interactive  video  network  in  the  near  future. 

"The  network  will  connect  the  classroom  to  USM  at  Hattiesburg 
and  from  there  to  unlimited  sites,"  Hawkins  said.  "We  will  be  able 
to  provide  training  to  our  students  and  workshop  participants, 
accessing  specialists  effectively  and  economically,  regardless  of 
where  their  home  base  is  located.  Other  institutions  and  agencies 
will  be  able  to  access  our  specialists,  and  offer  our  courses  to  their 
students." 

Hawkins  said  with  the  technology  now  in  place,  the  center  has 
started  acquiring  geospatial  data  that  will  serve  as  the  backbone 
for  the  database.  The  team  is  assembling  years  of  NASA  and 
unclassified  naval  data  from  satellite  remote  sensing,  data  gathered 
through  sensors  on  aircraft,  and  information  gathered  on  land  and 
sea  with  precision  positions  coordinated  through  the  Global 
Positioning  System. 

Hawkins  said  the  center's  first  objective  is  to  help  researchers  at 
USM  and  other  institutions  and  agencies  use  geospatial  data  in 
their  research  related  to  south  Mississippi,  especially  the  lower  six 
coastal  counties. 

"We  have  already  started  familiarizing  researchers,  including 
our  graduate  students,  with  the  potential  the  technology  presents 
for  scientific  investigation,"  Hawkins  said.  "We  are  finishing  up  a 
graduate-level  class  this  semester  that  provides  a  survey  of  remote 
sensing  and  GIS.  Our  second  class  will  be  on  remote  sensing  and 
GIS  applications." 

GCRL  is  headquarters  for  the  USM  College  of  Marine  Sciences, 
the  university's  provider  of  marine-related  research,  education  and 
public  service. 


Alum  to  Help  Profs  Develop  Companies 

■  Dr.  Ken  Malone  '91  is  on  a  mission — to  help 
Southern  Miss  professors  turn  their  research  into 
marketable  products  and  spur  the  creation  of  tech- 
nology-based companies  in  the  Hattiesburg  area. 

"A  fair  goal  is  that  we  want  to  see  the  start-up  of 
20  small  technology  businesses  in  the  Hattiesburg 
area  within  the  next  five  years,"  said  Malone, 
recently  hired  as  Southern  Miss'  new  director  of 
business  venture  development. 

"There  is  an  historical  divide  between  academia  and  the  business  com- 
munity," he  added.  "We're  trying  to  fill  the  gap  between.  It  is  truly  a 
unique  undertaking." 

Working  in  collaboration  with  Southern  Miss'  Department  of 
Economic  Development,  which  is  a  part  of  the  College  of  International 
and  Continuing  Education,  Malone  said  he  will  utilize  an  infrastructure 
already  in  place  to  help  professors  across  all  academic  disciplines  turn 
their  intellectual  properties  into  dollars  for  themselves  and  the  university: 

"I'm  going  to  assist  in  getting  technology  businesses  started  up  and 
running,"  said  Malone,  who  left  a  job  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  director  of 
planning  for  the  Additives  Division  of  the  $70  billion,  Pans-based  Atofina 
Chemicals,  Inc.,  to  return  to  Southern  Miss. 

"A  lot  of  professors  may  not  have  the  time  or  skills  to  develop  compa- 
nies," he  said.  "My  background  is  in  doing  that.  I'm  here  to  help  them  get 
companies  up  and  running.  It  will  take  good  marketing  work  to  deter- 
mine how  to  commercialize.  Southern  Miss  already  has  an  infrastructure 
in  place  and  this  will  fit  all  the  pieces  together." 

The  Beat  Goes  On 

H  A  casual  conversation 
between  an  alumna  and 
the  director  of  the  School 
of  Music   last  year  has 
developed  into  1PFAY  (I 
Pay    Fifty    a    Year),    a 
much-needed  endowment 
school. 

Spearheaded  by  Edna  Perkins  '52,  IPFAY  was  borne  out  of  a  simple 
concept:  ensure  the  future  of  the  School  of  Music  by  offenng  a  wav  for 
everyone  to  contribute.  Alumni  and  friends  can  pledge  a  minimum  of 
$50  per  year  for  five  years,  and  100  percent  of  all  proceeds  from  the 
IPFAY  Endowment  will  go  to  support  deserving  students  in  the  School 
of  Music. 

Since  October,  $4,000  has  been  raised;  the  school's  goal  is  to  estab- 
lish an  endowment  of  $250,000  in  the  next  five  years. 

"Most  music  students  who  graduated  from  USM  received  some  form 
of  financial  assistance,"  said  Charles  Elliott,  director  of  the  School  of 
Music.  "With  tuition  increasing  each  year,  such  assistance  becomes 
more  and  more  critical  and,  in  many  instances,  makes  the  difference  as 
to  whether  a  student  can  even  attend  USM.  We  are  asking  that  those 
who  have  attended  USM  remember  the  days  when  they  received  finan- 
cial aid — and  the  difference  it  made  in  their  lives — and  give  back  just  a 
little  to  make  it  possible  for  other  students  to  attend  USM." 

For  more  information  on  how  you  can  get  involved,  call  the  College 
of  The  Arts  at  (,600  266-4^84  or  the  School  of  Music  at  voOL  266- 
5543,  or  visit  www.arts.usm.edu,  P^ 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni  (iusin.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


FEBRUARY 


6  "Faces  of  Freedom  Summer" 

exhibition  opens 
Photographs  by  Herbert  Randall. 
Exhibit  ends  March  7. 
Free  admission. 
Call  (601)  266-5200  for  more 
information. 

USM  Museum  of  Art/ 10  a.m. -5 
p.m.  (Tues-Fri),  10  a.m. -4  p.m.  (Sat) 

6-7        Hattiesburg 

"Sixth  Annual  DuBard 
Symposium  Dyslexic  Children: 
Requirements  for  Success" 
Forrest  General  Hospital  Center 
for  Healthy  Living  /  Time  TBA 

13  A  musical  evening 

with  Metropolitan 
Opera  star  Roberta 
Peters  j 

Bennett  Auditorium/  '  tf  *■ '» 
7:30  p.m. 

20  "Key  Players"  featuring  USM 

wind  players  teamed  up  with 
piano  for  an  evening  of  Mozart 
and  Poulenc 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Auditorium/ 7:30  p.m. 


20  "Camerata  Concert:  Faculty  Artist 

Chamber  Music  Series" 
Call  the  Southern  Miss  Ticket 
Office  at  (601)  266-5418  for  tickets 
Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 

20-22     George  Feydeau's 
"A  Flea  in  Her  Ear" 
Presented  by  USM  Theatre.  Call 
the  Southern  Miss  Ticket  Office  at 
(601)  266-5418  for  tickets. 
Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  /  7:30  p.m. 

MARCH 


31 


APR! 


"Priceless  Musical 
Traditions" 

featuring  guest  pianist 
Kevin  Kenner 
Bennett  Auditorium/ 
7:30  p.m. 


27-30     "Dinner  with  Friends" 
by  Donald  Margulies 
Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 
ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.hartwig.html 
Gilbert  F.  Hartwig  Theatre  /  7:30  p.m. 
(2  p.m.  on  the  30th) 
Auditorium /8:00  a.m. 

31  Deadline  for  the  Leadership 

Studies  Program  offered  through 

the  College  of  Education  and 

Psychology 

(scheduled  for  June  15-20) 


Deadline  for  the  Summer  Gifted 
Studies  Program  offered  through 
the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  (scheduled  for  June 
22-27) 


24  "The  Winds  of  Tradition"  featuring 

the  internationally  renowned  USM 
Wind  Ensemble 

Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 
ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.bennett.html 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 


MAY 

3 

Mozart,  A  Musical  Treasure"               - 
featuring  the  Hattiesburg 
Choral  Union                                     * 

, 

"Mississippi,  The 

Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 

Birthplace  of 

ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.bennett.html 
Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 

America's  Music," 
featuring  Vasti 
Jackson,  the  Canton    1 
Spirituals,  Guy 

3-5 

Spring  Dance  Concert 

Hovis,  and  a  1,000-      i 

Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 

voice  chorus. 

ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.mannoni.html 

Order  tickets  online  at 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 

www.tickets.usm.edu 

Auditorium  /  7:30  p.rn.nett.html 

/tickdisc.  bennett.html 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  7:30  p.m. 

Reed  Green  Coliseum  / 
7:30  p.m. 

10 

"Something  Old, 

Something  New"                             5-14      Loire  Valley  and  Paris,  France 

Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 

"The  Art  and  Architecti 

re  of 

ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.mannoni.html 

France" 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 

Enjoy  guided  tours 

it 

Auditorium/ 7:30  p.m. 

in  the  Loire  Valley 

//! 

and  Paris.  For 

10-12, 

"Romeo  and  Juliet"  (perhaps  not 

details,  call 

/n\ 

23-27 

suitable  for  all  audiences) 

Continuing                 

Education  and         £_  r\  \£> 

Order  tickets  online  at  www.tick- 

ets.usm.edu/tickdisc.tatum.html 

Learning  (601)  266-4186  or  visit 

Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  /  7:30 

http://www.cice.usm. 

p.m.  (2  p.m.  on  the  27th) 

edu/ce/ilr/france. 

SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  Danforth  Chapel  was  built  in  1957,  thanks  in 
large  part  to  seed  money  donated  by  the 
owners  of  what  nationally  recognized  company? 

2.  The  Friendship  Oak,  located  on  the  campus  of 
USM  Gulf  Park  in  Long  Beach,  is  an  impressive 
50  feet  in  height  and  five-plus  feet  in  diameter. 
Approximately  how  old  is  the  tree? 

3.  What  was  the  first  athletic  conference  the 
school  joined? 

4.  Where  were  the  first  football  games  played? 


Answers  on  page  45 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 


Conxihcf  &veh££ 


PARTNERS  FOR  THE  ARTS 
AND  USM  DANCE 
PROGRAM 

presents 

world-renowned 
dancer/coreographer 
MARK  HAIM 

in  concert  Feb.  1,  2003 

THE  SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

presents 

Metropolitan  Opera  Star 

ROBERTA  PETERS 

in  concert  Feb.  13,  2003 


For  more  informa- 
tion about  the 
College  of  The 
Arts  or  to  view 
upcoming  events, 
visit  us  at 
www.arts.usm.edu. 

AA/EOE/ADAI  pps  «152  4/02 
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THE  TALON 


UPDATE 


MAKING  TRACKS 

An  Inside  Look  at  What's  Happening  in  Admissions 


Where  We  Get  'Em  From 

By  Mathew  A.  Cox 

Director  oj  Recruitment  Operations  &  Alumni  Liaison 

In  previous  articles,  I've  discussed  in  detail  the  size  and  quality  ol 
our  new  entering  freshmen  classes.  It  is  important  for  me  to 
know  that  you,  our  alumni,  supporters  and  friends,  realize  the 
caliber  of  students  we  constantly  strive  to  attract  to  Southern  Miss. 
After  all,  in  a  large  sense,  institutions  of  higher  learning  are  measured 
(appropriately,  I  think)  by  the  quality  of  students  they  attract  and 
subsequently  graduate.  With  this  in  mind,  I'd  like  to  address  an  issue 
that  I've  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  with  many  of  you  individual- 
ly at  various  alumni  chapter  functions,  over  the  phone,  or  via  e-mail 
conversations:  where  we  get  our  students  from. 

Students  are  attracted  to  Southern  Miss  (indeed  any  institution)  for 
numerous  reasons,  and  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
admissions/recruitment  office  to  understand  the  many  factors  that  play 
a  part  in  the  university's  ultimate  enrollment  outcome,  both  from  a 
quantity  and  quality  standpoint.  While  Southern  Miss  is  certainly  not 
a  small  state  or  regional  college — rather,  we  attract  students  from  all 
over  the  Southeast  and  United  States — we  still  must  make  choices 
regarding  physical  travel,  mail-outs,  phone  calls  and  programming, 
which  significantly  affects  students  in  Mississippi  and  our  region. 
Admittedly,  we'd  like  to  be  more  places  more  often,  but  our  job — and 
our  responsibility  to  this  university — is  to  monitor  our  market  posi- 
tion and  make  choices  accordingly.  Let's  face  it,  recruitment  is  about 
making  choices.  Choices  about  which  territories  and  schools  to  send 
recruiters  to,  where  to  spend  limited  postage  dollars,  how  to  allocate 
limited  scholarships,  and  how  much  follow  up  we  can  afford  on  stu- 
dents who  don't  show  much  initial  interest  in  USM. 

Particularly  in  the  last  three  years,  our  choices  in  Mississippi,  for 
example,  have  revolved  around  the  philosophy  that  we  would  rather 
be  "somewhere  all  of  the  time  rather  than  everywhere  some  of  the 
time."  Not  surprisingly,  we  are  strongest  on  our  "home  turf  of  south 
Mississippi,  where  46  of  our  top  50  feeder  high  schools  (those 
schools  from  which  we  enroll  the  most  students)  are  located  from  the 
Jackson  metro  area  south  to  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Additionally,  for  you  statistical  junkies,  our  ACT  test  score  infor- 
mation shows  comparative  data  relative  to  our  sister  institutions  in 
the  box  at  top  right. 

Based  on  the  above  data,  I've  chosen  to  spend  our  limited  resources 
in  areas  where  we  can  have  the  greatest  impact.  I  ask  you  all  to  assist 
our  recruitment  efforts  in  those  areas — both  in  and  out  of  state — that 
we  can't  get  to  as  much.  Additional  ACT  information  shows  that  out 
of  students  who  eventually  enroll  with  us,  only  30  percent  listed  us 
as  their  "first  choice  institution,"  which  compares  to  about  40  percent 
nationally  who  listed  the  institutions  they  enrolled  at  as  their  first 
choice.  Further,  40  percent  of  our  freshmen  never  had  ACT  test 
scores  sent  to  us  at  all — we  had  to  purchase  the  scores  ourselves  and 


Southeast  MS  (Hattiesburg  and  outlying 

counties)  with  ACT  test  takers  scoring  19-36 

56%  sent  scores  to  USM 

40%  sent  scores  to  MSU 

27%  sent  scores  to  UM 

Coast  (tri-county  MS  Gulf  Coast  area)  with 

ACT  test  takers  scoring  19-36 

38%  sent  scores  to  USM 

37%  sent  scores  to  MSU 

25%  sent  scores  to  UM 

Northeast  MS  (those  counties  around  MSU 

and  UM)  with  ACT  test  takers  scoring  19-36 

12%  sent  scores  to  USM 

54%  sent  scores  to  MSU 

51%  sent  scores  to  UM 

initiate  the  conversation — essentially  convincing  them  that  they 
needed  to  take  a  look  at  Southern  Miss.  You  might  ask,  "What's  the 
big  deal?  Don't  all  schools  have  to  recruit  that  40  percent  who  origi- 
nally had  no  interest?"  Some  schools  do;  the  schools  we  compete 
against,  however,  do  not.  That  is  to  say,  many  schools  in  our  region 
are  able  to  recruit  essentially  just  from  the  pool  of  students  who 
already  expressed  interest  in  their  institution.  I  dare  say  it  is  a  far  less 
challenging  endeavor  than  what  we  face  every  year. 

What  I  want  you  all  to  know  is  that  we  must  engage  in  more  cul- 
tivation of  interest  early  on.  We  must  cast  a  broader  net,  and  we  must 
do  it  strategically,  which  involves  making  choices  that  sometimes 
aren't  popular  with  all  of  our  constituencies.  By  virtue  of  the  fact  that 
you  are  reading  this  very  magazine  (and  this  article  m  particular),  j  ou 
hold  a  special  place  for  Southern  Miss  in  your  heart  and  an  intense 
interest  in  what  the  recruitment  efforts  of  our  institution  are.  The  rea- 
son why  we,  as  stakeholders  in  this  great  institution,  question  and 
comment  on  the  particulars  of  various  aspects  of  the  university,  from 
athletics  to  tine  arts  to  student  recruitment,  is  because  we  care.  And  1 
am  happy  to  address  this  important  area  of  concern. 

Let  me  know  it"  you  have  comments  or  suggestions 
(Mathew. Cox@usm.edu\  and  keep  those  prospective  student  refer- 
rals comintr  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com.  E3^ 
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FROM    HEARCHIVES 


The  Lucas  Legacy: 
In  The  Third  Place 


By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

Dr.  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  was  selected  to 
succeed  Dr.  William  David  McCain  as  presi- 
dent of  USM  by  a  six-member  search  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Institutions  of  Higher  Learning.  The  com- 
mittee was  chaired  by  board  member  Bobby 
L.  Chain  of  Hattiesburg.  According  to 
Chain*,  he  felt  from  the  outset  that  Lucas 
was  the  right  man  for  the  job.  Chain  had 
observed  him  at  both  USM  and  Delta  State 
University,  noting  the  progression  of  DSU 
under  Lucas'  tutelage  and  his  universal 
acceptance  by  faculty,  students,  and  the 
community.  And  after  polling  the  other 
members  of  the  committee,  Chain  learned 
that  they  shared  his  feelings  about  Lucas. 

Still,  there  remained  one  small  problem. 
No  college  or  university  president  in 
Mississippi  had  ever  been  transferred  from 
one  state  institution  to  another.  There  was 
no  policy  in  place  prohibiting  it.  It  simply 
had  never  been  done. 

Undeterred  by  that  possible  sticking  point, 
Cham  spoke  with  a  number  of  educational 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  (center) 
inaugurated  as  USM's 
sixth  president.  Leading 
the  processional  is  Dr. 
Blaine  Quarnstrom. 
(March  19,  1976) 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  supports  the  Golden 
Eagles  at  a  football  game.  (ca.  1985) 


leaders  and  found  them  favorably  disposed 
toward  Lucas.  When  asked  for  his  opinion, 
McCain  gave  Lucas  a  ringing  endorsement. 
"You  don't  have  a  choice,"  he  observed.  "Go 
ask  Aubrey  Lucas  if  he  will  take  it  [the  presi- 
dency]!" McCain  went  on  to  say  that  no  one 
he  had  ever  known  would  be  better  qualified 
for  the  position,  adding  that  if  the  committee 
wanted  what  was  best  for  USM,  they  would 
convince  Lucas  to  accept  the  job. 

When  Chain,  along  with  fellow  Board 
member  Red  Parker,  approached  Lucas,  his 
response  was,  "I  would  be  greatly  honored 
to  be  considered  for  the  presidency  of  USM, 
although  I  love  my  job  at  Delta  State.  If 
offered  the  job,  I  will  take  it."  Shortly  after 
that  meeting,  Lucas  was  unanimously  elect- 
ed USM's  sixth  president. 

Lucas  assumed  the  office  of  president  July 
1,  1975,  announcing  his  intention  to  make 
USM  a  distinguished  university,  and  for  21 
years  he  expended  considerable  time  and 
effort  toward  achieving  that  goal.  His  accom- 
plishments along  the  way  are  far  too  numer- 
ous to  cover  in  this  limited  space,  but  promi- 
nent among  them  are: 

•  achievement  of  national  accreditation  and 
re-accreditation  of  all  programs  in  the  uni- 


versity for  which  accreditation  was  available 

•  creation  of  the  Faculty  Senate  and  the 
Staff  Council 

•  formation  of  the  Teaching  and  Learning 
Resource  Center 

•  development  of  policies  and  procedures  for 
employment,  tenure,  and  promotion  of  faculty 

•  improvement   of  faculty  salaries   to   the 
highest  in  Mississippi 

•  establishment      of      the      Center      for 
International  Education 

•  creation  of  the  Polymer  Science  Institute 

•  assumption  of  the  administration  of  the 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 

•  reorganization  of  the  University's  10  col- 
leges and  schools  into  six  colleges 

•  creation  of  the  Institute  for  Learning  in 
Retirement 

•  affiliation     with     the     Metro     Athletic 
Conference  and  later  with  Conference  USA 

•  transition  from  the  quarter  calendar  to  the 
semester  calendar 

Additions    and    improvements    to    the 
Physical  Plant  during  the  Lucas  years  include: 

•  R.  C.  Cook  University  Union 

•  Speech  and  Hearing  Building 

•  expansion  of  M.  M.  Roberts  Stadium 

•  C.  W.  Woods  Art  Gallery 
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Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  and 
former  Alumni 
Director  Powell 
Ogletree  at  USM's 
75th  Anniversary 
celebration.  (1987) 


•  Bobby  L.  Cham  Technology  Center 

•  Shelby  E  Thames  Polymer  Science  Building 

•  Payne  Fitness  Center 

•  five-story  addition  to  Cook  Library 

•  funding  secured  for  new  Liberal  Arts  and 
Theatre  and  Dance  buildings 

Other  significant  milestones  were  USM's 
75th  anniversary  celebration  in  1987;  Miss 
Oseola  McCarty's  1995  donation  of 
$150,000  to  provide  scholarships  for 
deserving  students  (by  no  means  the  largest 
donation  ever  received,  but  undoubtedly, 
the  most  publicized  one);  and  the  increase  of 
minority  enrollment  at  USM  to  18  percent. 

On  August  29,  1995,  Lucas  shocked  the 
campus  community  by  announcing  his  inten- 
tion to  step  down  from  the  presidency,  effec- 
tive December  31,  1996.  His  reason  for  leav- 
ing was  simply  that  he  felt  it  was  time  for  a 
change — both  for  him  and  for  the  university. 


Left  to  right:  Sen.  Thad  Cochran,  Dr.  Aubrey 
Lucas,  Dr.  Shelby  Thames  and  Dr.  Gordon 
Nelson  discuss  $10  million  federal  grant  to 
build  the  Polymer  Science  facility.  (1986) 


He  was  succeeded  as  president  by  Dr. 
Horace  Weldon  Fleming  Jr.,  and  for  four 
years  Dr.  Lucas  enjoyed  his  role  as  president 
emeritus  and  also  taught  in  the  College  of 
Education  and  Psychology. 

Then  in  August  2001,  President  Fleming 
declined  to  accept  a  one-year  extension  of 
his  contract,  rather  than  the  customary  four 
years,  and  USM  found  itself  in  need  of  a  new 
president.  While  the  Board  of  Trustees  con- 
ducted a  search,  Lucas  agreed  to  return  to 
the  Dome  as  president,  serving  in  that 
capacity  from  September  2001  to  May 
2002,  when  the  current  president,  Dr. 
Shelby  F  Thames,  assumed  the  office. 

Oftentimes,  the  most  accurate  measure  of 
an  individual  exists  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  those  who  know  him  well.  That  being  the 
case,  it  seems  appropriate  to  share  the  opin- 
ions voiced  by  several  of  Dr.  Lucas'  friends 
and  associates,  in  their  own  words: 

•  J.  Ed  Morgan,  former  mayor  Hattiesburg: 
"He  has  indeed  left  an  indelible  imprint  on 
what  Hattiesburg  is  today  and  has  embel- 
lished our  future,  as  we  become  a  world- 
class  city"  (1996) 

•  Bobby  L.  Chain,  former  Hattiesburg 
mayor  and  Board  of  Trustees  member:  "He  is 
one  of  the  premier  educators  in  the  United 
States.  He  refined  the  university."  (1996) 

•  Evelyn  Candy,  former  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  Mississippi:  "He  has  served  with  great 
ability  and  dedication,  honor  and  integrity, 
and  his  leadership  is  recognized  in  our  state 
and  throughout  the  nation."  (1996') 

•  Sen.  Trent  Lott:  "The  university  today  is 
very  much  a  product  of  the  vision  of  Dr. 
Aubrey  Lucas."  (1996) 

•  Bud  Kirkpatrick,  former  director  of  pub- 
lic relations  and  assistant  to  the  president: 
"Dr.  Lucas  is  a  superb  educator — from 
teacher  to  administrator."  (2002) 

•  Dr.  William  Scarborough,  USM  history 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  in  front  of  the  Lucas 
Administration  Building,  (ca.  1992) 


professor:  "Lucas  was  everything  a  universi- 
ty president  should  strive  for."  (2002) 

Lucas  has  resumed  his  role  as  president 
emeritus,  but  what  are  his  plans  for  the 
future?  For  one  thing,  he'll  continue  to 
champion  the  cause  of  Southern  Miss, 
teaching  a  seminar  on  issues  in  higher  edu- 
cation and  assisting  with  fund-raising  efforts 
for  the  capital  campaign.  He  also  plans  to 
spend  more  time  with  his  eight  grandchil- 
dren and  work  on  his  cooking  skills. 

Look  for  "The  Lucas  Legacy:  Epilogue"  in 

the  next  issue  of  The  Talon.  PR 

V- 

To  be  continued... 


Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  (2nd  row,  2nd  from 
right)  and  USM  Orchestra  Director 
Dr.  Jay  Dean  (2nd  row,  far  right)  on 
an  educational  leadership  trip  to 
Paris  and  Versailles  in  preparation  of 
the  "Splendors  of  Versailles" 
exhibition.  (January  1998) 
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FOUNDATION  ^EWS 


New  Honor  Club  Members 

SINCE  LAST  ISSUE 


PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

J.  Harper  Davis 

Mary  Lois  Burkett 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  K.  Dunn* 2 

Dickie  and  Nancy  Dunaway 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Gulfport,  Miss. 

Jimmy  and  Frances  Garrett 

Fred  and  Jimmie  Hatten 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  John  M.  Guice 

Keith  and  Susan  Melancon 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Steve  and  Ann  Holifield 

Jimmy  and  Tasha  Payne 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Petal,  Miss. 

Bill  Hudson  Jr. 

Dr.  John  M.  &  Fern**  Pearson 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Longleaf  Kitchens,  Inc. 

Charles  and  Sharon  Rogers 
Columbia.  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Sandy  and  Archie  Norton 

Ralph  T.  Simmons 

Laurel,  Miss. 

Madison,  Miss. 

Nick  and  Gigi  Welch 

Eugene  and  Caroline  Owens 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Laurel,  Miss. 

Dr.  Kenneth  &  Regina  Williams 

Dr.  Conrad  Rowe** 

Collierville,  Tain. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Southern  Miss  Alumni 

HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Houston  Chapter 

Douglas  and  Kim  Wicks 

Houston,  Texas 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Drs.  Mark  &  Martha  Stevens 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Columbia,  Miss. 

Carl  and  Margaret  Alesio 

Robson  and  Melanie  Storey 

Schnectady,  N.Y. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Vernon  and  Lindell  Asper 

William  Banks  Taylor 

Diamondhead,  Miss. 

Lumberton,  Miss. 

Ann  Bowden-Hollis 

Walter  "Arno"  &  Annie  Ruth 

Ocean  Springs,  Miss. 

Vincent 

Mick  C.  Bullock 

Meridian,  Miss. 

Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Beulah  R.  Compton** 

*Multiple  Memberships  at  Level 

(Formerly  Hattiesburg,  Miss.) 

*  *Deceased 

Now  and  Forever  Gifts:  Thret 

By  Donna  McGuyer  '95 

Ever  wish  you  could  give  Southern  Miss  a  significant  gift  for  scholarships? 
Three  USM  families  found  a  way  to  make  that  dream  a  reality  last  fall  through 
a  gift  of  life  insurance.  By  donating  life  insurance  policies  to  the  university,  the 
Dunaway,  Payne  and  Williams  families  became  members  of  the  Honor  Club 
while  guaranteeing  their  endowments  will  one  day  be  funded. 

Richard  "Dickie"  and  Nancy  Dunaway 

Southern  Miss  football  and  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  is  a  winning  com- 
bination for  Dickie  and  Nancy  Dunaway.  The  Gulfport  couples  loyalty  to 
USM  and  their  support  of  their  community  inspired  them  to  establish  two 
endowments  this  fall  through  the  USM  Foundation. 

"These  endowments  are  our  way  of 
giving  back  to  our  community  and  to 
our  university,"  said  Dickie  Dunaway, 
the  founder  of  Dunaway  Glass,  Inc.  in 
Gulfport  and  the  first  Golden  Eagle 
punter  to  ever  receive  a  full  scholarship 
at  Southern  Miss.  "USM  has  been,  and 
is,  an  important  part  of  our  lives.  Nancy 
and  I  are  happy  we  can  contribute  in  this  way." 

Through  planned  giving,  the  Dunaways  have  designated  a  $500,000  life 
insurance  policy  to  be  divided  between  two  endowments:  the  Dickie 
Dunaway  Athletic  Football  Scholarship  and  the  Richard  "Dickie"  and  Nancy 
Hodges  Dunaway  Gulf  Coast  Scholarship.  When  fully  funded,  the  athletic 
scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  football  player  who  is  a  punter  on  the 
Southern  Miss  football  team,  while  the  Gulf  Coast  scholarship  will  be  available 
to  a  student  from  Harrison,  Hancock,  or  Jackson  counties  planning  to  attend 
one  of  the  USM  Gulf  Coast  campuses. 

"This  generous  gift  allows  our  great  university  the  opportunity  to  be  a 
world-class  institution  and  for  this,  we  are  extremely  grateful,"  said  President 
Shelby  F  Thames.  "Through  these  endowments,  the  Dunaways  are  providing 
lasting  financial  support  for  students  and  thereby  they  are  ensuring  the  future 
of  Southern  Miss." 

Providing  the  athletic  scholarship  holds  special  meaning  for  the  couple.  "I 
wanted  to  repay  the  university  in  some  small  way  for  allowing  me  the  oppor- 
tunity to  further  my  education,"  Dickie  said.  "The  punter  scholarship  is  in 
recognition  of  the  position  I  lettered  in  for  three  years." 

As  lifetime  residents  of  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  Dunaways  are  thrilled  by  USMs 
coastal  presence.  Nancy,  whose  hometown  is  Biloxi,  and  Dickie,  who  hails 
from  Gulfport,  have  deep  roots  in  the  tri-county  community  where  they  estab- 
lished their  home  and  business. 

Both  Nancy  and  Dickie  are  Southern  Miss  graduates.  Nancy  earned  a  cer- 
tificate in  secretarial  science  from  USM  in  1974,  and  Dickie  received  a  bach- 
elor's in  marketing  in  1969.  In  January,  Nancys  son,  Ryan  Lawrence,  entered 
USM,  becoming  the  fourth  generation  in  their  family  to  attend  Southern 
Miss. 

Jimmy  and  Tasha  Payne 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  a  third  generation  tradition  with 
the  Payne  family,  a  loyalty  that  will  extend  into  the  next  generation  if  Jimmy 
and  Tasha  Payne  have  anything  to  say  about  it.  Already  the  two  Southern 
Miss  alumni  are  instilling  Southern  Miss  pride  in  their  two  daughters, 
Hannah  and  Brooke.  They  are  also  ensuring  other  students  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  become  part  of  the  USM  family. 

The  Petal  couples  recent  gift  of  a  $  1  million  life  insurance  policy  to  the 
university  will  provide  scholarships  for  generations  to  come  in  two  areas  near 
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and  dear  to  Jimmy  and  Tashas  heart:  athletics  and  psycholo- 
gy. Designating  $500,000  to  each  area,  the  couple  will  endow 
the  Tasha  and  Jimmy  Payne  Athletic  Scholarship  and  the  Tasha 
and  Jimmy  Payne  Education  and  Psychology  Scholarship. 

"Tasha  and  Jimmy  are  truly  exceptional  young  people  who 
are  devoted  to  Southern  Miss,"  said  Thames.  "Their  very  signif- 
icant financial  contribution  speaks  loudly  and  clearly  that  the 
Payne  family  intends  to  be  part  of  the  generation  of  Southern 
Miss  alumni  who  will,  in  a  very  personal  way,  see  their  university  achieve  the  greatness  for  which  it 
is  destined." 

Ever  the  sports  enthusiast  and  a  physical  fitness  person  himself,  Jimmy  hopes  the  athletic  schol- 
arship will  encourage  talented  athletes  to  choose  Southern  Miss.  When  funded,  the  scholarships 
will  be  administered  through  the  Eagle  Club  at  Southern  Miss. 

Jimmy  earned  his  bachelors  degree  in  criminal  justice  in  1994  at  Southern  Miss  and  is  now  a 
captain  in  the  Mississippi  Army  National  Guard.  Tasha  received  her  bachelors  degree  in  psycholo- 
gy at  USM  last  August. 

Tashas  educational  experience  as  a  nontraditional  student,  returning  after  10  years  to  complete 
her  degree,  led  her  to  establish  the  psychology  scholarship  with  preference  given  for  female  psy- 
chology majors.  While  at  Southern  Miss,  she  worked  in  the  Neurological  and  Behavioral  Science 
Lab.  The  scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  freshman  that  enters  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology  with  a  high  school  GPA  of  2.8,  a  ranking  that  must  be  maintained  for  the  scholarship 
to  be  renewed. 

Dr.  Kenneth  and  Regina  Williams 

For  Dr.  Kenneth  Williams — son,  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  dentists  and  physicians — there 
was  never  a  question  his  future  would  hold  a  career  in  medicine.  It  was  just  something  he  wanted 
to  do.  His  summer  job  in  his  fathers  Moss  Point  dentistry  practice  confirmed  his  belief  that  help- 
ing others  is  his  calling. 

"We  are  here  for  a  purpose,"  said  Williams,  who  completed  his  bachelors  degree  in  biology  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1981,  then  earned  his  M.D.  in  1986  at  Meharry  Medical  College  in  Nashville. 
"While  we  are  here  on  earth,  our  purpose  is  to  do  the  best  we  can  to  try  to  elevate,  educate  and 
improve  our  generation." 

Fulfilling  this  purpose  has  been  a  guiding  force  in  Williams'  life.  His  wife,  Regina,  shares  his  phi- 
losophy as  the  two  work  together  in  their  Holly  Springs  medical  clinic  and  hospital  to  meet  the  needs 
of  those  who  might  otherwise  be  forced  to  travel  long  distances  for  health  care.  "It  may  not  sound 
like  much  to  you  or  me,  but  a  lot  of  people  don't  have  transportation,"  Williams  said.  "Without  these 
services,  many  would  suffer." 

"One  concern  I  have  as  a  physician  is  recruiting  people  to 
help  in  a  rural  setting,"  said  Williams,  noting  the  shortage  of 
African-American  doctors.  "Most  new  doctors  gravitate  toward 
the  city  or  large  population  areas.  There  is  a  particular  need  for 
physicians  that  are  interested  in  rural  areas." 

Last  fall,  Kenneth  and  Regina  Williams  established  an  annu- 
al scholarship  as  well  as  an  endowment  at  Southern  Miss  to 
encourage  minority  students  to  pursue  a  medical  career. 
Although  they  made  a  cash  pledge  gift  to  establish  the  Dr.  Kenneth  and  Regina  Williams  Pre-med 
Scholarship,  they  decided  to  guarantee  their  endowment  with  a  life  insurance  policy  for  $1  million. 
Williams  also  plans  to  offer  pre-med  students  opportunities  for  summer  employment  in  his  clinic 
and  hospital  through  externships. 

"The  Williams'  generosity  not  only  benefits  the  university  and  students  who  receive  the  scholar- 
ships but  also  countless  individuals  needing  health  care  in  the  future,"  said  Thames.  "This  gift  is 
truly  a  now  and  forever  gift  that  will  extend  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Williams'  compassion  into  future  gener- 
ations. We  are  truly  grateful  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Williams'  uncompromising  generosity." 

The  Williamses  reside  in  Collierville,  Tenn.,  near  Holly  Springs.  They  have  five  children:  Kelsey, 
Courtney,  Schuyler,  Parker  and  Kendall.  £t> 


Life  Insurance  Offers 
Flexible  Giving  Option 

Loyal  alumni,  friends  of  Southern  Miss, 
and  even  current  USM  students,  are  finding 
life  insurance  policies  to  be  an  affordable 
and  accessible  means  of  giving  a  gift  for  the 
future  to  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Although  funds  are  not  imme- 
diately available,  benefits  from  life  insur- 
ance allow  donors  to  ensure  they  will  leave 
an  educational  legacy. 

Life  insurance  ranks  among  the  most 
flexible  giving  options  of  our  planned  giving 
program,  which  include  bequests  through 
wills,  trust  arrangements,  gift  annuities  and 
life  estates.  A  gift  of  life  insurance  enables 
donors  to  give  much  larger  gifts  than  they 
might  otherwise  be  able  to  give,  especially 
for  young  donors  who  qualify  for  low  and 
affordable  premiums.  The  policy  becomes  a 
"guaranteed  will"  for  the  donor,  who  desig- 
nates what  department  or  college  the  pro- 
ceeds will  support. 

Through  universal  life  insurance  gifts, 
donors  pay  the  policy  premium  for  up  to 
10  years.  Where  the  USM  Foundation  is 
both  owner  and  beneficiary,  the  yearly 
donation  for  the  premium  is  tax  deductible. 
After  10  years,  the  cash  value  of  the  policy 
will  make  lifetime  payments.  If  a  currently 
owned  policy  is  transferred,  the  donor 
could  receive  a  full  tax  deduction  for  the 
cash  value  of  the  policy,  provided  the  USM 
Foundation  is  both  owner  and  beneficiary 

As  with  other  planned  gifts,  life  insur- 
ance gifts  qualify  for  membership  in  the 
USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  and  in  the 
Founders'  Society.  If  you  would  like  more 
information  about  life  insurance,  or  any  ot 
our   planned   giving   options,   please   call 

(601)  266-5481. 

—  Ben  Samel, 
associate  director  of  development,  planned  giving 


Is  Southern  Miss 
remembered  in  your  will? 

If  so,  let  us  know. 

We  would  like  to  add  your  name 

to  the  Founders'  Society. 

(601)  266-5602 
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Animal  House 


A  collaborative  effort  between  Southern  Miss  and  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo 
will  facilitate  behavioral  research  on  30  prosimian  primates — com- 
monly known  as  "bush  babies" — that  will  focus  on  mother-infant  interaction. 

Dr.  Sheree  Watson,  a  professor  of  comparative  psychology  at  USM, 
will  conduct  the  research  with  assistance  from  Southern  Miss  graduate 
and  undergraduate  students.  The  primates  were  brought  to  the  zoo 
more  than  a  month  ago  and  will  be  housed  there  while  the  zoo  seeks 
funding  for  a  permanent  exhibit. 

"Because  there  is  a  large  variation  in  the  quality  of  mother-infant 
interaction,  [the  research]  will  help  us  understand  some  of  the  ways 
parenting  practices  may  influence  development  of  human  children," 
Watson  said.  "Also,  by  learning  more  about  the  animal  itself,  and  how 
mother  bush  babies  rear  their  offspring,  it  puts  the  scientific  communi- 
ty in  better  position  to  promote  conservation  of  the  species." 

Watson  was  first  involved  in  research  with  the  primates  while  a  grad- 
uate student  at  the  University  of  Memphis.  The  colony  of  primates  orig- 
inated from  eight  bush  babies  provided  to  Watsons  research  professor 
at  Memphis,  Dr.  Jeanette  Ward,  through  a  grant  from  the  U.S.  Army. 
After  Ward  retired,  she  transferred  custody  of  the  primates  to  Watson 
for  further  research. 

"They've  generated  a  tremendous  amount  of  interest  among  our  stu- 
dents," Watson  said. 

Bush  babies  are  similar  in  appearance  to  monkeys  and  are  native  to 
east  Africa.  According  to  Watson,  the  scientific  name  "prosimian" 
means  before  the  apes.  "Even  though  they  are  true  pnmates,  they're 
more  primitive  than  monkeys,"  she  said. 

In  captivity,  bush  babies  have  lived  to  20  years  or  more.  The  pri- 
mates are  nocturnal,  with  the  males  living  in  large  home  ranges  in  the 
wild  that  overlap  those  of  female  bush  babies,  who  live  in  small  groups. 
The  primates  have  large  eyes,  long  tails  and  limbs,  are  known  for  being 


Dr.  Sheree  Watson,  a  USM  psychology  professor,  feeds  a  banana  to  Thelma,  one  of  30 
"bush  babies"  housed  at  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo.  Watson  and  USM  students  will  study 
mother-infant  interaction  in  the  colony  of  primates,  which  are  native  to  east  Africa. 

semi-solitary  and  nongregarious,  and  rely  on  olfactory  [scent]  commu- 
nication, Watson  said.  The  name  "bush  baby"  comes  from  the  sound 
they  make  that  has  been  compared  to  the  cry  of  a  human  child. 

The  cooperative  effort  between  USM  and  the  zoo  will  help  in  efforts 
to  gain  national  accreditation  for  the  facility,  said  Hattiesburg  Zoo 
Director  Lon  Banchero.  "Part  of  the  accreditation  process  is  [the 
American  Zoo  and  Aquarium  Association]  reviews  what  the  facility 
does  for  research,"  she  said. 

Banchero  and  members  of  the  Hattiesburg  Zoological  Society  are 
hoping  to  raise  about  $45,000  for  the  exhibit.  USM  has  donated 
$15,000  toward  the  effort,  according  to  Banchero  and  Watson. 

Research  on  the  primates  will  be  an  interdisciplinary  effort  between 
the  departments  of  psychology,  biology  and  anthropology  at  USM. 
Watson,  a  Biloxi  native,  is  currently  seeking  research  grants  to  help 
fund  her  work  with  the  primates.  She  has  previously  received  funding 
for  research  on  the  bush  babies  from  the  National  Science  Foundation. 

Angela  McGuire  of  Tupelo,  a  USM  psychology  graduate  student  assisting 
Watson,  said  the  bush  babies  provide  a  unique  opportunity  for  research. 

McGuire  also  has  become  fond  of  the  primates.  "They  kind  of  grow 
on  you,"  she  said.  53? 

-  David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 
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USM  GULF  COAST 


GULF  PARK  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

Plan  your  next  meeting,  conference,  training  workshop  or 
retreat  at  the  Gulf  Park  Conference  Center  on  the  beauti- 
ful Gulf  Park  Campus  where  our  services  are  tailored  to 
meet  your  group  needs. 

•  Meeting  Space  for  10  to  500  people 

•  59  Guest  Rooms  for  overnight  accommodations 

•  Azalea  Catering  providing  a  full-range  of  break  & 
meal  choices 

•  Professional  conference  center  staff  will  assist  you  in 
planing  every  detail. 

Call  today  to  reserve  your  space: 
228-865-4576  •  www.gp.usm.edu 
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When  Southern  Miss  students  could- 
n't find  the  information  they  wanted 
highlighting  research  and  other  scholarly 
activities  by  USM  undergraduates,  they 
decided  to  create  their  own  literary  win- 
dow to  the  world. 

The  end  result  ol  a  student-driven 
process  that  began  two  years  ago  was  the 
publication  in  fall  2002  of  a  new  36-page 
journal  called  Catalyst,  a  multidisciplmary 
review  of  undergraduate  scholarship  fea- 
turing research  articles  and  critical  com- 
mentary on  a  variety  of  topics. 

"Catalyst  is  a  living  demonstration  of 
innovation  at  work,"  said  Dr.  Angle 
Dvorak,  vice  president  for  research  and  economic  development,  whose 
office  provided  seed  money  for  the  project.  "These  students  came 
together  and  created  something  of  value  out  of  nothing." 

With  the  financial  help  and  encouragement  of  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  pres- 
ident for  student  affairs,  and  former  USM  Vice  President  Don  Cotten — 
as  well  as  that  of  USM  deans,  chairs  and  faculty  across  all  academic  dis- 
ciplines— two  students  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  Jessica  Neno  and  Jason 
Wilson,  began  formulating  plans  for  creating  a  student  journal. 
Working  through  Undergraduate  Research  Initiative,  founded  on  cam- 
pus in  1999,  and  the  Student  Government  Association,  headed  this 
year  by  Blake  Hamm  of  Soso,  they  began  recruiting  other  students  to 
write  articles  and  provide  staff  assistance. 

"In  the  beginning,  we  got  together  a  core  group  of  about  30  stu- 
dents— mostly  recruited  from  the  Honors  College  and  campus  leader- 
ship organizations — and  finally  ended  up  with  a  hard-working  group 
of  12,"  said  Neno,  a  senior  American  Studies  major  who  served  as  edi- 
tor of  the  publication. 

She  said  a  student-led  review  committee,  working  with  a  faculty 
advisory  board,  collected  nine  submitted  articles  for  the  journal  in 


February  2001  and  began  the  culling  process.  She  said  committee 
members  "chose  the  best  five  and  then  assigned  special  articles  to 
Catalyst  staff  members  to  be  written  on  the  Honors  College  and  cam- 
pus service-learning  opportunities. 

"We  wanted  to  make  sure  we  had  a  multi-disciplinary  approach.  We 
also  wanted  to  have  not  only  research  papers,  but  articles  of  critical  or 
contemporary  commentary,"  she  said,  noting  there's  also  a  large  section 
in  the  back  of  the  journal  devoted  to  external  and  internal  research 
resources  available  to  undergraduate  students. 

Wilson,  who  served  as  associate  editor  and  graphic  designer  for  the 
journal,  said  they  researched  what  other  institutions  were  doing  in  the 
area  of  undergraduate  research  and  scholarship,  and  studied  a  model  pro- 
gram in  existence  for  some  time  at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 
He  said  they  also  consulted  with  representatives  of  USM's  McNair  Scholars 
Program,  which  places  a  heavy  emphasis  on  student  research. 

"If  a  student  wants  to  be  competitive  in  getting  into  a  good  graduate 
school,  they  need  to  have  this  kind  of  experience,"  said  Wilson.  "They 
need  to  learn  how  to  write  a  research  paper,  how  to  work  an  internship) — 
put  themselves  academically  outside  the  classroom,  as  well  as  inside." 

Although  Neno  and  Wilson  will  graduate  this  spring,  they  said  plans 
already  are  under  way  to  make  Catalyst  an  annual  publication.  Neno 
said  Katherine  Anderson  of  Vicksburg  will  serve  as  the  new  editor. 
Articles  for  next  year's  journal  already  are  being  accepted. 

Neno,  who  attended  Mary  Montgomery  High  School  in  Mobile,  and 
Wilson,  who  was  a  student  at  Mobile's  Faith  Academy,  met  after  both 
became  students  in  the  USM  Honors  College.  Both  plan  to  pursue  grad- 
uate studies  following  their  graduation  this  spring — hopefully  at  the 
same  institution,  since  they  plan  to  marry  in  June. 

"1  plan  to  go  to  graduate  school  in  American  Studies,  and  Jason  is 
applying  for  MBA  programs,"  said  Jessica.  "We  will  move  to  wherever 
we  are  mutually  accepted."  J^ 

-  Phil  Hearn  '66,  '87 
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Efficiency,  Effectiveness 
and  Innovation 

Thames  introduces  new  academic  structure 


^\  r.  Shelby  E  Thames  announced  plans  in 
January  to  make  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  more  efficient  and  more 
effective  in  the  way  it  delivers  education  to  its 
students. 

The  new  academic  structure,  introduced  by 
Thames,  will  streamline  nine  existing  degree- 
granting  colleges  into  five.  "This  new 
university  structure  creates  five  robust  col- 
leges, which  hold  the  promise  of  improving 
academic,  administrative  and  budgetary  effec- 
tiveness at  Southern  Miss,  allowing  us  to 
better  serve  our  students,"  Thames  said. 

"The  realigned  structure  will  reap  an  imme- 
diate cost  reallocation  of  at  least  $1  million, 
and  possibly  twice  that  much.  Current  admin- 
istrative costs  will  be  reallocated  and  invested 
in  educating  our  students,"  he  said.  The  new 
structure  will  result  in  fewer  administrators 
and  more  faculty  members  in  the  classroom. 

The  current  degree-granting  colleges  are  the 
College  of  The  Arts,  College  of  Business 
Administration,  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology,  College  of  Health  and  Human 
Sciences,  College  of  International  and 
Continuing  Education,  College  of  Liberal  Arts, 
College  of  Nursing,  College  of  Marine 
Sciences  and  College  of  Science  and 
Technology.  "These  colleges  and  their  leaders 
have  served  our  students  well,"  Thames  said. 
"However,  this  realignment  should  energize 
each  of  us  to  reach  even  greater  heights." 

The  new  colleges  are  the  College  of  Arts  and 
Letters,  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development,  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology,  College  of  Health,  and  College  of 
Science  and  Technology. 

Restructuring  and  reallocation  do  not 
threaten  any  academic  program,  major  or 
field  of  study  at  the  university,  and  no 
tenured  faculty  positions  will  be  affected. 
Thames  said,  "By  restructuring,  we  minimize 
administration,  which  creates  the  opportuni- 
ty for  more  experienced  faculty  to  be  in  the 
classroom. 

"We  are  making  students  and  their  edu- 
cation our  first  priority,  and  giving  faculty 
new  opportunities  to  be  successful  in  their 
disciplines." 


This  academic  realignment  gives  the  univer- 
sity the  opportunity  to  create  new  synergistic 
opportunities  among  colleges,  allowing  faculty 
members  from  different  disciplines  to  collabo- 
rate more  easily  on  research  initiatives,  grant 
proposals  and  educational  instruction.  It  will 
also  allow  faculty  to  share  equipment,  facilities 
and  resources  more  efficiently. 

Enhanced  student  access  is  also  a  feature  of 
the  new  structure.  With  five  colleges,  stu- 
dents will  find  it  easier  to  access  their  colleges 
centralized  services.  Rather  than  a  central 
graduate  school  office,  each  college  will 
absorb  those  duties  to  assist  and  support 
graduate  students  within  their  college. 
Counseling  and  advisement  will  also  be  avail- 
able to  students  within  each  college,  allowing 
easier  and  faster  access  when  making 
inquiries  and  seeking  assistance. 

"This  restructuring  changes  the  way  we 
approach  education,"  Dr.  Thames  said.  "My 
goal  for  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  is  to  be  the  best — not  the  best 
compared  to  other  universities — but  to  be  the 
best  university  we  can  be;  to  be  a  world-class 
university  with  a  reputation  of  excellence 
comparable  to  none." 

"I  truly  believe  our  university  is  composed 
of  committed  people  who  believe  in  being  the 
best,"  he  said.  "We  can  change  Southern  Miss 
for  the  better,  making  us  a  recognized  leader 
in  education.  These  changes  bring  with  them 
opportunity — opportunity  for  success;  oppor- 
tunity that  will  be  embraced  by  those  who 
want  to  see  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  take  its  rightful  place  of  leadership 
and  distinction." 

The  College  of  Arts  and  Letters  will  consist 
of  art,  music,  and  theater  and  dance,  current- 
ly in  the  College  of  the  Arts;  interior  design 
and  fashion  merchandising,  currently  in  the 
College  of  Health  and  Human  Sciences;  and 
English,  history,  philosophy  and  religion,  for- 
eign languages  and  literature,  mass 
communication  and  journalism,  speech  com- 
munication, anthropology  and  sociology  and 
political  science,  currently  in  the  College  of 
Liberal  Arts. 

The  College  of  Business  and  Economic 
Development  will  consist  of  accounting  and 


President  Thames  announces  plans  to  make  the 
university  more  efficient  and  effective  in  the 
way  it  delivers  education  to  students. 

information  systems,  marketing  and  manage- 
ment and  economics,  finance  and 
international  business,  which  are  in  the  cur- 
rent College  of  Business  Administration; 
economic  development  and  planning,  which 
are  in  the  current  College  of  International  and 
Continuing  Education;  hospitality  manage- 
ment, which  is  in  the  current  College  of 
Health  and  Human  Sciences;  and  workforce 
training,  which  is  in  the  current  College  of 
Science  and  Technology. 

The  College  of  Education  and  Psychology 
will  consist  of  education  leadership  and 
research;  curriculum,  instruction  and  special 
education;  technology  education;  and  psy- 
chology, in  the  current  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology;  library  and  information  sci- 
ences, currently  in  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts; 
and  family  and  consumer  sciences  education; 
child  and  family  studies;  family  and  consumer 
studies;  early  intervention  and  marriage  and 
family  therapy,  in  the  current  College  of 
Health  and  Human  Sciences. 

The  College  of  Health  will  consist  of  nurs- 
ing, which  is  in  the  current  College  of 
Nursing;  community  health  sciences;  nutri- 
tion and  dietetics;  institutional  management; 
human  performance  and  recreation;  social 
work  and  human  nutrition,  which  are  in  the 
current  College  of  Health  and  Human 
Sciences;  medical  technology,  currently  in  the 
College  of  Science  and  Technology  and  speech 
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and  hearing  sciences,  which  is  in  the  current 
College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 

The  College  of  Science  and  Technology  will 
consist  of  biological  sciences,  chemistry  and 
biochemistry;  computer  science,  statistics,  and 
mathematics;  science  and  mathematics  educa- 
tion; engineering  technology;  polymers  and 
high  performance  materials;  physics  and 
astronomy;  coastal  sciences  and  geology,  which 
are  currently  in  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology;  criminal  justice,  which  is  current- 
ly in  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts;  marine  science, 
now  in  the  College  of  Marine  Sciences;  and 
geography,  currently  in  the  College  of 
International  and  Continuing  Education. 

The  nonacademic  programs  in  the  College 
of  International  and  Continuing  Education 
will  continue  to  operate  under  their  current 
structure  and  will  report  directly  to  the 
provosts.  The  Honors  College  and 
University  Libraries  will  also  function  in 
their  current  capacities. 

The  new  academic  structure  will  start  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  Fiscal  Year,  July  1 , 
2003.  Searches  for  deans  of  the  five  new  col- 
leges will  begin  shortly  and  will  be  led  by 
the  Hattiesburg  Provost,  Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  and 
the  Gulf  Coast  Provost,  Dr.  Tim  Hudson. 
"Current  deans,  along  with  professionals 
who  are  interested  in  the  positions  from 
both  in  and  outside  the  university,  are  wel- 
come to  apply,"  Grimes  said.  Search 
committees  will  be  composed  of  faculty, 
staff,  alumni  and  students.  C^> 
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Pass  the  Mic 

As  he  enters  "semi-retirement, "  Phil  Snow  '59,  longtime  voice  oj 

Auburn  athletics,  reflects  on  his  years  at  Southern  Miss,  his  impressive 

accomplishments  and  his  ambitious  plans  for  the  future. 

By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


For  38  years,  Phil  Snow  '59  has  been  a  mainstay  in  Auburn  athlet- 
ics. As  sports  director  for  WSFA  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  he  has  been 
a  trusted  source  Tiger  fans  have  turned  to  get  straight  facts  about  their 
basketball  and  football  squads. 

But  Snow  is  ready  for  a  change. 

The  Southern  Miss  grad  will  step  down  from  his  duties  as  sports 
director  at  WSFA,  the  station  where  he  has  broadcasted  scores  and 
game  highlights  to  sports  fans  throughout  Alabama.  Snow  admits  that 
even  though  he  is  "semi-retiring,"  Auburn  fans  will  not  be  left  out  in 
the  cold.  He  will  continue  to  do  his  weekly  football  show,  Auburn 
Football  Review,  which  he  has  done  for  more  than  25  years. 

"I  just  reached  a  point  where  I  didn't  want  to  do  regular  work,  but 
I  didn't  want  to  give  up  everything,"  Snow  said.  "So  I'll  continue  to  do 
the  football  review  shows  and  specials  and  see  how  that  goes." 

Sports  broadcasting  was  a  field  to  which  Snow  was  naturally  drawn. 
The  former  high  school  football  and  tennis  star  loved  sports  and  fol- 
lowed athletics  during  his  college  years  at  Southern  Miss.  "I  was  a 
member  of  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity,  where  Sam  Tusa  was  a  member  and 
a  big  player  for  the  football  team,"  he  said.  "He  always  took  care  of  us. 
1  have  some  really  special  memories  of  my  time  at  Southern  Miss. 
That's  where  I  met  my  future  wife,  Carolyn." 


Although  Snow  was  not  directly  involved  in  covering  Golden  Eagle 
athletics  during  his  college  years,  he  received  some  training  that  helped 
him  develop  his  journalistic  skills.  As  a  student,  he  worked  at  WBKH, 
a  Hattiesburg  radio  station,  as  a  top  40  disc  jockey  and  hosted  a  radio 
record  show.  Snow  also  started  doing  some  sports  coverage  for  the  local 
station.  After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  with  a  degree  in  journal- 
ism, Snow  landed  a  job  covering  sports  for  WKRG,  a  Mobile,  Ala.,  tel- 
evision station. 

Later  in  his  career,  when  he  began  working  in  Auburn  broadcasting, 
Snow  discovered  a  fellow  Golden  Eagle — former  quarterback  Doug 
Barfield,  who  was  Auburn's  head  football  coach.  Barfield  was  a  year 
ahead  of  Snow  at  Southern  Miss,  and  although  the  two  didn't  know  each 
other  in  college,  they  developed  a  friendship  through  their  association 
with  Auburn  football.  Snow  said  that  experience  added  to  the  fulfillment 
he  enjoyed  while  covering  Auburn  athletics. 

"I  guess  the  best  part  of  doing  the  Auburn  football  shows  and  sea- 
son reviews  has  been  the  chance  to  get  to  know  all  of  these  players  and 
coaches  and  to  make  some  really  good  friends,"  he  said.  "I've  gotten 
the  chance  to  become  very  close  to  about  five  football  coaches  and 
about  the  same  number  of  basketball  coaches.  You  get  to  know  these 
men  on  such  a  personal  level,  especially  in  the  early  years  when  we  did 
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a  lot  of  the  season  review  tapes  that  were  used 
to  recruit  players.  We  spent  a  lot  of  time 
together.  You  really  felt  like  part  of  the  team, 
and  I've  had  a  lot  of  good  times  over  the 
years." 

Not  only  has  Snow  developed  friendships 
throughout  the  years  covering  Auburn  athlet- 
ics, his  work  has  also  been  met  with  much 
success  and  acclaim.  He  is  an  elector  for  the 
Alabama  Sports  Hall  of  Fame,  host  of  the 
Alabama  High  School  Hall  of  Fame,  and  a 
Heisman  trophy  elector.  He  also  received  the 
International  Special  Olympics  broadcasters 
award  for  his  work  with  the  George  Lindsey 
Celebrity  weekend,  which  is  more  than  17 
years  old  and  has  raised  $1.5  million  for  the 
Alabama  Special  Olympics  program. 

Besides  receiving  accolades  for  his  work, 
Snow  also  receives  much  respect  from  those 
who  know  and  work  with  him.  "Phil  Snow  is 
the  epitome  of  the  words  'class'  and  'profes- 
sionalism,'" said  David  Housel,  Auburn's  ath- 
letic director.  "And,  on  top  of  that,  he  is  an  out- 
standing human  being,  a  man  who  goes  about 
trying  to  make  the  world  a  bit  better,  wherever 
he  is.  As  a  professional,  he  walked  the  tight  line 
of  being  an  objective  sports  director  and,  at  the 
same  time,  host  of  a  coach's  TV  show.  He  did 
both  jobs  well,  and  his  professional  perspective 
toward  Auburn  and  toward  our  competitors 


was  never  affected  by  his  host  role."  Housel 
also  said  the  Southern  Miss  grad  "exhibits  all  of 
the  qualities  a  journalist  and  human  being 
should  have,"  adding  that  USM  is  very  lucky  to 
be  associated  with  such  a  distinguished  man  of 
integrity. 


"Phil  Snow  is 
the  epitome  of  the 
words  'class'  and 
'professionalism, 


in 


— David  Housel, 

athletic  director,  Auburn  University 


Although  Snow  is  now  semi-retired,  he  has 
new  goals  he'd  like  to  accomplish.  "As  my 
father-in-law  says,  I'm  going  to  piddle 
around,'"  Snow  said.  "I'm  going  to  continue 
with  the  Auburn  football  show  because  I  don't 
want  to  give  everything  up,  and  I'm  going  to 
see  how  that  goes.  I  want  to  write  a  book.  I  guess 
that's  the  dream  of  every  journalist — to  write  a 
book — but  I  want  to  do  a  book  about  all  the 


coaches  that  I've  been  associated  with  at  Auburn 
and  all  the  good  times  that  I've  had.  1  want  to 
give  that  a  try.  Also,  I  want  to  help  my  wife,  who 
is  in  charge  of  estate  sales  in  Alabama.  There's  a 
lot  of  advance  work  that  goes  into  the  planning 
of  that,  and  1  would  like  to  help  her. "  Snow  said 
he  also  plans  to  be  a  spokesman  for  two  or  three 
companies  in  Alabama. 

Additionally,  he  is  going  to  continue  enjoy- 
ing his  favorite  pastime — bird  watching.  The 
Snows  have  been  avid  bird  watchers  for  years, 
and  the  couple  has  given  backyard  bird  pro- 
grams around  the  state.  Carolyn  Snow  is  a 
past  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Alabama 
Ornithological  Society.  The  Snows  are  also 
members  of  the  Friends  of  Dauphin  Island 
Audubon  Sanctuary,  an  organization  dedicat- 
ed to  saving  wildlife  on  the  island,  and  Phil 
has  promoted  agricultural  and  conservation 
programs  throughout  the  state  of  Alabama. 

It  seems  as  though  this  five-time  Alabama 
Sportscaster  of  the  Year  isn't  planning  on 
slowing  down  any  time  soon.  "I'm  still  pretty 
busy,  but  I  really  enjoy  it,"  Snow  said.  "I  know 
some  people  go  hot  and  cold  on  the  topic  of 
retirement,  especially  anyone  who  really 
loved  [his]  work.  And  I  really  loved  what  1 
did.  Still,  you  can't  be  afraid  of  change,  and  if 
I  get  bored,  I'll  just  go  out  and  get  a  job    H£ 
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62  SQUAD  REUNITES, 
RECALLS  NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP  SEASON 

By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 

In  1962,  a  group  of  tenacious, 
talented  young  men  led  their 
squad  to  a  9-1  record  and 
were  named  UPI  Small 
College  National  Champions. 
The  team's  chapter  in  the 
history  of  Southern  Miss 
athletics  speaks  volumes 
about  the  quality  athletic 
program  that  has  defined 
Golden  Eagle  sports  to  the 
nation.  This  is  their  story. 


Head  football  coach  Thad  "Pie" 
Vanns  squad — then  known  as  the 
Southerners — opened  the  season 
ranked  No.  2  in  the  UPI  college 
division  poll,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  undefeated  1958  squad  that 
had  previously  captured  the  title.  The 
Southerners  started  out  the  season  strong, 
with  four  straight  victories  over  Arlington 
State  (28-7),  Richmond  (29-8),  Southwestern 
Louisiana  (29-0)  and  a  triumphant  win  over 
Chattanooga  (31-13),  which  marked  Vanns 
100th  win  as  head  coach.  However,  despite 
the  teams  early  success,  the  Southerners  did 
not  move  up  in  the  rankings. 

While  the  players  breezed  through  their 
first  opponents,  their  next  adversary  would 
challenge  them  like  no  one  else  that  season. 
The  Southerners  met  Memphis  State,  whose 
record  was  3-1,  at  Crump  Stadium  on  a  drea- 
ry, rainy  afternoon.  The  downpour  began 
before  kickoff  and  continued  through  most  of 
the  game,  causing  sloppy  field  conditions 
that  further  crippled  the  Southerners,  which 
already  had  several  key  injuries.  In  the  final 
minutes  of  the  game,  the  Southerners  scored 
a  touchdown  when  fullback  George  Sekul  '69 
(cousin  of  quarterback  George  Sekul  '59,  '61 
of  the  1958  championship  team)  dove  over 
the  Memphis  goal  line  on  a  fourth  down  to 
close  in  on  the  Tigers  8-6. 

The  Southerners  went  for  a  two-point 
conversion  to  tie  the  score.  Halfback  Jimmy 
Havard  '63,  74  took  the  pass  from  Billy 
Coleman  '64  and  headed  for  the  end  zone 
when  he  was  met  by  three  Memphis 
defenders  at  the  goal  line.  Spectators  and 
players  alike  were  certain  that  Havard  had 


scored,  but  the  officials  disagreed.  They 
said  Havard  was  stopped  short  of  the  goal, 
even  though  the  game  films  later  clearly 
showed  that  Havard  had  broken  the  plane 
of  the  end  zone  before  he  was  hit  and 
pushed  back.  As  a  result  of  the  controver- 
sial call,  the  Southerners  were  defeated  by 
the  Tiger  and  dropped  to  4-1  and  a  No.  3 
ranking  in  the  polls. 

Bouncing  back 

But  the  Southerners  regrouped  with  a 
vengeance,  and  many  teams  fell  victim  to  the 
renewed  determination  that  was  felt  in  the 
MSC  camp.  North  Carolina  State  was  the 
unfortunate  victim  to  face  a  pack  of  deter- 
mined Southerners  committed  to  bouncing 
back  from  a  disheartening  loss.  Larry 
Hancock  '65,  who  played  guard,  linebacker 
and  center  for  MSC,  said  the  Wolf  Pack  ran 
right  into  a  "hornet's  nest"  of  angry  football 
players,  and  the  30-0  MSC  victory  was  a 
major  boost  for  the  team.  "That  was  a  big  win 
for  us,"  Hancock  said.  "They  were  a  good 
club,  and  we  respected  them  a  great  deal.  But 
we  whipped  them  pretty  good." 

The  Southerners  went  on  to  chalk  up 
wins  over  Abilene  Christian  (30-0)  and 
Arkansas  State  (20-7)  and  moved  back  into 
the  No.  2  spot  going  into  the  final  two 
weeks  of  the  game.  Their  33-6  victory  over 
Trinity  pushed  the  Southerners  back  to  the 
top  of  the  UPI  poll.  The  team  finished  the 
season  with  a  hard-fought  victory  over 
Louisiana  Tech  22-14. 

The  following  week,  the  final  polls  went 
out,  naming  MSC  the  Small  College  National 
Champions  in  a  close  vote  of  286-273  over 
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Florida  A&M.  "I  never  dreamed  that  we  would  be  national 
champions,"  Hancock  said.  "That  was  never  our  major 
concern.  We  just  wanted  to  win  every  game,  but  definitely 
being  named  national  champions  puts  a  special  light  on 
that  season." 

Others  were  equally  surprised  by  the  teams  ranking. 
"We  were  just  kids  at  the  time,"  said  halfback  and  corner- 
back  Ben  Willoughby  '63.  "We  were  out  chasing  girls  and 
having  a  good  time.  We  really  didn't  think  about  it  until 
after  the  season,  when  everyone  started  writing  about  it." 

Many  players  did  not  learn  immediately  of  their  team's 
national  ranking.  While  many  of  the  Southerners  partici- 
pated in  a  parade  down  Hardy  Street  and  had  their  pictures 
taken  in  front  of  City  Hall,  several  members  of  the  team 
were  unaware  of  their  good  fortune.  "A  bunch  of  us  had 
gone  dove  hunting,  and  I  remember  we  were  pulling  back 
into  town,  and  someone  came  up  and  said,  'You  idiots!  You 
missed  the  parade!  You're  No.  1  in  the  nation,'"  said  Nick 
Kolinsky  '64,  '66,  defensive  standout  for  the  Southerners. 

While  some  players  missed  their  opportunity  to  bask  in 
the  glow  of  their  national  ranking,  others  said  they  will 
never  forget  the  feeling  of  accomplishment  that  all  their 
hard  work  brought.  "I  will  never  forget  when  Coach  Vann 
got  us  together  and  announced  that  we  were  No.  1,"  said 
reserve  quarterback  Vic  Purvis  '67.  "I'll  never  forget  the 
pride  in  his  voice  and  the  pride  in  the  university.  I'll  never 
forget  the  pride  of  Dr.  McCain  and  Reed  Green  [MSC's  ath- 
letic administrator] .  There  was  just  this  swelling  of  feeling 
in  what  we  had  accomplished.  We  felt  proud  because  in  the 
eyes  of  Coach  Vann,  we  had  worked  hard  to  be  good  ath- 
letes and  good  in  academics,  as  well  as  in  the  community." 

The  Southerners  met  with  great  success  on  the  gridiron 
in  the  1962,  but  to  these  players,  there  is  really  no  secret 
to  their  good  fortune.  Besides  having  a  caring  head  coach 
and  strong  coaching  staff,  the  team  had  a  great  deal  of  tal- 
ent and  were  able  to  come  together  in  a  common  goal  of 
winning  every  time  they  strapped  on  the  black  and  gold. 
"We  really  had  a  lot  of  chemistry,"  Hancock  said.  "We  were 
able  to  bond  together  and  work  at  being  the  best  that  we 
could  be." 

On  the  weekend  of  Southern  Miss'  last  home  football 
game  of  the  2002  season,  members  of  the  1962  squad 
regrouped  to  reminisce  about  their  beloved  head  coach  and 
the  season  that  they  will  never  forget.  In  honor  of  the  40th 
anniversary  of  their  national  ranking,  the  players  who  have 
made  their  mark  in  the  black  and  gold  renewed  friendships 
and  made  new  fans  as  they  walked  through  the  Eagle  Walk 
with  the  current  team  and  were  recognized  for  their 
accomplishments  at  halftime.  The  players  hope  to  make 
this  an  annual  event — to  meet  with  the  men  with  whom 
they  labored  in  blood,  sweat  and  turf  on  the  battlefield. 

While  the  players  may  have  changed  in  their  appear- 
ance, they  all  share  a  special  bond.  "Some  of  us  have  a  lot 
less  hair  and  a  little  more  around  the  middle,  but  once  you 
hear  their  voices,  it  takes  you  back  to  when  you  were  18," 
Hancock  said.  "We've  got  to  start  meeting  every  year.  I 
don't  want  to  wait  another  40  years  to  see  these  guys."  JS* 


We've  Got 
Spirit, 
Yes  We  Do! 
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How  'Bout  You? 

Eagle  Club  Member  and  Official  Sponsor  of  the  Southern 

Miss  Cheerleaders,  Lady  Eagles  Break  the  Record  Game, 

USM  Team  of  the  Century  &  the  Celebrity  Golf  Challoigc 
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He's  a  big  man,  this  Jamie  McPherson, 
standing  as  tall  as  you  can  imagine  a 
man  could  be— 6  foot,  6  inches,  and  300 
pounds.  His  arms  are  solid,  his  legs  long. 
Even  his  voice  commands  attention.  His 
head  is  smooth  and  shiny,  reminding  you 
of  a  good-looking  Jesse  Ventura.  One 
glance  at  the  man  tells  you  he's  an 
athlete:  strong  and  determined. 


Jamie  McPherson  needed  that  determination  back  on 
October  22,  1994,  when,  on  the  grassy  floor  of  M.M. 
Roberts  Stadium  during  homecoming  against  Samford,  the 
then-USM  football  defensive  end's  life  changed  forever. 

"The  defensive  ends  were  supposed  to  rush  the  quarter- 
back," McPherson  remembers.  But  something  went  wrong. 
The  men  collided,  with  the  shoulder  of  one  coming  full  force 
into  the  knee  of  the  other.  "A  physical  therapist  who  later 
saw  the  tape  threw  up,"  McPherson  says.  "You  can  see  it  real- 
ly good — what  happened." 

The  crowd  hushed  as  McPherson  lay  injured  on  the  cool, 
unforgiving  ground,  nearly  everything  was  severed  in  his 
right  leg.  "I  had  13  surgeries  in  three  weeks,",  says 
McPherson,  at  the  time  a  therapeutic  recreation  major  at 
Southern  Miss.  "I  was  in  and  out  of  ICU." 
The  true  test  of  McPherson's  strength  came  November  7,  when  a  portion 
of  his  leg  was  amputated.  "There  have  only  been  two  or  three  people — ever — 
who  have  lost  a  limb  from  a  football  injury,"  McPherson  says  of  the  resulting 
staph  infection  that  caused  his  surgery.  "In  fact,  one  of  them  happened  right 
after  my  own  surgery." 

But  from  all  of  this  strife,  McPherson  found  a  calling. 


Former  USM  defensive  end 

Jamie  McPherson  adapts  after  a 

devastating  football  accident 


n 


Angela  Hope  Cutrer  '92 

Photos  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80 


From  patient  to  clinician 

There  were  1,285,000  amputees  in  the  United  States 
in  1996,  according  to  the  Office  on  Disability  and 
Health,  National  Center  for  Environmental  Health,  of 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention. 

The  Amputee  Coalition  of  America  reports  that  the 
care  for  a  person  who  has  undergone  amputation  will 
depend  greatly  upon  his  or  her  overall  health  and 
strength,  and  that  gait  training  is  needed  to  facilitate 
successful  use  of  prostheses  and  other  assistive  devices 
to  regain  independence. 

McPherson,  now  31,  had  planned  to  work  on  the 
business  side  of  setting  up  programs  for  able-bodied 
people  as  well  as  those  dealing  with  debilitating  injuries 
once  he  graduated  from  college.  But  when  extraordinary 
forces  changed  his  life,  he  changed  his  focus. 

"I  didn't  even  know  there  was  a  field  [of  being  a 
prosthetist]  until  all  of  this  happened,"  McPherson  says. 
"I  thought  you  just  ordered  parts  and  put  them  on.  But 
it's  an  amazingly  complex  field.  So  I  changed  from  the 
business  side  to  the  clinical  side." 

Once  his  physical  healing  began,  McPherson  was  fitted 
with  his  first  prosthesis  made  by  Rick  Psonak,  former  direc- 
tor of  the  Mississippi  Methodist  Rehabilitation  Center 
Orthotics  and  Prosthetics  department  in  which  McPherson 
himself  has  worked  since  September  1999. 

"He's  a  nice  guy,  and  a  very  good  prosthetist,"  McPherson 
says  of  Psonak.  "I  stayed  at  his  house  and  watched  him  make 
[my  first  prosthetic  leg],  and  from  there,  I  got  interested  in 
production,  and  then  in  the  cases. 

"It's  the  perfect  mixture — clinical  and  mechanical,  hands- 
on  with  the  patient,  and  it's  therapeutic.  I  get  to  speak  to 
amputees  and  there's  a  lot  about  the  job  I  really  enjoy — from 
the  actual  fabrication  [of  the  prostheses]  to  visiting  hospital 
rooms  to  meet  those  who  are  dealing  with  losing  a  limb. 
Some  don't  know  what  to  do,  some  don't  know  if  they  want 
a  prosthetic  at  first.  They  think  it's  so  difficult  and  that  it 
looks  so  bad.  That's  when  I  talk  about  myself." 

McPherson  leans  over  and  yanks  up  his  pants'  leg,  reveal- 
ing the  glinting  metal  of  his  prosthetic  "cross  trainer"  foot 
from  Ohio  Willow  Wood. 


"He's  very  passionate  about  his  patients  and  makes  sure  his  clients  are  first  and  foremost  over  anything  else," 
says  fellow  prosthetist  Brad  Kennedy. 


"In  this  business,  I  see  a  lot  of  situations  and  for  those  patients  with  no  family,  I 
become  their  support.  I  might  be  able  to  be  more  compassionate,  and  I  keep  my 
goals  on  the  side  of  quality  instead  of  the  bottom  line.  [A  prosthetist]  who's  not  an 
amputee  has  to  be  extremely  in  tuned  to  imagine  what  the  amputee  is  feeling,  but 
there  are  a  lot  of  good  ones  out  there.  You  don't  have  to  be  an  amputee  yourself  to 
be  good  as  a  prosthetist." 

McPherson's  fellow  prosthetist,  Brad  Kennedy,  who  works  in  Jackson  with 
MMRC,  has  nothing  but  praise  for  McPherson's  work.  "To  be  as  big  as  he  is,  he's  a 
gentle  giant,"  he  says.  "He's  very  passionate  about  his  patients  and  makes  sure  his 
clients  are  first  and  foremost  over  anything  else.  He's  good  at  what  he  does,  and 
he's  a  good  guy;  a  real  good  guy." 

Sharon  Howse,  a  USM  alumnae  and  a  former  USM  Public  Relations  employee,  is 
one  of  those  who  benefited  from  McPherson's  unique  perspective  after  she  lost  a 
portion  of  her  leg  to  a  1998  illness. 

"I  have  had  at  least  six  prosthetic  legs,"  she  says.  "The  MMRC-made  prostheses 
were,  by  far,  the  most  uniquely  adequate.  Jamie  explained  the  equipment  to  me 
before  I  ever  received  the  leg  and  multiple  visits  ensured  that  the  leg  was  fitting 
properly,  as  well  as  being  cosmetically  sufficient  for  my  needs. 

"Jamie  even  got  down  and  crawled  on  the  floor  as  he  trained  me  on  the  proper 
stance  and  weight  distribution  for  balance  with  the  leg." 


Best  foot  forward 

This  moment  is  usually  awkward  for  him,  since  he  usually 
likes  to  do  it  right  off  the  bat.  "I  feel  as  though  I've  been  lying 
or  something  when  I  don't  mention  that  I'm  an  amputee,"  he 
says  with  a  shrug,  and  then  a  small  laugh.  "I  know,  it  doesn't 
make  sense,  but  I  just  like  to  get  it  out  of  the  way,  and  hey, 
let's  move  on." 

McPherson  says  his  revealing  that  he  is  an  amputee  him- 
self to  new  patients  is  a  wakeup  call  for  them.  "I've  been  told 
it  helps  them  open  up — [to  show  that]  it  can  be  done.  I  may 
have  an  insight  to  what  a  patient's  feeling.  The  people  don't 
know  the  terminology;  I  can  help,  I  can  translate.  And  I 
know  all  those  feelings. 


Helping  amputees  adapt 

For  most  amputees,  there  is  a  wait  of  about  10  days  for  the  stitches  to  be 
removed,  then  comes  a  preparatory  prosthesis  cast,  then  10  to  20  percent  weight- 
bearing  activities.  "What  some  people  don't  know  is  that  the  extra  weight  on  a 
prosthetic  limb  actually  helps  pump  old  blood  out  and  new  blood  in,"  McPherson 
says.  "It  can  help  with  healing,  though  some  diseases  [can]  hinder  that." 

Psonak  fitted  McPherson  with  a  temporary  prosthetic  limb  right  after  surgery.  "I 
aspire  to  be  as  good  a  prosthetist  as  Rick."  McPherson  says,  sitting  up  straighten 
That  determination  thing  comes  right  through  as  he  speaks 

"Initially,  he  was  never  really  down,"  says  Psonak.  now  director  of  prosthetics  at 
Synergy  Prosthetic  Research  Center  in  Jackson.  "After  he  got  over  the  initial  shock 
of  the  amputation  and  figured  out  thai  that  leg  just  wasn't  coming  back,  he  never 
really  looked  back." 
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Being  an  amputee  is  no  picnic,  McPherson  says:  "It's  difficult.  To  be  an  amputee  means  it  takes  10  extra  minutes  in  the 
morning  and  10  extra  minutes  at  night.  But  its  definitely  doable." 

Howse  agrees:  "After  waking  up  from  a  coma  to  realize  my  life  would  be  completely  different  as  I  knew  it,  I  realized  it  may 
not  have  to  appear  that  way  to  others.  I  do  remember  my  husband,  Rick  79,  telling  me  when  I  woke  up  that  we  could  still 
walk  on  the  beach  together  because  I  could  be  fitted  for  a  prosthesis.  MMRC  professionals  helped  me  manage  some  life- 
changing  physical  disabilities — changing  them  into  limitations  instead." 

Learning  the  basics 

McPherson  took  a  training  course  after  his  accident — he's  now  board  eligible  for  prosthetics  certification — by  studying  in 
Texas  at  a  place  that  allows  on-the-job  training.  He's  in  a  medical  field  that's  also  a  mechanical  field,  and  he  learned  "a  lot  on 
the  run." 

His  prosthetic  allows  him  to  do  everything,  and  that  fits  McPherson  to  a  T.  But  his  particular  prosthesis  is  not  right  for 
everyone.  "There's  a  foot  out  there  for  every  activity,  but  a  75-year-old  lady  wouldn't  want  the  kind  1  have.  She  would  want  a 
lightweight  foot.  She  probably  wasn't  jumping  around  before  she  became  an  amputee,  so  she  does  not  need  a  heavy  foot  to 
|ump  with  now." 

McPhersons  pride  is  in  testing  prosthetics  to  make  sure  the  socket  fits  the  leg,  and  the  patient  feels  little  discomfort, 
though  "comfort  is  relative  for  an  amputee,"  he  relates.  "It's  never  as  comfortable  as  a  natural  leg,  unless  the  person's  leg  was 
already  hurting  them  before  the  amputation. 

"The  rest  of  your  body  has  to  be  very  strong  to  make  walking  [with  a  prosthetic]  normal.  It  took  me  about  a  year.  You 
have  no  active  flexibility  and  you  have  to  force  it  to  react  to  get  really  good." 

Psonak  says  McPherson  had  to  make  his  own  adjustments,  but  that  he  did  them  very  well.  "He's  a  really  big  strong  guy 
and  a  huge  portion  of  his  life  was  physical,"  he  says.  "So  [after  his 
amputation) ,  I  brought  him  a  video  of  Olympic  disabled  athletes  pole 
vaulting  and  running  and  jumping  and  stuff.  Jamie  said  then  that  if 
they  could  do  all  that,  he  could  do  it.  And  he  did.  He  was  always  a  joy 
to  work  with — we  hit  it  right  off  from  the  start." 

McPherson  says  what  makes  his  work  worthwhile  is  seeing  some- 
one in  a  wheelchair,  frustrated  and  down,  walk  out  the  door  on 
crutches,  and  then  move  to  one  crutch  and  cane,  and  then  walk 
unaided.  "Every  amputee  is  an  inspiration,"  he  says. 


■  Jamie  and  his  family:  (from  left)  Connor,  Traci,  McKenzie  and  Bryan. 


Building  on  the  future 

McPherson — who  hails  from  Grand  Saline,  Texas,  and  came  to  USM 
on  a  football  scholarship — now  lives  in  Hattiesburg  with  his  wife, 
Traci;  daughter  McKenzie,  8;  and  sons,  Bryan,  5,  and  Connor,  3. 

"We  like  the  area  and  the  people,"  he  says.  "And  the  atmosphere  is 
good  for  kids." 

McPherson  works  out  of  the  MMRC  Orthotics  &  Prosthetics 
Hattiesburg  office  across  from  Turtle  Creek  Mall.  In  the  future, 
McPherson  wants  to  own  his  own  facility  and  to  obtain  more  educa- 
tion, though  that's  hard  to  do,  what,  with  all  the  time  he  spends  on  his 

work.  "I  work  60  to  70  hours  a  week,  and  see  four  to  eight  new  patients  a  month,  plus  work  with  the  ones  I  already  have," 
he  says.  "[With  this  kind  of  work],  you  just  can't  take  a  cast  and  that  be  it.  When  prostheses  are  fabricated  elsewhere  [and  not 
on  site],  you  don't  know  the  quality  of  the  appliance.  The  fit  of  the  socket  has  to  be  complete.  Soft  tissue  and  bone  all  have 
different  compression  rates." 

McPherson  wasn't  always  so  confident.  After  the  accident,  Southern  Miss  coaches  were  there  for  the  injured  player,  and  the 
university  welcomed  him  back  with  open  arms.  "I  had  support  after  the  fact  and  I  tried  to  go  back  to  USM  the  next  semester, 
but  I  just  didn't  want  to  go  back  to  class  in  a  wheelchair,"  he  says.  "It  was  just  real  emotional  for  me  and  I  wasn't  ready.  But 
USM  was  really  good  to  me.  I  was  even  offered  scholarships  to  come  back  full  time  if  I  wanted  to.  They  said  they'd  make  it 
happen  so  I  could  come  back." 

Sharon  Howse  agrees  that  Southern  Miss  does  not  forget  its  own.  "USM  faculty  and  staff  donated  leave  days  and  money  to 
my  ever-increasing  medical  expenses,"  she  says.  "I  think  all  the  cards  and  well-wishes  would  have  wallpapered  my  hospital 
room  those  many  months  [after  my  illness]." 

McPherson  has  no  doubts  about  being  a  permanent  part  of  the  USM  family:  "I  tell  you:  If  you  are  going  to  get  hurt  and 
lose  your  leg,  USM  it's  a  good  place  to  do  it." 

He  chuckles  at  his  statement,  but  then  gets  serious  about  its  meaning  as  he  looks  down  at  his  prosthesis:  "There  are  a  lot 
of  different  ways  to  lose  a  leg,  and  most  are  not  glamorous.  I  would  have  much  rather  lost  my  leg  where  I  did,  doing  what  I 
was  doing,  than  any  other  way." 

With  that,  he  hops  up  and  bounds  out  of  the  room.  His  10  o'clock  is  here.  *^? 
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Northern  Exposure 

Professor  Spends  September  in  Yukon  Wilderness 


By  Judy  Isbell  '83,  '93 


Some  people  might  expect  to  find  a  professor  specializing  in 
marine  chemistry  clad  in  a  white  lab  jacket,  working  among  test 
tubes  in  a  stenle  laboratory. 

In  September,  however,  Dr.  Alan  Shiller  of  the  Department  of 
Marine  Science  was  far  from  his  lab,  taking  water  samples  and  fight- 
ing fires  in  the  Yukon  wilderness  of  Alaska. 

Beginning  Labor  Day,  Shiller  participated  in  research  with  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  (USGS)  in  Alaska,  sampling  the  pristine  waters  of 
the  Yukon  River  and  its  tributaries  and  performing  some  of  the  first 
work  of  this  kind  in  that  remote  environment. 

"The  Yukon  River  is  a  fairly  pristine  river,"  Shiller  said.  "It's  an 
interesting  region  in  that  we  will  see  the  first  effects  of  global  warm- 
ing in  that  environment." 

Global  warming  already  has  had  an  effect  in  the  Alaskan  wilder- 
ness, he  said,  in  that  the  area  has  lost  some  of  its  permafrost,  or  soil 
that  remains  frozen  throughout  the  year. 

The  USGS  is  taking  detailed  water  quality  samples  in  an  effort  to 
not  only  gauge  the  health  of  the  river  system  now,  but  to  predict  the 
likely  impact  of  continued  global  warming  on  that  system. 

Shiller,  who  is  director  of  the  USM  Center  for  Trace  Analysis  at 
Stennis  Space  Center,  studies  trace  elements  in  natural  waters.  The 
opportunity  to  assist  with  the  important  work  conducted  by  the 
USGS  more  than  compensated  for  the  rugged  conditions  of  the  three- 
week  trip  to  the  Yukon. 

"Before  setting  out,  we  were  shown  the  mandatory  'Bear  Safety' 
videos,"  Shiller  said  with  a  laugh.  Gratefully,  none  of  the  scientists  was 
forced  by  local  wildlife  to  use  the  two  shotguns  or  two  pistols  tucked 
into  their  supply  boat. 

Packed  into  three  open  boats,  two  14-foot  aluminum  boats  and  one 
24-foot  cargo  boat,  scientists  and  their  gear  put  into  the  water  at 
Eagle,  Alaska,  and  sampled  water  along  the  river  system  to  the  only 
bridge  over  the  Yukon  River  just  west  of  Stevens  Village,  Alaska. 
Traversing  roughly  450  miles  of  river,  Shiller  and  his  associates  were 
fortunate  to  always  find  a  cabin,  lodge  or  some  other  form  of  accom- 
modation along  the  route. 


Most  of  the  trip  was  devoted  to  science.  Yet  in  the  little  village  of 
Beaver,  population  100,  the  scientists  became  makeshift  firefighters. 

Near  the  end  of  one  day  of  water  sampling,  the  USGS  team  was 
being  brought  supplies  by  local  villagers  who  had  volunteered  to 
drive  the  material  on  their  all-terrain  vehicles  from  the  local  airstrip. 
One  of  these  individuals  casually  mentioned  that  a  fire  had  broken 
out  in  the  local  church,  a  log  cabin  that  served  as  the  town's  church 
and  as  a  repository  of  village  records. 

"Soon,  someone  else  came  roaring  up  on  their  ATV  saying,  Y'ou 
guys  have  any  buckets?'"  Shiller  said.  So,  three  members  of  the  team 
grabbed  buckets  and  jumped  onto  the  back  of  that  ATV  Soon  others 
were  onboard  other  ATVs  for  what  would  be  a  most  memorable  and 
wild  ride  traveling  at  high  speeds  over  bumpy  gravel  roads  through 
the  town  towards  the  church. 

Shiller  helped  to  wrestle  a  fire  hose  onto  one  ATV  and  rode  toward 
town  on  yet  another.  Once  the  fire  hose  had  been  rigged  (using  a 
piece  of  one  of  the  scientist's  flannel  shirt  as  a  gasket),  it  began  to 
transport  water  from  the  nearby  river  to  the  little  log  cabin  that  was 
fully  aflame. 

Despite  the  fire  hose  and  a  bucket  brigade,  the  fire  consumed  most 
of  the  church.  Although  the  frame  of  the  old  church  still  stood,  the 
entire  interior  of  the  building  was  lost.  The  scientists  were  thanked  for 
their  efforts  and  were  written  about  in  the  Fairbanks  newspapers 
report  on  the  fire. 

"We  were  offered  a  ride  back  to  our  cabin  on  those  ATVs,  but  need- 
less to  say,  we  declined,"  Shiller  said  with  a  smile. 

Next  year,  the  USGS  team  will  return  to  Alaska  for  another  leg  of 
their  water-sampling  tour  of  the  Yukon  River. 

"I  hope  there  will  be  room  for  me  or  someone  from  my  lab  for  that 
trip,"  Shiller  said.  "The  trip  was  not  only  an  adventure  and  scientifi- 
cally interesting,  but  also  occurred  at  the  peak  of  fall  color  with  love- 
ly hillsides  of  yellow-leafed  trees  accented  by  red  understory."  Bk 


Dr.  Alan  Shiller,  third  from  right,  a  professor  of  marine  science,  pauses  during  a  research  trip  to  the  Yukon  River  in  Alaska.  Shiller  and  associates  from  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey  were  sampling  the  pristine  waters  of  the  Yukon  to  help  determine  the  effects  of  global  warming. 
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By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

mave  you  ever  whiled  away  an  afternoon  rummaging  through  an  attic  or  exploring  the  con- 
tents of  a  long-forgotten  cedar  chest?  Did  you  discover  old  love  letters,  faded 
photographs,  antique  china  or  perhaps  a  moth-eaten  garment  of  some  sort?  What  fun  it  is 
to  sort  through  pieces  of  history  such  as  these,  whether  they  are  part  of  one's  own  family  back- 
ground or  that  of  a  total  stranger. 

Many  items  of  historic  value,  such  as  those  listed  above,  repose  in  the  Southern  Miss  Archives,  and 
the  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  share  some  of  their  stories  with  our  readers. 

One  of  the  many  antiquities  in  the  Archives  is  the  deed  (right)  to  the  original  120  acres  of  land  donated  by  Mr. 
H.  A.  Camp,  Mr.  A.  A.  Montague  and  Dr.  T.  E.  Ross,  as  the  site  for  Mississippi  Normal  College  (now  USM).  Dated 
December  27,  1910,  the  deed  was  for  a  plot  of  cutover  timber  land,  situated  at  the  corner  of  what  are  now  Hardy 
Street  and  Highway  49,  extending  to  the  north  and  the  west,  and  valued  at  approximately  50  cents  per  acre.  How 
much  do  you  suppose  an  acre  of  land  fronting  Hardy  Street  would  be  worth  today? 


Early  in  the  history  of  Mississippi  Normal  College 

(MNC),  a  Tomato  Club  for  girls  was  organized.  Tomatoes 
were  grown  on  a  plot  where  Reed  Green  Coliseum  now 
stands,  and  the  fruit  was  either  served  fresh  in  the 
dining  hall  or  canned  by  the  Tomato  Club  girls 
for  future  use.  Luckily,  a  large  canning  pot  used 
by  one  of  the  early  Tomato  Clubs  has  survived 
and  is  a  part  of  the  Joseph  Anderson  Cook  Family 
Papers.  Along  with  the  pot  are  a  strainer,  funnel 
and  pestle  (right),  also  used  by  the  Tomato  Club. 
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Emily  Cook,  daughter  of  USM's  first  president,  was  a  student  at  MNC  from  about  1918-1920,  and  her 
gym  suit  from  that  era  recently  found  its  way  to  the  Archives  (opposite  page).  It  consists  of  a  white,  long 
sleeve  midi  blouse  and  navy  denim  bloomers.  We  know  the  suit  is  authentic  because  it  has  Miss  Emilys 
name  in  it. 

Long  before  Emily  Cook  wore  her  gym  bloomers,  she  had  an  encounter  with  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  On  November  9,  1909,  when  Emily  was  9,  she  and  another  young  girl, 
Helen  Came,  were  selected  to  present  a  bouquet  of  carnations  to  President  William  Howard  Taft 
as  he  traveled  through  their  hometown  of  Columbus,  Miss.  The  Archives  is  the  repository  for  the  red 
white  and  blue  bunting,  hat  (right)  and  pins  worn  by  Emily  on  that  very  special  occasion.  There's  also  a 
copy  of  the  card  that  was  pinned  to  the  bouquet. 


During  the  1920s  and  1930s  (and  beyond),  the  heads  of  entering  freshmen  were  shaved,  and  they 
were  presented  with  black  and  gold  beanies  to  cover  their  baldness.  The  Archives  just  happens  to 
have  one  of  those  relics  (opposite  page),  bearing  the  letters,  "STC"  for  State  Teachers  College,  which 
was  USM's  name  from  1924-40.  A  State  Teachers  College  belt  buckle  (left)  is  also  preserved  in  the 
Archives,  donated  by  former  Southern  Miss  employee  Randy  Bullock. 


Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George  was  the  third  president  of  USM  and  the  first  to  hold  a 
doctorate.  His  degree  is  from  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers  in  Nashville  (right),  and 
is  currently  housed  in  the  Archives.  Not  only  that,  the  J.  B.  George  Collection  also  contains  a 
football-shaped  STC  homecoming  pin  (left)  worn  by  George  on  November  4,  1939. 


Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  phenomenon  known  as  the  "Know  Mississippi  Better  Train?"  The  train  was 
conceptualized  at  a  mass  meeting  of  Mississippi  citizens  held  in  the  state  capitol  in  May  1925.  The  idea  was  to 
advertise  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  its  resources,  opportunities  and  possibilities.  From  1925 
through  1948  (with  the  exception  of  the  World  War  II  years),  the  tram  made  an  annual  trek 
across  the  United  States  and  into  Canada  and  Mexico,  carrying  professional 
men  and  women,  county  and  state  officials,  and  other  Mississippians 
whose  sole  purpose  was  to  spread  good  will.  A  large  supply  of 
Mississippi-grown  watermelons  was  carried  on  each  trip,  and  one 
was  presented  to  the  mayor  of  each  town  where  the  train  stopped 
(and  to  the  governor,  if  the  train  stopped  in  the  state  capital). 
The  State  Teachers  College  Band  traveled  on  the  train  several 
times,  and  the  Archives  is  fortunate  to  have  mementoes  from  those  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^™ 
trips  (left).  Alonso  Houston  Blackwell  was  a  member  of  the  band  on  the  1926  tour,  and  his  daughter,  Rebecca 
Blackwell  Drake,  was  kind  enough  to  donate  his  lapel  pin  from  the  tour.  Margaret  Thatch  Hint  on  was  with  the  STC  band  on 
the  1927  tour,  and  she  graciously  donated  her  mementoes  as  well. 


Football  fans  will  love  this  one.  Remember  when  the  Golden  Eagles  used  to  play  intra-state  rivals  Ole  Miss 
and  Mississippi  State  in  football?  In  1979,  USM  defeated  the  Ole  Miss  Rebels  38-8  and  the  MSU  Bulldogs  21-7 
The  Archives  has  a  T-shirt  that  commemorates  the  occasion  (right).  Emblazoned  on  the  shirt  is  the  following: 

Eagle  Fever 
State  Wide  Epidemic 
Champs  79 
The  front  of  the  shirt  features  a  picture  of  Seymour  holding  "Bully"  and  "Col.  Reb"  by  the  scruff  of  their  necks 


These  few  items  represent  only  a  fraction  of  the  treasures  in  the  Archives.  If  your  curiosity  has  been  piqued,  drop  by  McCain 
Library  and  Archives,  Room  402,  and  see  a  pair  of  white  ceramic  vases  with  the  Mississippi  Normal  College  monogram,  a  deck 
of  Mississippi  Southern  College  playing  cards,  Miss  Oseola  McCarty's  wash  pot  and  scrub  boards,  a  black  and  gold  striped 
bowtie  donated  by  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  and  a  host  of  other  mementoes  that  addresses  various  phases  of  Southern  Miss  history.  £ 
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Live  from  New  York 

International  tours,  SNL,  Letterman — it's  all  in  a 
day's  work  for  musician  Tom  'Bones'  Malone 


By  Bonnie  Gibbs  '97 
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Beneath  a  row  of  photographs  of  music  icons  like  Stevie  Wonder 
and  Jimi  Hendrix  sits  Tom  "Bones"  Malone,  renowned  musician 
and  arranger,  former  musical  director  for  Saturday  Night  Live,  an  orig- 
inal member  of  the  Blues  Brothers  band  and  current  member  of  the 
CBS  Orchestra  with  Paul  Shaffer.  The  musician,  who  professionally 
plays  18  instruments,  is  relaxing  on  a  sofa  in  the  band's  dressing 
room,  four  floors  above  the  historic  Ed  Sullivan  Theater,  retelling, 
with  a  hint  of  nostalgia,  the  events  of  the  night  that  changed  his  life. 

"In  1970,  after  graduating  from  college,  1  was  living  in  New  York 
in  a  little  cheap  apartment  on  83rd  and  Broadway,  when  a  trumpet 
player  friend  of  mine,  'Hannibal'  Marvin  Peterson,  came  up  and 
stayed  with  me,"  says  Malone,  a  native  of  Sumrall  who  played  with 
The  Pride  of  Mississippi  marching  band  for  the  two  years  he  attend- 
ed USM.  "He  was  playing  with  a  few  bands  here.  One  time  he  had 
two  jobs  on  the  same  day,  so  he  asked  me  to  play  trumpet  with  the 
Gil  Evans  Band  that  night.  That  was  the  night  that  changed  my  life. 

"I  met  a  whole  bunch  of  people  that  night,"  he  continues.  "I  met 
Lew  Soloff,  the  trumpet  player  with  Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears.  I  met 
Billy  Harper.  1  met  Dave  Sanborn.  I  met  Dave  Bargeron.  I  met  Bruce 
Ditmus.  1  met  Sue  Evans  and,  of  course,  Gil  Evans,  who  I  ended  up 
playing  with  for  15  years,  until  he  died.  He  was  a  huge  influence  on 
me.  He  was  known  as  the  best  arranger  in  the  jazz  scene  and  kind  of 
became  my  mentor  and  my  musical  father." 

That  night,  Malone  also  struck  up  a  friendship  with  Howard 
Johnson,  a  fellow  tuba  player  who  years  later  asked  Malone  to  join 
the  band  of  a  new  show  called  Saturday  Night  Live.  Already  a  sea- 
soned performer  who  had  played  with  the  likes  of  The  Supremes, 
Marvin  Gaye  and  the  Temptations,  and  Little  Stevie  Wonder,  he 
agreed  to  the  gig.  And,  because  he  also  had  recently  arranged  music 
for  and  toured  with  Blood,  Sweat  and  Tears  and  Frank  Zappa,  Malone 
was  allowed  to  do  some  arranging  for  the  SNL.  Malone  stayed  with 
the  show  for  10  years,  eventually  serving  as  musical  director  from 
1981  to  1985. 

'We're  on  a  mission  from  God' 

While  at  SNL,  Malone  was  asked  to  write  an  arrangement  for  a 
comedy  routine  that  cast  members  John  Belushi  and  Dan  Akroyd  had 
conceived  over  the  weekend.  It  involved  "two  sort  of  ne'er-do-wells, 
orphans"  known  as  the  Blues  Brothers.  After  explaining  the  charac- 
ters to  Malone,  Belushi  and  Akroyd  decided  to  perform  a  song  called 
"Rocket  88"  in  the  skit.  After  scouring  record  shops,  Malone  found 
the  record  and  arranged  the  piece  for  the  actors. 

Meanwhile,  Belushi  and  Akroyd  developed  dance  steps  and  found 
costumes,  and  the  duo  presented  the  routine  to  SNL  producer  Lome 
Michaels,  who  promptly  axed  it.  Still  hot  on  the  idea,  the  actors 
found  another  song  for  Malone  to  arrange,  titled  "Hey  Bartender." 
Again  the  two  men  performed  the  skit  for  Michaels,  and  again  the 
producer  nixed  the  idea. 

"So  it's  late  spring,  after  read-through  one  week,  and  the  writers  are 
all  tapped  out,"  Malone  remembers.  "Lome  goes  through  the  list  of 
things  that  are  on  the  show  and  says,  We're  three  minutes  short.'  Danny 
and  John  immediately  jump  on  him  and  say,  'Lome,  the  Blues  Brothers. 
You've  got  to  put  the  Blues  Brothers  on.'  Lome  agreed,  as  if  to  say,  'Well, 
we  have  nothing  worthwhile  to  put  in  there.  You  guys  might  as  well  go 
out  and  make  fools  of  yourselves.'  As  it  turns  out,  the  act  got  on  the 
show  and  got  cards,  letters  and  phone  calls — good  response  from  the 
audience.  They  ended  up  doing  another  performance  and  before  you 
know  it,  it  was  a  movie.  And  the  rest,  as  they  say,  is  history." 

Indeed,  the  Blues  Brothers  band  became  an  international  success, 
and  the  group  produced  a  triple-platinum  record,  toured  the  country 
and  subsequently  expanded  the  skit  into  a  Universal  motion  picture. 
Malone  played  tenor  sax,  trombone,  baritone  sax  and  trumpet  in  the 
band.  He  arranged  the  music  for  90  percent  of  the  movie's  sound 
score  and  played  the  role  of  himself  in  the  movie.  He  also  appeared 
in  the  sequel.  Blues  Brothers  2000. 


A  new  late  night  home 

After  Malone  left  SNL  in  1985,  he  spent  the  next  several  years 
immersed  in  numerous  projects — not  surprising  for  a  musician  who 
has  been  working  professionally  since  he  was  14.  In  1988,  several  of 
the  original  Blues  Brothers  musicians  reunited  to  tour  the  world  for 
two  years,  and  Malone  produced  the  album  and  home  video.  The 
Blues  Brothers  Band:  Live  in  Montreux.  In  1991,  Big  World  Records 
released  Malone's  first  solo  album,  "Standards  of  Living,"  and  the  next 
year,  he  played  on  albums  for  Cyndi  Lauper,  Jeremy  Wall,  Pat 
Metheny  and  others.  Also  in  1992,  Malone  helped  Mark  Shaiman 
arrange  music  for  the  motion  picture  Sister  Act. 

In  1993,  Malone  joined  the  CBS  Orchestra.  He  plays  five  nights  a 
week  for  the  Late  Show  with  David  Letterman.  He  has  contributed 
more  than  200  arrangements  to  the  Late  Show  and  serves  as  the 
band's  principal  arranger. 

Today,  Malone  is  one  of  the  most  m-demand  studio  musicians  in 
the  recording  business.  He  has  been  heard  on  more  than  350  records 
and  in  more  than  3,000  radio  and  television  commercials.  He  has 
recorded  with  big-name  artists  such  as  James  Brown,  Steve  Winwood, 
J.  Geils  Band,  Pink  Floyd,  Average  White  Band,  Paul  Simon,  Miles 
Davis,  B.B.  King,  Diana  Ross,  David  Sanborn,  Van  McCoy,  the 
Spinners  and  Spyro  Gyra — to  name  a  few. 

Malone  also  played  themes  for  CBS  This  Morning,  Murder  She 
Wrote  and  the  1992  Olympic  Winter  Games.  "The  Olympic  closing 
ceremony  was  quite  an  event,"  he  says.  "It  was  broadcast  in  130  coun- 
tries, and  there  was  something  like  80,000  people  in  the  stadium  at 
that  time.  That  was  a  pretty  overwhelming  moment,  just  to  realize  how 
many  millions  of  people  were  watching." 

These  days,  even  though  Malone  is  busy  with  his  work  on  Late 
Night,  he  finds  time  to  speak  to  budding  musicians  about  the  indus- 
try and  the  tools  they'll  need  to  succeed.  "I  try  to  be  a  positive  role 
model  to  kids,"  he  says.  "Things  like  teamwork  in  music  are  the  same 
in  any  field.  Teamwork,  dedication,  knowledge  and  increasing  your 
knowledge  are  all  effective,  whether  you  go  into  sales,  marketing  or 
advertising,  or  are  a  doctor,  lawyer  or  schoolteacher.  All  the  same 
principles  are  involved." 

So  what  advice  would  this  accomplished  performer  offer  to  struggling 
young  musicians?  "My  famous  line  is  'Get  out  of  the  music  business,"'  he 
says  with  a  laugh.  "But  seriously,  my  advice  to  musicians — or  anybody 
else — is  to  follow  your  dreams  and  think  big.  Think  big.  Whatever  your 
goals  are,  set  them  high  because  you  only  go  around  once."  B^ 


Malone,  a  member  of  The  Pride  for  two  years,  returned  to  campus  for  a  1998 
Homecoming  performance. 


WINTER  2( 


31 


ASSOCIATION 


Honorary  Alum  Status  Established 

President  Shelby  Thames  recently  gave  the  Alumni  Association 
the  green  light  to  establish  an  honorary  alumnus/a  status,  designed 
to  recognize  individuals  who  did  not  graduate  from  USM  but  have 
records  of  outstanding  service  to  the  university. 

"The  point  of  the  designation  is  to  honor  people  who  have  not 
graduated  from  the  university  as  honorary  alumni  for  their  work  for 
the  university"  said  Mark  Boyles,  acting  director  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  "In  addition  to  the  honor,  they  will  receive  a  plaque  and 
a  lifetime  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association." 

A  six-member  committee  will  determine  the  honor's  recipients, 
Boyles  said.  The  committee  is  composed  of  three  members  appoint- 
ed by  the  university  president  and  three  members  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association.  Committee  members  will  serve 
three-year  terms. 

To  nominate  someone  for  an  honorary  alumnus/a  status,  write 
either  the  university  president  or  the  Alumni  Associations  president. 
Be  sure  to  include  the  nominees  name,  contact  information  and  rea- 
sons why  he/she  should  be  awarded  honorary  alumnus/a  status. 
Nominations  will  be  accepted  in  spring  2003. 

According  to  Boyles,  the  timeline  of  the  award  is  pending  the 
setup  of  the  committee. 


Did  you  know... 

Alumni  can  sign  up  to  mentor  a  recent  Southern  Miss  gradu- 
ate or  be  mentored  by  a  fellow  alum.  To  share  your  experi- 
ence or  to  learn  from  a  seasoned  professional,  please  visit 
www.  southernmissalumni.com/sumentoring.html. 


The  Legacy  Corner 

The  Legacy  experienced  a  substantial  growth  in  membership 
this  past  fall — the  largest  increase  in  more  than  10  years.  Currently 
boasting  more  than  300  members,  the  group  will  hold  another  mem- 
bership drive  with  the  goal  of  recruiting  more  than  350  members. 

"This  really  has  been  one  of  the  best  years  we  have  seen,"  said 
Mick  Bullock,  president.  "Membership  and  involvement  are  up,  and 
spirit  and  enthusiasm  are  at  an  all-time  high." 

In  other  news,  the  group  recently  planned  its  spring  semester 
events,  including  the  membership  drive,  USM  Legislative  Day  in 
Jackson,  painting  the  Little  Rock,  the  annual  Legacy  banquet  and  the 
selecting  the  2003  Ogletree  scholarship  recipient. 

Life  Members  Continue  to  Give  Back 

■  In  an  overwhelming  show  of  support,  life  members 
have  given  more  than  $6,350  to  the  recently  estab- 
lished Traditions  Preservation  Fund,  whose  purpose  is 
to  underwrite  different  projects  that  help  establish  tra- 
ditions with  Southern  Miss  students  and  alumni. 
Examples  of  those  projects  include  printing  of  The 
Drawl,  a  booklet  about  the  university's  traditions  and  history,  and 
painting  the  Eagle  Walk  each  year. 

Life  members  were  solicited  last  fall  when  they  received  their  new 
membership  cards  and  car  decals. 

"We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  life  members  who  have  responded  so 
overwhelmingly  to  this  appeal,"  said  Acting  Director  Mark  Boyles. 
"Because  of  their  generosity,  the  Traditions  Preservation  Fund  was 
opened  with  a  beginning  balance  of  $6,480." 

To  give  to  the  fund,  mail  checks  (made  out  to  the  Traditions 
Preservation  Fund)  to  the  Alumni  Association,  Box  5013, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013. 


Since  1885  Havertys  has  offered 
you  the  quality  furniture  and  acces- 
sories you  deserve.  And  today, 
we're  happy  to  continue  our  tradition 
of  top  quality,  guaranteed  low  prices 
with  friendly  customer  service. 
Come  in  today  and  see  how 
Havertys  Makes  It  Home. 
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MAKES       IT       HOME 

Register  Online  To  Receive  Havertys  Making  It  Home  Newsletter  at  www.havertys.com 

Monday-Saturday  I0am-8pm  •  Sunday  noon-6pm 
120  Mayfair  Road  •  601-296-7575 

LOW  PRICE  GUARANTEE: 

We  want  to  offer  you  the  best  furniture  and  bedding  values  possible.  If  you  find  the  identical  item  with 
the  same  services  advertised  for  less,  within  30  days  of  purchase,  Havertys  will  gladly  refund  the  difference. 
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Student  Assigns  $50l<  Policy  for  Legacy, 
Speech  Communication 

■  "Southern  Miss  is  a  large  university,  but  it's  small  enough  to  be 
personal,"  said  Mick  Bullock  of  Columbia,  who  claims  his  choice 
to  enroll  at  USM  was  one  of  the  best  decisions  he  ever  made.  As  he 
enters  his  senior  year,  Bullock  has  found  a  way  to  help  others  share 
the  Southern  Miss  experience. 

This  fall  Bullock  joined  the  Honor  Club,  one  of  the  first  USM 
students  to  become  a  benefactor  while  still  attending  the  universi- 
ty. Through  a  $50,000  life  insurance  policy  designated  for  scholar- 
ships for  the  Legacy  Association  and  speech  communication  at 
Southern  Miss,  Bullock  is  investing  in  the  future  of  others. 

"These  scholarships,  1  hope,  will  honor  student  leaders  on  cam- 
pus who  might  not  be  at  the  top  of  their  class,  but  who  work  hard 
and  are  well-rounded,"  Bullock  said.  "It's  hard  to  be  involved  on 
campus,  hold  down  a  job,  and  make  the  grade  as  well.  Through 
these  scholarships,  he  can  afford  other  students  these  same  oppor- 
tunities he  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  experience  at  USM. 

"Mick  Bullock  is  an  inspiration  to  Southern  Miss  faculty  and 
students  alike  via  his  generosity  and  uncompromising  commit- 
ment to  the  university,"  said  President  Shelby  Thames.  "He  is  the 
ideal  role  model  for  school  spirit  and  has  a  passion  for  what  he 
does.  He's  a  fine  young  man  of  whom  I  am  very  proud  and  I  am 
glad  to  call  him  my  friend.  I  am  certain  he  will  be  immensely  suc- 
cessful in  whatever  he  chooses.  With  this  most  generous  gift,  he 
has  ensured  that  his  personal  leadership  and  his  generous  spirit 
will  be  a  lasting  contribution  to  his  beloved  Southern  Miss." 

Bullock  said  he  also  hopes  to  inspire  other  students  to  consider 
giving  back  to  the  university.  "Ben  Samel  made  the  whole  process 
really  easy,"  he  said. 


"People  can  create  life  insurance  policies  at  any  age,"  said  Samel, 
associate  director  of  development  planned  giving.  "Hopefully. 
more  young  students  and  alumni  will  follow  in  Mick's  steps  to 
become  Honor  Club  members." 

Bullock,  who  will  be  a  senior  speech  communication  major  this 
spring,  fosters  black  and  gold  pride  through  his  participation  m  an 
array  of  Southern  Miss  activities,  including  the  Student 
Government  Association,  of  which  he  serves  as  government  rela- 
tions liaison,  and  Interfraternity  Council,  where  he  is  the  vice  pres- 
ident for  public  relations.  In  addition,  Mick  is  president  of  the 
Legacy,  the  student  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Earning  a  masters  degree,  pos- 
sibly in  economic  development,  is 
first  on  Bullock's  list  of  ambitions. 
His  goals  for  the  future  include 
politics. 

"I  would  like  to  be  the  gover- 
nor of  the  great  state  of 
Mississippi,"  Bullock  said.  "I've 
seen  the  very  good  side  of  politics 
where  it  really  helps  people,  and 
I'm  eager  to  be  a  part  of  that." 

Mick  is  the  son  of  Mitchell 

and       Beverly       Bullock       of 

Columbia.    His   sister,    Tiffany 

Pope,  also  attended  USM  and  resides  in  Oak  Grove  with  her  two 

daughters,  Lauren  and  Jade.  vS* 

-  Tina  Ladner 


Bullock  has  designated  a  life  insurance 
policy  to  establish  an  endowment  for 
scholarships  for  the  Legacy  Association 
and  speech  communication. 


Calling  All  Chefs 

Think  your  gumbo  is  great?  Do  your  kids 

brag  about  your  beef  stew?  Let  us  in  on 

your  culinary  secrets. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  compiling  recipes  for  a 
cookbook  that  will  be  published  in  the  near  future. 
Send  your  recipes  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  501 3,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406;  fax 
them  to  (601)  266-4214;  or  email  them  to 
cookbook@usm.edu. 


New  Life 

Members 

Kim  B.  Jones 

Pamela  Forte 

Danny  A.  Coward 

Burney 

Prima  W.  Plauche' 
Billy  Gene  Clay,  Jr. 

Alan  James  Klein 
Melyinia  Turner 
King 

Muriel  Ann  Everton 

Aaron  &  Angie 

Kathryn  E.  Eaton 

Allday 

Deidra  Ransburgh 

William  S.  Byars,  Jr. 

Hudson 

James  E.  Blackwell 

Glenn  S.  Smith 
Helen  Purvis 

Fleming 
Paul  Allen  Dooley 
John  Edward  & 

Jadee  Williams 

Rebecca  Gaddis 

Bacsik 
Laura  Ann  Fratus 
Edward  Ogle  Hearn 
Armand  B.  De\"ezin 
John  Lwvrence 

Smalley 

Hall 

Ronald  iSt  |OYCE 

Charles  YV.  Harris 

Francis 

winter 


33 


ATHLETICNEWS 


Highlight  Show  Has  New  Home 
on  Coast 

■  "Southern  Miss  Sports 
Today  with  James  Green," 
the  university's  weekly 
basketball  highlight  show, 
has  a  new  home  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  The  program  will 
air  now  on  WXXV-TV,  FOX  25  each 
Sunday  night  at  10.  The  show  began  airing 
in  January  and  will  air  weekly  through 
early  March. 

The  30-minute  television  program,  host- 
ed by  John  Cox,  takes  viewers  inside  the 
Golden  Eagle  basketball  program  with 
interviews,  game  highlights  and  features. 

In  addition  to  airing  on  commercial  sta- 
tions throughout  Mississippi,  the  show  can 
also  be  seen  on  the  regional  sports  net- 
work, CSS,  which  airs  throughout  the 
Southeast. 

Southern  Miss  Sports  Today  with  James 
Green  can  be  seen  each  week  on  the  fol- 
lowing outlets: 

•  WDAM-TV  Ch.  7,  Laurel-Hattiesburg, 
Sunday,  10:30  p.m. 

•  WJTC-TV  Ch.  44,  Pensacola-Mobile, 
Sunday,  12:30  p.m. 

•  WXXV-TV  Ch.  25,  Biloxi-Gulfport, 
Sunday,  10  p.m. 

•  WDBD-TV  Ch.  40,  Jackson, 
Sunday,  12:30  p.m. 

•  CSS,  Regional,  TBA,  TBA 

•  Cox,  Cable  Ch.  10,  New  Orleans, 
Friday,  7  p.m 


Harrington  Named  to  MATA 
Hall  of  Fame 

■  Longtime  Southern  Miss  athletic 
trainer  Larry  "Doc"  Harrington  is  one  of 
four  sports  medicine  icons  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  Athletic  Trainers'  Association 
(MATA)  inaugural  Hall  of  Fame  class. 

Harrington 
worked  as  a  student 
manager-trainer 
and  following  his 
graduation,  joined 
the  athletic  staff  full 
time.  During  his 
35-year-plus 
Southern  Miss 

career  he  wore  many  hats,  including 
head  trainer,  tennis  coach  and  equip- 
ment manager. 

Harrington,  who  received  his  Ed.D. 
from  Southern  Miss,  also  served  as  an 
instructor  in  the  university's  Department 
of  Athletic  Administration  and 
Coaching.  He  was  a  certified  trainer 
(NATA),  a  registered  physical  therapist 
and  a  corrective  therapist. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  NATA  Hall  of 
Fame,  the  Southern  Miss  M-Club  Hall  of 
Fame  and  received  a  wide  array  of 
awards  during  his  career. 


McReynolds  Named  to  Verizon  Academic  All-District  Team 

Soccer  player  Samia  McReynolds  was  named  as  a  member  of  the 
2002  Verizon  Academic  All-District  VI  University  Division  Women's 
Soccer  Team,  as  selected  by  the  College  Sports  Information  Directors  of 
America  (CoSIDA). 

McReynolds,  a  junior  defender  from  Evansville,  Ind.,  was  selected  to 
the  All-District  VI  Second  Team.  She  currently  holds  a  3.75  grade  point 
average  in  architectural  engineering  technology.  Along  with 
McReynolds,  21  other  athletes,  hailing  from  15  regional  universities, 
were  named  on  either  the  first  or  second  teams. 

A  three-year  letterwinner,  McReynolds  started  all  17  matches  this  season  and  took  three 
shots  on  the  year.  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  presidents  list  (4.00  GPA)  for  one  semes- 
ter and  was  on  the  dean's  list  (3.25-3.99  GPA)  every  other  semester.  McReynolds  also  was 
selected  as  a  Conference  USA  Commissioners  Academic  Medalist  in  2001  and  a  member 
of  the  C-USA  Commissioners  Honor  Roll  in  2002. 


r-J 


BRETT  FAVRE 

NO.  4  •  QUARTERBACK 

GREEN  BAY  PACKERS 

Favre  is  the  NFLs  only  three-time  MVP 
(1995-97)  and  is  the  league's  leading 
active  passer  with  a  career  rating  of  86.8. 
He  ranks  in  the  NFLs  top  10  in  four  major 
passing  categories:  seventh  in  attempts 
(5,442),  sixth  in  completions  (3,311), 
ninth  in  yards  (38,627)  and  sixth  in 
touchdowns  (287).  Favre  possesses  an 
unblemished  31-0  record  at  home  (25-0 
regular  season,  6-0  playoffs)  when  the 
game-time  temperature  is  34  degrees  or 
below.  He  has  started  157  consecutive 
games  (173  including  playoffs),  which  is 
an  NFL  record  for  a  quarterback.  At 
Southern  Miss,  Favre  led  his  Southern 
Mississippi  team  to  29  victories,  includ- 
ing two  bowl  triumphs,  during  four  var- 
sity seasons  (1987-90),  and  climaxed  his 
collegiate  career  by  earning  a  "Most 
Valuable  Player"  award  in  the  East- West 
Shrine  game  featuring  the  nation's  best 
seniors.  He  set  school  records  for  passing 
yards  (8,193),  pass  attempts  (1,234), 
completions  (656),  passing  percentage 
(53.0)  and  touchdowns  (55),  with  only 
35  interceptions,  j z 
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THE  TALON 


NEWS 


A  Conversation  with  the  Commissioner 


Banowsky 


By  Thomas  A.  Baker  III  '97 

On  October  28,  2002,  Conference  USA 
named  Britton  Banowsky  as  its  second 
commissioner.  Banowsky,  a  licensed  attorney  in 
the  state  of  Texas,  has  more  than  13  years  expe- 
rience as  a  collegiate  conference  administrator. 
For  the  past  six  years,  Banowsky  was  associate 
commissioner  for  the  Big  12  Conference.  Prior 
to  joining  the  Big  12,  he  was  the  commissioner 
of  the  Southland  Conference.  Banowsky  also 
served  as  an  assistant  commissioner  for  both  the  Southland  Conference 
and  the  now  defunct  Southwest  Conference.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Oklahoma,  where  he  earned  both  a  business  and  a  law 
degree.  He  and  his  wife,  Cindy,  have  three  children:  Kendall,  17,  Brit, 
15,  and  Wade,  9. 

Recently,  The  Talon  caught  up  with  Banowsky  to  discuss  the  status  of 
the  league  as  well  as  some  of  the  issues  that  the  league  may  have  to  face 
in  the  coming  years. 

What  do  you  believe  is  Conference  USA's  biggest  strength? 

I  believe  that,  by  far,  the  conferences  biggest  strength  lies  in  the  high 
quality  of  administrators  and  coaches  who  have  worked  very  hard  to 
position  the  conference  in  the  overall  structure  of  college  athletics. 
Another  strength  is  its  diversity.  It  has  broad  geographic  scope  and  a 
variety  of  types  of  institutions.  The  league  has  schools  in  many  of  the 
major  markets  in  the  United  States.  But  Conference  USAs  diversity  is 
also  one  of  its  biggest  challenges,  as  the  broad  geographic  reach  of  the 
league  makes  travel  difficult,  and  it  is  challenging  to  move  all  of  the 
schools  in  the  same  direction  given  some  of  their  differences. 

What  do  you  believe  is  the  biggest  hurdle  that  the  conference  cur- 
rently has  to  face? 

A  goal  of  Conference  USA  is  to  be  considered  among  the  elite  confer- 
ences. In  order  to  do  that  we  have  to  continue  to  realize  competitive  suc- 
cess while  also  managing  our  programs  in  a  manner  that  maintains  aca- 
demic and  fiscal  integrity.  This  is  a  big  challenge.  I  think  we  are  highly 
competitive  in  most  sports,  and  I  am  very  impressed  with  the  quality  of 
some  of  our  basketball  programs.  My  sense  is  if  we  continue  to  work 
hard,  we  will  see  the  quality  in  our  other  programs  emerge. 

Do  you  think  that  Conference  USA  should  expand  to  12  football 
members?  If  so,  what  would  be  a  proper  timetable  for  said  expan- 
sion, and  what  programs  should  the  league  consider? 

1  don't  know  the  answer  to  this  question.  The  league  has  discussed 
expansion,  but  the  league  is  already  very  large  and  diverse.  The  benefits 
of  expanding  to  add  a  12th  football  member  need  to  be  weighed  against 
the  problems  caused  by  creating  a  more  complicated  structure. 

There  has  been  talk  in  several  publications  about  conflict  between 
league  members,  and  even  talk  about  the  formation  of  a  new 
league  composed  of  current  Conference  USA  member  institu- 
tions. Is  there  any  truth  to  this  rumor?  If  so,  how  do  you  plan  to 
address  this  situation? 

I  have  not  heard  that  rumor,  and  in  my  short  time  here  I  have  not  seen 
any  conflict  between  the  league  members. 


Will  the  league  office  be  moved  from  Chicago  to  another  city?  If 
so,  what  cities  would  be  considered? 

Again,  I  do  not  know.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss  this 
with  the  Board  of  Directors  or  determine  the  ultimate  goals  of  the  league 
in  this  regard.  Chicago  is  a  great  city.  I  have  moved,  and  I  plan  to  move 
my  family  to  Chicago  this  summer.  From  my  perspective,  Chicago  is  the 
home  of  Conference  USA,  but  I  understand  that  it  is  subject  to  change. 

Is  Bowl  Championship  Series  affiliation  a  realistic  possibility  for 
Conference  USA?  If  so,  could  Conference  USA  become  a  BCS 
league  in  2006,  when  the  BCS  contract  with  ABC  expires? 

I  think  that  BCS  affiliation  is  one  of  the  more  important  issues  the 
conference  faces.  From  my  experience  with  postseason  football,  1  have 
learned  that  its  structure  is  one  that  has  continually  evolved,  and  my 
sense  is  that  it  will  evolve  again  in  the  next  few  years.  It  is  also  my  belief 
that  Conference  USA  will  have  greater  access  to  the  new  structure  than 
it  has  now.  I  don't  know  whether  that  means  that  Conference  USA  will 
become  a  BCS  league.  I'm  not  even  sure  that  the  BCS  label  will  contin- 
ue to  be  used  in  the  future. 

If  the  BCS  continues  to  exclude  Conference  USA,  would  the 
league  consider  an  anti-trust  suit  against  the  BCS? 

Personally  I  can't  imagine  our  conference  members  filing  a  lawsuit 
against  other  conference  members,  which  really  are  composed  of  insti- 
tutions of  higher  education  over  this  matter.  My  sense  is  presidents  and 
chancellors  would  not  want  to  see  that  happen. 

You  come  from  the  Big  12,  a  league  that  is  composed  of  members 
that  participate  in  all  sports.  Should  Conference  USA  explore  all- 
sport  membership? 

In  a  perfect  world,  institutions  within  a  conference  all  sponsor  the 
same  sports,  but  that  is  not  a  reality,  even  in  the  Big  12.  In  the  Big  12. 
there  are  institutions  that  sponsor  sports  like  gymnastics  and  wrestling 
and  a  variety  of  sports  that  are  not  sponsored  by  all  the  league  members. 
The  idea  of  an  all-sports  membership  league  is  really  passe  in  todays 
environment.  This  question  probably  speaks  to  football.  If  that's  the  case, 
I  believe  that  there  is  great  value  in  having  the  diversity  that  is  repre- 
sented by  the  I-AAA  members  such  as  Marquette,  DePaul,  Saint  Louis 
and  Charlotte. 

The  league  currently  has  five  bowl  tie-ins,  but  only  one  of  these 
bowls,  the  Houston  Bowl,  pits  a  Conference  USA  team  against  a 
school  from  a  BCS  conference.  Unfortunately,  there  is  a  possibili- 
ty that  Conference  USA  may  lose  its  spot  in  the  Houston  Bowl. 
What  steps  are  being  taken  to  ensure  that  Conference  USA  has 
desirable  bowl  tie-ins? 

Ultimately  we  want  to  reward  teams  that  have  done  well  in  the  regu- 
lar season  with  an  opportunity  to  go  to  a  bowl,  and  I  think  we  will  be  in 
a  position  to  do  that  in  the  future.  I'm  really  not  sure  what  our  bowl 
structure  will  look  like  in  the  long  run.  I  know  that  we  worked  hard  to 
add  five  bowls  to  the  bowl  line  up,  and  that  is  something  that  is  very 
important  to  the  conference.  It  would  be  premature  for  me  to  try  to 
identify  all  the  bowl  relationships  and  bowl  tie-ins  that  the  conference 
could  have  in  the  future.  It  seems  new  bowls  arc  created  even-  vear.53? 
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EAGLE 


Athletics  has  made  great  strides  during  the  university's  capital  cam- 
paign. Across  the  country,  major  universities  are  upgrading  or 
building  new  facilities  and  fully  endowing  their  scholarships  for  stu- 
dent-athletes. To  remain  competitive,  we  must  do  the  same. 

During  the  last  three  years,  we  have  completed  our  new  athletic  cen- 
ter and  baseball  clubhouse,  installed  lights  on  our  football  game  and 
practice  fields,  and  made  a  great  start  on  our  new  softball  complex. 
Other  projects  on  the  drawing  board  include  stadium  expansion,  the 
renovation  of  Reed  Green  Coliseum,  a  new  tennis  complex,  and  com- 
pletion of  our  softball,  track  and  soccer  complex. 

To  do  all  of  this,  we  need  all  Southern  Miss  alumni  to  step  up  to  the 
plate.  We  cannot  continue  to  grow  and  maintain  the  edge  we  have  in 
Conference  USA  without  everyone's  contribution.  We  realize  the  current 
economic  climate  is  difficult.  Although  we  would  like  to  see  100  percent 
of  alumni  contribute  to  any  area  of  the  university,  we  trust  that  you  real- 
ize as  in  a  game,  we  are  currently  in  the  fourth  quarter  and  the  game  is 
on  the  line.  If  we  are  to  have  outstanding  teams  that  provide  the  uni- 
versity with  positive  national  media  attention,  we  need  to  make  our 


New  Athletic  Center 

commitment  to  athletic  program  growth  now. 

We  trust  you  will  join  the  supporters  below  who  have  committed  so 
much  to  initiate  the  growth  we  have  seen,  and  make  your  commitment  to 
our  capital  campaign  now.  For  additional  information,  contact  the  Eagle 
Club  at  (601)  266-5299,  or  via  e-mail  at  eagle.club@usm.edu. 

The  list  below  was  compiled  November  15,  so  if  you  feel  there  is  an 
error,  please  notify  our  Athletic  Foundation  office  at  (601)  266-5299.  S^1 


Contributors  to  the  Athletic  Capital  Campaign 


Mr.  Douglas  Abraham 

Mr.  Robert  Abrams 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Spencer  Adams  III 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  Adkison 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wynn  Alexander 

Mr.  Allen  Anderson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dorrance  Aultman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chester  Baker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Banks 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alton  G.  Bankston 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  D.  Barham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mark  A  Barhanovich 

Mr.  Larry  Bateman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  L.  Bean  III 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Skip  Bean 

Mr.  James  A.  Bell 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  W  Benefield 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  E  Best  III 

Mr.  Joseph  M.  Best 

Mr.  George  Watson  Birdrow  III 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  C.  Boone 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Boothe 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bower 

Mr.  Wilbur  H.  Boyles 

Mr. &  Mrs.  Kim  Bradley 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Brent 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brad  Brian 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Britt 

Mr.  Bill  Broadhead 

Mr.  Marvin  D.  Brooks 

Mr.  Mark  Bryan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Bryant 

Mr.  William  T.  Burke 

Mr.  John  I.  Bush 

Mr.  Ben  Calhoun 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  Callahan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Cameron 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gene  D.  Carlisle 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Carmichael 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Chain 

Mr.  Edsel  A.  Coats 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Aubrey  L.  Collum 

Mr.  Tom  J.  Curtis 

Mr.  Charles  E  Dawkins 

Mr.  Nicholas  Deluca 


Mr.  Thomas  A.  Dews 

Robert  C.  Dews  Sr. 

Mrs.  Jeanne  Dews 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  L.  Dews  III 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Dews 

Mr.  Christopher  Dickerson 

Mr.  James  William  Dickson 

Mr.  Amell  Dubose 

Mr.  John  Duease 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  K.  Dukes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Dunaway 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Warren  K.  Dunn 

Mr.  Eddie  Roberts 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Fairchild 

Mr.  John  Fairchild 

Mr.  Leonard  Farmer 

Mrs.  Deanna  Favre 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Ferlise 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Ferlise 

Mr.  C.  T.  Finnegan 

Col.  &  Mrs.  Tyler  Fletcher 

Mr.  Steven  Gray  Frazier 

Mr.  Eddie  Gay 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Giannini 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gene  Gibson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kevin  Howard  Giddis 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Lamar  Gillespie 

Mr.  Allen  Gordy 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  A.  Graham 

Dr.  Dennis  Granberry 

Mr.  Joe  M.  Griffin 

Mr.  Mack  Grubbs 

Dr.  John  Guice 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Greg  A.  Haeusler 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Timothy  M.  Hallman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Luther  Hammett 

Mr.  William  A.  Hansen  Jr. 

Mr.  Paul  Harris 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Hatten 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brad  Brian 

Mr.  James  Heidelberg 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  Herrin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Hewes 

Mrs.  Christi  Holloway 

Mr.  Paul  H. "  Bud"  Holmes 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  K.  Paige  Howell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mickey  Hudson 

Mr.  Scott  Huff 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  A.  Hughes 

Pearlee  &  Wayne  Hynum 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Ingram 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  Marlin  Ivey 

Mr.  Scott  Leslie 

Mr.  Ken  Rushing 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Toby  L.  Jeffreys 

Mr.  Donald  Jennings 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cecil  Jordan 

Johnny  62  Helen  Kelly 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Buddy  King 

Mr.  Alan  Lahr 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael  G. 

Landrum 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Elmo  Lang 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ed  Langston 

Mr.  Larry  Lawrence 

Mr.  Ronnie  Lee 

Mr.  Vince  Lenaz 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Lance  Line 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cecil  Long 

Mr.  Chuck  Hancock 

Mrs.  Nan  Lott 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  A. 

Malone 

Mr.  Anthony  Manguno 

Mr.  Wilmer  Manson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mickey  Marshall 

Jacqueline  &  R.  Milo 

McCarthy 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Milo  McCarthy 

Mr.  WM.  McElroy 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Doug  McLelland 

Mr.  Andin  McLeod 

Mr.  Julius  Mclliwain 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Michael 

McMahan 

Mr.  J.  Raymond  McMullan 

Mr.  James  McRae 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Keith  Melancon 

Mr.  Tom  Milam 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bob  Mixon 
Mr.  Floyd  Mobley 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Michael 
Molleston 
Mr.  Keith  Mooney 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Pat  Moore 
Mr.  &r  Mrs.  Steve  E.  Moore 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Greg  Moore 
Mr.  Harry  Moore 
Mr.  Ralph  J.  Morris 
Mr.  Ray  Myrick 
Mr.  Travis  Newman 
Mr.  Travis  Norman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  J.  Norris 
Mr.  Scott  Openshaw 
Mr.  Zack  Pace 
Mr.  Alfred  Pace 
Mr.  Jesse  Parker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gary  Pan- 
Mr.  Jim  Payne 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Payne 
Mr.  Wilford  A.  Payne  Jr. 
Mr.  Keith  Payne 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  L  Payne  Jr. 
Mr.  John  Perkins 
Mr.  Jack  Peters 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mike  Randolph 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carey  Revels 
Mr.  Mouise  Richard 
Mr.  &r  Mrs.  David  Rimes 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Truman  Roberts 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  D.  "Doc"  Roberts 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charlie  Rogers 
Mr.  Robert  Rogers 
Mr.  James  Roseberry 
Mr.  Anthony  Claude  Rouchon 
c/o  Dr.  Doug  Rouse 
Ronald  &  Monica  Russell 
Mr.  Ron  Russell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gregory  W  Rutland 
Dr.  Cathy  Sessums 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herschel  Shattles 
Mr.  Kenneth  B.  Shearer 
Mr.  Don  Shelton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Marvin  Shemper 


Mr.  Dick  Simmons 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ray  A.  Sims 

Mrs.  Fredrica  Slay-Bellard 

Bill  and  Cathy  Smith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Smith 

Dr.  J.  E  Stanovich 

Mr.  Robert  Steadman 

Mr.  Robert  Ernest  Stevens 

Mr.  Bryan  Stevens 

Mr.  Garland  Sullivan 

Mr.  Joe  Sullivan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne  C.  Sullivan 

Mr.  Ben  Sutton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chevis  Swetman 

Mr.  Addison  Tatum 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Scott  E  Thames 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Shelby  E  Thames 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Clay  B.  Thames 

Mr.  Robert  Thompson 

Drs.  Jon  &  Christy  Thornton 

Mr.  Richard  K.  Trusty 

Mr.  Donald  A  "Bud"  Urquhartjr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bud  Urquhart 

Mr.  Leonard  Van  Slyke 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dick  Vogel 

Mr.  Benjamin  Waddle 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Thad  Waites 

Mr.  Maurice  Walker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Walker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sparky  Walker 

Mr.  James  Ward 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  Ward 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence  Wanen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Nick  Welch 

Mr.  Robert  West 

Mr.  George  Westerfield 

Mr.  Donald  Williamson 

Mr.  Ed  Williamson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ben  Willoughby 

Mr.  Buddy  Winstead 

Mr.  Tom  Wolford 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Woodruff 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roderick  Woods 

Mr.  Clymer  Wright 

Mr.  Ronald  Carl  Youngbloom 
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2002  Houston  Bowl 


For  three-and-a-half  quarters  Southern  Miss  challenged  Oklahoma  State  for  the  2002  Houston  Bowl,  but  the  Cowboys  overtook 
the  Golden  Eagles  in  the  final  half  of  the  fourth  quarter  to  win  33-23.  Despite  the  loss,  Golden  Eagle  fans  painted  the  city  of 
Houston  black  and  gold.  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '80,  Photo  Services  manager,  was  on  hand  to  help  capture  the  atmosphere  for  this  issues 
Snapshots. 


hEllo  to  my 
]huSband- 

tM  nn cti /mi 


Marcus  Nause  and  his  wife,  April 
Evans  Nause,  brought  their  future 
Golden  Eagle,  Katherine,  to  the 
Houston  Bowl. 

Senior  Mick  Bullock  and  friends  relax 
before  the  Golden  Eagles  took  on  the 
Cowboys. 

Tate  Marsh  and  Bud  Urquhart  enjoy 
the  Alumni  Association-sponsored 
party  at  SRO  in  the  Northwest  Mall. 

Vic  Purvis  and  Rod  Windham  and 
their  families  gathered  before  the 
game. 

Jim  Warren,  Walt  Warren,  Steve 
Nelson  and  Ed  Hatten,  from  left,  visit 
before  the  game. 

Chris  Kochenower,  Judie 
Kochenower,  president  of  the 
Houston  alumni  chapter,  and  Joy 
Hamilton  at  the  Alumni  Association's 
party. 

A  Golden  Eagle  fan  sends  greetings 
to  her  husband  from  the  game. 

Southern  Miss  fans  show  their  black 
and  gold  pride. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
(601)  266-5013. 


WINTER  201 
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$  100  Million  Comprehensive  Campaign 

CAMPAIGN  SUMMARY 

I  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  launched  its  first  comprehensive  campaign  in  July  1997,  with  the  goal  of 
securing  $100  million  by  June  30,  2004.  Friends,  alumni,  and  staff  voiced  resounding  support  of  Southern  Miss 
during  the  three-year  silent  phase  of  the  campaign,  raising  over  $56  million  prior  to  entering  the  public  phase 
on  April  20,  2001.  By  winter  2003,  an  impressive  number  of  supporters  stepped  forward  to  increase  campaign 
contributions  and  pledges  to  over  $82  million.  As  the  final  days  of  the  campaign  approach,  your  involve- 
ment in  The  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss  will  play  an  important  role  in  making  it  a  success. 

CAMPAIGN  VISION 

Serving  the  region  and  nation  with  distinction,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  classified  as  a 

Carnegie  Doctoral/Research-Extensive  Institution,  attracting  and  retaining  the  best  and  brightest  students, 

faculty,  and  staff.  Additional  funding  will  allow  expansion  of  our  research  output,  nurturing  of  economic 

development  partnerships,  and  support  in  obtaining  certification/accreditation  for  every  program 

available  at  Southern  Miss.  Private  funding  will  supply  the  competitive  edge  necessary  for 

achieving  our  mission  of  excellence. 


Accomplishments  in  higher  education  at  Southern  Miss  in  teaching,  research,  and  public 
service  have  been  extraordinary  because  of  sacrificial  gifts  of  supporters  and  unusually 

dedicated  service  by  faculty,  staff,  alumni,  and  friends. 


Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
President  Emeritus  and  Campaign  Chair 
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\MPAIGN  PRIORITIES 

priorities  for  the  $100  million  Campaign  for  Southern  Miss  have  been 
ntitied  from  input  of  staff,  administration,  development  and  athletic  personnel, 
mni,  and  friends  of  the  University.  By  strengthening  support  in  these  critical  areas, 
e  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  possess  the  tools  needed  to  excel  as  a  world- 
>s  institution. 

»S  are  among  the  most  important  recruiting  tools  for  a  university. 
As  early  as  the  junior  year  of  high  school,  serious  students  begin  evaluating  universities. 
Scholarships  are  incentives  that  attract  academic  leaders  and  offer  solutions  to  their  financial 
needs.  High-ability  students  challenge  the  University  to  improve  while  their  achievements  enhance 
the  academic  reputation  of  Southern  Miss. 


T  is  crucial  in  empowering  the  supportive 
network  of  the  University.  An  excellent  education  must  be  supported  by  an 
excellent  faculty  and  staff.  Campaign  gifts  will  supply  new  resources  to  promote 
research,  scholarship,  and  leading-edge  teaching  and  learning  opportunities. 

pose  a  unique  and  welcomed  challenge  to  Southern 
Miss.  As  the  only  university  in  the  state  with  dual-campus  status  and  responsibil- 
ity, Southern  Miss  is  addressing  the  needs  of  Mississippi's  fastest  growing  region. 
The  campaign  will  provide  resources  to  allow  the  Gulf  Coast  campuses  to 
upgrade  facilities,  libraries,  and  technology;  offer  additional  scholarships;  and 
build  outstanding  educational  opportunities  at  four  locations. 


Endowments  are  our  future.  These  are  the    ♦ 


lasting  gifts  that  will  forever  provide  financial 
support  for  students,  faculty,  athletics,  and  all 
other  areas  of  the  University. 


Dr.  Shelby  F.  Thames 
President 
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LIBRARIES  AND  TECHNOLOGY  require  vigilance  to  remain  viable  in  the  age  of  technology  and  information. 
Extensive  library  resources,  including  electronic  research  tools  in  addition  to  traditional  books  and  journals,  are 
essential  to  a  vibrant  learning  environment.  Increasing  acquisitions  and  technology  through  The  Campaign  for 
Southern  Miss  will  help  ensure  that  our  students  and  faculty  stay  abreast  of  their  chosen  fields. 

:;  unite  the  University  and  the  community  through  school  spirit.  Recruiting  outstan 
athletes  and  providing  quality  equipment  and  facilities  build  programs  that  rally  the  Southern 
spanning  generations  of  students,  family,  faculty,  staff,  and  alumni.  Private  funding  is  critical  to 
success  of  our  athletic  program. 

T  was  established  to  recognize  and  encourage  friends  and  alumni  who 
include  Southern  Miss  in  their  estate  planning.  Members  pave  the  way  for  future  generations 
through  their  gifts  in  wills,  life  insurance  policies,  trusts  to  benefit  donors  and  eventually 
the  University,  or  through  many  other  types  of  planned  gifts.  Increasing  the  member- 
ship of  the  Founders'  Society  to  500  by  2004  is  a  key  priority  in  The  Campaign  for 
Southern  Miss. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Office  of  Development,  Box  10026, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406  or  call  (601)  266-5602.  ^-.  ■ 


CLASS  JOT 


Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  or 
e-mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


PAUL  MCMULLAN,  Forrest  General 
Board  of  Trustees  chairman  and  retired 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
First  National  Bank,  has  received  the 
2002  Distinguished  Citizen  Award  from 
the  Pine  Burr  Area  Council,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America.  This  award  is  the  Boy  Scouts 
highest  honor.  (PHOTO) 

JAIME  STANLEY  and  MICHAEL  GRIFFIN  wed 

October  12,  2002.  Stanley  is  employed  by  McRae's 
Department  Store  in  Hattiesburg,  and  Griffin  is 
employed  by  Woods  Development  Corp.  of  Hattiesburg. 


LEO  "THE  LION"  HERRMANN  '55  was  inducted  into 
the  Southern  Miss  M-Club  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  in  April. 

HAROLD  LOVE  '57,  '58  and  his,  wife  Sue  McDavid, 
were  honored  by  the  establishment  of  a  scholarship  in 
their  names  at  the  University  of  Central  Arkansas  in 
Conway.  The  Harold  and  Sue  Love  Special  Education 
Fund  will  provide  stipends  for  senior  and  graduate  stu- 
dents who  major  in  special  education. 

SIDNEY  "WINSTON"  LYON  '58  underwent  a  success- 
ful heart  transplant  at  the  University  of  Alabama  - 
Birmingham  and  is  already  back  at  work  and  enjoying 
his  hobbies.  Lyon  said  he  is  "thankful  to  be  alive." 
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Michelle  Ratcliff  '92,  '94  has  devoted  most  of  her  career  to 
championing  women's  issues  and  focusing  on  the  value  of 
women  and  their  impact  on  society. 

But  her  post-collegiate  life  didn't  start  out  that  way. 

Ratcliff,  who  received  her  bachelor's  degree  in  radio,  televi- 
sion and  film  and  her  master's  degree  in  economic  develop- 
ment, tried  her  hand  at  sales  and  economic  development  jobs. 
Then,  after  being  unhappy  in  her  jobs  for  several  years,  she 
began  pursuing  her  lifelong  dream  of  hosting  a  talk  show. 

With  the  help  of  several  friends,  Ratcliff  landed  an  interview  with  the  supervising 
producer  of  St.  Louis'  government  access  channel,  City  16,  and  was  brought  on  to  pro- 
duce and  host  the  channel's  public  affairs  program,  City  Corner. 

Ratcliff  was  also  charged  with  the  task  of  creating  a  new  show  for  City  16  that  was 
aimed  at  women.  She  created,  developed,  produces  and  hosts  "St.  Louis  Woman,"  a  30- 
minute  talk/magazine  show  that  is  taped  every  four  to  six  weeks.  The  show  spotlights 
women  who  hold  the  highest  positions  within  the  city  of  St.  Louis;  also  featured  are 
groupings  of  women,  such  as  female  attorneys,  women  in  the  local  media  and  area 
businesswomen. 

Her  hard  work  on  "St.  Louis  Woman"  paid  off  when  she  was  tapped  to  co-produce 
and  host  "Herstory,"  a  series  that  focuses  on  various  women  in  the  St.  Louis  area  and 
their  personal  stories  of  triumph.  The  series  airs  on  the  local  National  Public  Radio  sta- 
tion, KVVMU. 

Ratcliff  said  the  one  message  she  would  like  her  viewers  and  listeners  to  get  from  her 
shows  is  that  "every  woman  is  amazing.  Each  one  has  an  incredible  story  that,  if 
allowed  to  be  told,  will  inspire  other  women  to  keep  working  as  hard  as  they  do  to 
achieve  their  goals." 

She  said  the  critical  thinking  skills  she  relies  on  every  day  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
rigorous  curriculum  of  the  Honors  College.  "In  addition  to  the  Honors  College  and  the 
RTF  department,  I  had  the  wonderful  opportunity  to  study  abroad  through  the  College 
of  International  Education,"  she  said.  "USM  prepared  me  to  go  out  into  my  world  with 
a  perspective,  with  the  basic  technical  training,  and  with  the  desire  to  continue  learn- 
ing and  to  do  great  things." 

Ratcliff  and  her  husband,  Dan,  reside  in  St.  Louis  with  their  two  children,  Megan,  7, 
and  Jake,  3.  HJB  E£ 


DR.  JIM  HANSFORD  '65,  professor  of  music  and  direc- 
tor of  bands  since  1990  at  Oklahoma  Baptist  University, 
served  as  senior  editor  and  writer  for  a  recently  released 
400-page  textbook,  "The  Instrumental  Resource  for 
Church  and  School."  The  entire  project  was  coordinated 
through  Lifeway  Church  Resources  in  Nashville. 


CAROLYN  MCGEHEE  72,  Pontotoc  Elementary 
School's  pnncipal,  was  cited  as  Mississippi's  2002 
National  Distinguished  Pnncipal. 

THOMAS  WALKER  74  was  recently  named  associate 
dean  for  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Oklahoma 
State  University  He  has  served  on  the  Music  Department 
faculty  at  OSU  since  1981,  and  has  taught  trombone, 
jazz  studies  and  music  technology. 

DR.  RON  BRENT  76  and  LENA  SUPRUN  were  mar- 
ried September  21,  2002.  Brent  has  a  neurosurgery  prac- 
tice in  Hattiesburg,  and  Suprun  attends  Southern  Miss. 

GINGER  FERGUSON  76  recently 
retired  as  senior  vice  president  of  Forrest 
General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg. 
(PHOTO) 

WALTER  HATTEN  76  is  now  senior 
vice  president  of  Hancock  Bank.  Hatten 
joined  the  bank  in  1987  after  10  years  with  First 
Mississippi  National  Bank's  data  processing  division. 

BETH  MAYO  76  and  THOMAS  JAMISON  were  mar- 
ned  October  26,  2002.  Mayo  is  employed  by  McRae's 
Department  Stores  as  a  regional  training  manager,  and 
Jamison  is  the  owner  of  Woodstone  Monument  and  Sign 
Company  in  Hattiesburg. 


ORA  LEE  SHAHEED  76  was  named  vice  president  of 
Patient  Care  Services  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

In  October,  MICHAEL  MARKS  77, 
79,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Education  Association,  addressed  50,000 
educators  at  the  All  India  Primary 
Teachers'  Federation  biennial  conference 
in  Bangalore,  India.  Marks  spoke  about 
reforming  child  labor  laws  in  India. 
Marks  also  helped  celebrate  the  end  of 
the  AIPTF's  Shiksa  Abhiyan  Yatra,  a  monthlong  cross- 
country march  that  helped  raise  awareness  about  the 
human  right  to  education.  (PHOTO) 

SUSAN  ARCHER  RILEY  78,  '83  has  been  named  one 
of  Mississippi's  50  Leading  Business  Women  for  2002. 
Riley  is  a  certified  public  accountant  and  shareholder  in 
the  firm  of  Nicholson  and  Company  PA. 

FELECIA  LOTT  CARPENTER  79,  a  history  teacher  at 
Oak  Grove  High  School,  was  honored  as  the  Mississippi 
Teacher  of  the  Year  in  the  VFW  Citizenship  Education 
Teacher  Award  contest. 


LT.  COL.  HAROLD  "HAL"  BULLOCK  '81  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Defense  Information  Systems' 
Agency  in  Arlington,  Va.,  to  the  Air  Force  Pentagon 
Communications  Agency,  also  located  in  Arlington. 

LINDA  KERR  KEENUM  '81  has  joined  BancorpSouth 
Insurance  as  marketing  director.  Keenum 
joins  the  company  with  21  years  of 
experience  in  insurance. 


DAVID  E.  PERRY  '81,  '84  has  joined 
the  accounting  firm  Home  CPA  Group 
as  audit  manager  in  the  firm's  Nashville 
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office.  Perry  previously  served  as  chief  financial  officer  of 
Dynahealth  Inc.,  a  multi-state  home  health  consulting 
company  located  in  Columbia,  Miss.  (PHOTO) 


ANGELA  PACE  '82,  '96,  a  Forrest 
General  Hospital  employee  of  20  years, 
is  stepping  into  the  Quality 
Management  director  role.  (PHOTO) 


SYLVIA  THAMES  '82  and  James  Foxworth  were  mar- 
ried October  20,  2002. 

ALEXANDER  BEHAR  '84,  a  standout  tennis  player 
while  at  Southern  Miss,  is  ranked  first  in  tennis  in  Texas' 
40-year-old  division. 

R.  TEB  JONES  '84  has  been  promoted  to  assistant  vice 
president  at  Stewart  Sneed  Hewes/BankcorpSouth 
Insurance.  Before  joining  Stewart  Sneed  Hewes/ 
BancorpSouth,  Jones  spent  three  years  as  an  accountant. 

DR.  HARRIET  JONES  '85  recently  received  board  certi- 
fication in  internal  medicine.  She  is  currently  in  her  sec- 
ond year  of  a  fellowship  in  infectious  diseases  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

JAIME  OREJAN  85,  '91,  '95  and  ELIZABETH  ORE- 
JAN  '97  announce  the  October  3,  2002,  birth  of  their 
son,  Joseph  Paul. 

MITCHELL  COSTILOW  '86  recently  opened  Mitch's 
Gym  in  North  Carrollton. 

ARTHUR  E.  "ARTY"  CREEL  '86  and  HEATHER 
MCKEE  CREEL  '92  announce  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Eva  Maureen.  She  is  welcomed  by  big  brothers 
Corey  and  Nathan. 

GEORGE  D.  LITTLE  '86  and  his  wife,  Ellen,  announce 
the  October  9,  2002,  birth  their  daughter,  Emileigh 
Nicole. 
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Howell  Named  HabiJax  CFO 

Joe  Howell  76  recently  accepted  the  position  of  chief  financial  offi- 
cer for  HabiJax,  the  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  affiliate  of  Habitat  for  Humanity 
International.  In  his  new  position,  Howell  oversees  the  organization's 
human  resources,  accounting,  management  information  systems, 
safety,  facility  management  and  insurance  staff. 
"I  became  very  sold  on  the  mission  of  HabiJax,"  Howell  said  in  a  November  2002 
of  Jacksonville  Business  Journal.  "1  think  managing  finance  for  a  nonprofit  was  a  per- 
fect fit  for  me." 

Prior  to  joining  HabiJax,  Howell  served  more  than  a  decade  as  director  of  oper- 
ations for  Flonda  Baptist  Financial  Services.  Before  that,  he  worked  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  with  Wells  Fargo  and  in  Jacksonville  with  Duval  Federal  Savings 
and  First  Union. 

In  addition  to  his  work  with  HabiJax,  he  is  an  adjunct  professor  of  finance  at 
Webster  University 

Howell  lives  in  Southside,  Fla.,  with  his  wife,  Jenny,  and  their  children,  Austin, 
16,  and  Katie,  13. 

Graham  Named  AIDB's  16th  President 

Dr.  Terry  Graham  7 1 ,  74  took  office  in  January  as  the  Alabama 
Institute  for  Deaf  and  Blinds  16th  president.  Graham,  a  25-year  vet- 
eran of  AIDB,  is  the  first  president  promoted  from  within  the  insti- 
tute since  1962  and  is  the  fourth  president  in  the  organizations  his- 
tory to  be  promoted  from  within  the  ranks. 

Previously,  Graham  served  as  executive  director  of  AIDB's  Office  of 
Health,  Evaluation  and  Outreach,  where  he  worked  since  1992.  In  that  position  he 
provided  direction  for  one  of  AIDB's  largest  and  fastest-growing  units.  He  supervised 
some  276  employees  and  oversaw  a  budget  of  approximately  $7  million. 

Board  of  Trustees  Chairman  Dr.  Annas  Aytch  said  the  board  expressed  confidence 
in  Graham's  leadership.  "We  were  looking  for  a  person  with  vision,  creativity  and 
leadership,  and  we  are  investing  our  confidence  in  Dr.  Graham  that  he  will  be  able 
to  provide  what  we  need  at  this  time,"  she  said.  "We  had  many  good  candidates,  and 
Dr.  Graham  rose  to  the  top." 

DeVinney  Named  to  National  Board 

Barbara  W  DeVinney  '64  has  been  appointed  to  the  National  Skill 
Standards  Board  by  Sen.  Trent  Lott,  R-Miss. 

DeVinney,  an  executive  with  Eastman  Chemical  Company  in 

Kingsport,  Term.,  took  the  oath  of  office  during  recent  ceremonies  in 

Washington,  D.C.,  becoming  the  board's  newest  member. 

"Sustaining  our  nation's  global  competitiveness  requires  a  skilled  work  force," 

DeVinney  said.  "I  am  honored  to  be  appointed  to  the  National  Skill  Standards  Board 

and  look  forward  to  working  with  other  board  members  in  support  of  the  voluntary 

national  skill  standards  system." 

Tim  C.  Flynn,  chairman  emeritus  of  LodgeNet  Entertainment  Inc.  and  NSSB  chair, 
described  DeVinney  as  a  "highly  accomplished  individual  with  a  broad  range  of  inter- 
ests who  will  bring  to  our  board  a  great  deal  of  wisdom  in  her  areas  of  expertise." 

DeVinney  currently  serves  on  a  number  of  boards,  including  those  of  BlueCross 
BlueShield  of  Tennessee  Inc.  and  the  East  Tennessee  State  University  Foundation. 
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DR.  RANDY  NORRIS  '86,  '89  and  SUSAN  NORRIS  '89  announce  the  December 
6,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Jennie  Kathenne  Patncia.  She  is  welcomed  home  by 
big  brothers  Chnstian,  Timothy  and  Benjamin 

DON  MIDDLETON  '88,  '93  was  selected  Teacher  of  the  Year  by  his  colleagues  at 
Tampa's  Hillsborough  Senior  High  School,  where  he  teaches  Amencan  history, 

STACEY  READY  '88,  '96  is  now  the  assistant  director,  marketing  and  public  rela- 
tions in  Southern  Miss'  Division  of  Recreational  Sports. 

MILLIE  SWAN  '88,  physician  and  public  relations  director  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital,  has  been  named  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Mississippi  Hospital 
Association's  Society  for  Health  Care  Marketing  and  Public  Relations.  Swan  will  serve 
a  two-year  term  as  a  member-at-large  on  the  MHA  board. 


MAJ.  CHRISTOPHER  WHEELER 

his  daughter,  Knstin  Mane 


l  announces  the  December  31,  2001,  binh  of 


ROBERTA  "ROBBIE"  O'BRIEN  DAVIDSON  '89  was  promoted  to  tax  director  at 
the  Isle  of  Capri  Casino  Inc.  in  BUoxi.  Davidson  has  been  employed  at  the  casino  for 
three  years. 

DR.  JOSEPH  V.  WHITE  '89,  '93,  '99,  '02  completed  a  Ph.D.  in  August. 
Additionally,  he  married  Brenda  McCoy,  and  the  couple  has  three  children.  White 
has  been  a  principal  for  the  past  eight  years  at  Pearl  River  Central  in  Camere. 


ERIC  BONEY  '90  and  Nona  Nelson  were  married  November  30,  2002.  Boney  is  a 
ma|or  in  the  United  States  Army  Reserves,  and  Nelson  is  employed  by  the 
Hattiesburg  Public  School  District. 

D.  SHANE  LOPER  '90  has  been  promoted  to  senior  vice  president  of  Hancock  Bank. 

DONN  MITCHELL  '90  and  his  wife,  Kelli,  announce  the  October 
18,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Ryan  Christian.  Ryan  is  welcomed  home 
by  siblings  Trace  and  Drew.  (PHOTO) 

SUSAN  HEWITT  '91  recently  began  working  as  a  staff  attorney 
with  the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court 

ANTHONY  J.  PALAZZO  '91  and  Amy  Taylor  were  married  May  17,  2002. 


V 

--* 

m  - 

1              Si 

5r  f     ■tfn 

> 

EDERMAN    BROTH  E 
Orrr  A   Crxtmra  in  Prix 

RS 

^^^^^m-      U W  ■  r^n                                ■ :-+' 4   K+m  j         <^^^^m 

^^^^B^H*     H  3QPa^m  V^b  v^b  ^^h  WB  w^I  ^  ^B  BJH  3H    "^^^^H^b 

500  Steed  Road  @  1-55  North   1   P.O.  Box  6100               /l5fN 
Ridgeland,  MS  39157   I   P:  601.853.7300  I   F:  601.853.7335     S> 

WINTER  2( 


41 


CLASSMOTES 


GREG  PHILLIPS  '91,  Pine  Grove 
Recovery  Center  business  development 
coordinator,  has  been  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  Economic  Council's  2002- 
2003  Mississippi  Leadership  Class. 
(PHOTO) 


RANDY  RAGGIO  '91  and  his  wife,  Noel,  announce  the 
October  11,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Jenna  Claire. 

JOHN  ADAMS  '92  and  KATHERINE  LEWIS  '94  wed 

October  5,  2002.  Adams  is  the  proprietor  of 
Homeworks,  and  Lewis  is  employed  by  Credit  Bureau 
Central. 

SEAN  P  FOREMAN  '92  and  his  wife,  Robyn,  announce 
the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Teagan  Rose.  Sean  currently 
serves  as  divisional  human  resources  manager  for  Home 
Depot's  Central  Division.  He  is  now  in  his  seventh  year 
with  the  company. 

PAUL  HAGELSTON  III  '92  and  AMY  MCCULLY  '95 

were  married  August  31,  2002.  Hagelston  is  the  owner 
of  Zags-Advanced  Graphics  in  Hattiesburg,  and  McCully 
is  pursuing  a  master's  degree  in  workforce  training  and 
development  at  Southern  Miss. 

LARRY  D.  JONES  '92  has  been  promoted  to  audit  sen- 
ior manager  at  Ernst  &  Young  LLP 

DR.  JAMES  T.  MCLAUGHLIN  '92  was  awarded  the 
diplomate  credential  in  pain  management  on  November 
13,  2002,  by  the  American  Academy  of  Pain 
Management. 

JOHN  MYHRES  '92  was  named  one  of  Grand  Casinos 
September  Associates  of  the  Month.  Myhres  performed 
the  Heimlich  maneuver  on  a  guest  who  was  choking. 

TODD  WIMBERLY  '92  was  promoted  to  vice  president 
and  trust  officer  at  Trustmark  Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

DARLA  FULLER  ADAMS  '93  is  currently  employed 
with  the  North  Mississippi  Medical  Center  Community 
Health  as  a  school  nurse  at  Tupelo  Middle  School.  Her 
husband,  Dr.  John  M.  Adams,  is  the  senior  pastor  at  First 
Baptist  Church  Mantachie. 


DR.  ERIC  JORDAN  '93  and  Sara  Sytsma  wed 
November  9,  2002.  Jordan  is  employed  by  South 
Mississippi  Emergency  Physicians  and  words  as  an  emer- 
gency department  physician  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 
Sytsma  is  pursuing  her  doctorate  in  child  clinical  psy- 
chology at  Louisiana  State  University  and  is  employed  by 
the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson 
as  a  pre -doctoral  intern. 

CHRISTY  MCLEMORE  '93  and  CHRIS  JOY  '94  were 
married  October  12,  2002.  McLemore  is  employed  as  an 
executive  assistant  at  AAA  Ambulance  Service  in 
Hattiesburg,  and  Joy  is  employed  as  a  registered  nurse 
by  the  hospice  program  at  South  Central  Regional 
Medical  Center. 

KIMBERLY  ANDERS  RUSH  '93  and  JOSEPH  RUSH 

'97  announce  the  September  24,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
Cade  Anders.  Cade  was  welcomed  home  by  big  sisters 
Megan  and  Jordan. 

JULIE  COAKLEY  '95  will  complete  her  master's  of  busi- 
ness administration  degree  in  May  2003  from  Niagara 
University  in  Lewiston,  NY. 

LANA  JOHNSON  '95  and  Geoghegan  Clarke  were  mar- 
ried September  7,  2002  Johnson  practices  general  den- 
tistry in  Hattiesburg  and  Diamondhead,  and  Clarke 
attends  Hinds  Community  College  and  is  employed  by 
Southland  Container  Inc.  as  a  sales  representative. 

BROOKS  LUKE  '95  and  SHANNA  MURRAY  LUKE 
'92,  '95  announce  the  September  3,  2002,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Emily  Grace. 

SABRINA  LANE  RAGUSA  '95  and  her  husband.  Brent, 
announce  the  May  22,  2002,  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Gabnelle  Nicole. 

DR.  CHAD  STANLEY  '95  has  opened  Hattiesburg 
Endodontics,  PLLC  and  specializes  in  root  canal  treatment. 

ADR1ANA  VELEZ  '95  and  CLAYTON  SELLERS  III 

were  mamed  October  19,  2002.  Velez  is  employed  as  a 
registered  occupational  therapist  by  Warm  Springs 
Rehabilitation  Hospital  in  San  Antonio,  and  Sellers  is 
employed  as  a  program  engineer  by  ALCOA-Fujikura  Ltd. 
in  San  Antonio. 


J.T.  TISDALE  '96  and  HEATHER 
TISDALE  '98  announce  the 
December  9,  2002,  birth  of  their 
son,  Thomas  Reese. 

ALICE  DAUGHTRY  '97  and  Sean 
Collier  were  married  September  24, 
2002.  Daughtry  and  Collier  are  mis- 
sionanes  to  college  students  and  ath- 
letes in  Tokyo,  Japan,  through 
Church  Resources  Mimstnes,  a  Los 
Angeles-based  missions  organization. 


jg> 


CHRIS  GIAMETTA 
'97  and  KRISTI 
WALSTEN 
GIAMETTA  '97,  '98 
announce  the 
December  3,  2002, 
birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Kaitlyn  Mane.  (PHOTO) 

SHAWN  DAVID  HAMPTON  '97, 
'01  and  Kathenne  Holliman  wed 
September  7,  2002.  Both  Hampton 
and  Holliman  are  employed  as 
teachers  by  the  Petal  School  District. 

DONNA  CRAVENS  SMITH  '97 

joined  Hancock  Bank  as  a  commu- 
nity business  banker  and  commer- 
cial loan  officer  at  Hancock's  new 
Crossroads  financial  service  center 
in  Gulfport. 

RONNIE  STANLEY  '97,  '99  was 

recently  hired  as  a  speech  instructor 
at  Okaloosa  Walton  Community 
College  in  Niceville,  Fla. 


JULIE  WATKINS  '97  and  Tony  Welborn  were  mamed 
September  21,  2002.  Watkins  is  pursuing  her  master's 
degree  in  counseling  from  Southern  Miss,  and  Welbom 
is  employed  by  Blockbuster  as  an  associate  manager. 

MICHAEL  ALES  '98  is  now  assistant  professor  of  engi- 
neering at  the  U.S.  Merchant  Manne  Academy  in  Kings 
Point,  NY. 

LORI  HILL  GARRETT  '98  and  her  husband,  Joel, 
Garrett  announce  the  June  25,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
William  Joseph. 


ION  MIXON  '98,  '99  and  DEENA 
SMITH  MIXON  '96  announce  the 
September  9,  2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
Micah  Ion.  Golden  Eagle  grandparents 
are  TODD  MIXON  71  and  PAM 
MIXON  (PHOTO) 


EMILY  NOBILE  '98  and  Boyd  Germany  were  married 
November  16,  2002.  The  couple  resides  in  Jackson. 

HEATHER  M.  ABY  '99  has  joined  the  law  firm  of 
Butler,  Snow,  O'Mara,  Stevens  and  Cannada,  PLLC.  Aby 
is  a  member  of  the  firm's  general  litigation  group. 

JERALD  J.  BLACK  '99  and  his  wife,  Tracey  announce 
the  September  2,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Jerald.  In 
January,  Black  began  serving  as  deputy  director  of  public 
affairs  at  Yokota  AB,  Japan. 

BEN  BRIEN  '99  was  recently  promoted  to  senior  associ- 
ate in  the  Home  CPA  Group's  Laurel  office.  Brien,  a 
Mendenhall  native,  provides  audit  and  accounting  serv- 
ices with  a  focus  on  the  health  care  industry. 

GEORGE  HANCOCK  JR.  '99  and  JENNIFER  FISHER 
'01,  '02  wed  September  21,  2002.  Hancock  is  employed 
by  Farm  Bureau  in  Lamar  County,  and  Fisher  is 
employed  by  McArthur  Thames  Slay  and  Dewes  PLLC  in 
Hattiesburg. 

DAVID  HEFLEY  '99  received  a  master's  of  architecture 
degree  from  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  May  and  now 
works  in  Nashville  at  Everton  Oglesby  Askew  Architects. 

DANNY  HOMAN  '99  has  been  promoted  to  senior 
associate  in  Home  CPA  Group's  Hattiesburg  office. 
Homan  provides  audit  and  tax  services  with  an  emphasis 
on  physician  consulting  services. 


SCOTT  LANEHART  '99  and  ANDREA 
LANEHART  '99  announce  the 
September  15,  2002,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Lindsey  Elise.  (PHOTO) 


JAMIE  MALONE  '99  and  Robert 
Wilson  were  married  September  28,  2002.  Malone  is 
pursuing  her  master's  degree  in  education  and  is 
employed  by  Charles  W  Malone  Inc.  Wilson  is 
employed  by  Diamond  Offshore  Drilling  Company. 


MARCUS  NAUSE  '99,  '00  and  APRIL 
EVANS  NAUSE  '01  announce  the 
October  29,  2002,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Kathenne  Davis.  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  are  RICKY  NAUSE  '75 
and  TERRY  NAUSE  '74.  (PHOTO) 


AMY  NEWELL  '99  was  named  special  projects  coordi- 
nator at  the  Specialty  Hospital  in  Mendian.  Newell,  who 
has  been  employed  with  the  hospital  for  eight  years,  was 
previously  serving  as  director  of  patient  services. 

CLAY  RASCO  '99  and  GLENNA  WALKER  02  were 
maimed  October  12,  2002.  Rasco  and  Walker  are 
employed  by  the  Family  Y  in  Hattiesburg. 

CARLA  RIVERS  '99  and  her  husband,  William, 
announce  the  February  18,  2002,  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Grace  Elizabeth.  She  is  welcomed  home  by  siblings 
Carlie  and  Mallone. 

VICTOR  "VJ."  TROLIO  '97  and  ALLISON  COLLINS 
TROLIO  '99  announce  the  August  8,  2002,  birth  of 
their  son,  Victor  Cohen. 
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LYNN  WALTER  '99  and  Tim  Mitchell  were  married 
November  16,  2002.  Walter  is  employed  by  Williams 
Environmental  Services  Inc.  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  as  a 
health  and  safety  officer;  Mitchell  is  an  attorney  with 
Isom  and  Stanko  LLC  in  Anniston,  Ala. 


META  BLANSHARD  '00  was  appointed  by  Sanderson 
Farms  to  be  a  training  manager. 

MELANIE  K.  SEYMOUR  '00  and  Jody  D.  Pittman  were 
married  October  19,  2002.  The  couple  resides  in  Biloxi. 

BRETT  CASSELL  '01  and  Bndgett  Wilkerson  wed 
October  5,  2002.  Cassell  is  employed  as  a  grants  and 
contract  specialist  by  USM,  and  Wilkerson  is  employed 
as  a  certified  massage  therapist  by  Peak  Fitness  in 
Hattiesburg. 

LUKE  GALLASPY  01  and  CASEY  WYATT  were  mar- 
ried October  5,  2002.  Gallaspy  is  employed  as  a  sales 
representative  for  Southern  Windows  and  Doors  in 
Hattiesburg,  and  Wyatt  is  employed  by  the  Cancer 
Center  of  Forrest  General  Hospital  in  Hattiesburg  as  a 
radiation  therapist. 

JOANNA  GRAVES  '01  was  named  public  relations 
director  for  Southern  Eye  Center. 

KIMBERLY  JAY  '01  and  SCOTT  L1NDLEY  were  mar- 
ried September  21,  2002.  Jay  is  employed  as  an  assistant 
manager  by  Super  Wal-Mart  in  Wiggins,  and  Lindley  is 
employed  as  an  assistant  manager  by  Super  Wal-Mart  in 
Petal  and  is  a  captain  in  the  Mississippi  Army  National 
Guard. 

JULIA  JONES  '01  and  Gary  Taylor  wed  October  26, 
2002. 

KAREN  TAIT  '01  and  Matt  Butler  were  married 
October  19,  2002. 

BRIDGET  TAYLOR  '01  and  Russell  Turner  wed 
September  21,  2002.  Taylor  is  employed  by  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  Hospital  in  Chapel  Hill, 
and  Turner  is  employed  by  Arch  Communications  in 
Raleigh,  N.C. 

CELESTE  BISHOP  02  and  GREG  DUKE  '02  were 
married  September  21,  2002. 

ALEXIS  COLBERT  '02  and  Manson  Tarbin  wed 
September  28,  2002. 

This  summer,  ANDREW  J.  JACOBSON  '02  turned  pro 
golfer.  He  works  at  a  golf  course  in  Minnesota  and  plays 
in  tournaments. 

TODD  ELLZEY  '02  and  Anna  Nichols  were  marned 
November  30,  2002. 

JASON  PHILLIPS  '02  and  Noel  Spalding  were  married 
November  9,  2002. 

ADRIENNE  HOWELL  ROSEBERRY  '02  and  her  hus- 
band, Ronnie,  announce  the  September  28,  2002,  birth 
of  their  son,  Trace  Edwin. 

LANCE  SUAREZ  '02  recently  completed  basic  training 
at  Manne  Corps  Recruit  Depot,  Parris  Island,  S.C,  and 
was  meritoriously  promoted  to  his  current  rank. 


Students 


KIMBERLY  EVANS  and  Shane  Stuart  wed  October  12, 
2002.  Evans  is  employed  by  Union  Planters  Bank,  and 
Stuart  is  employed  by  Mac's  Construction. 


BILL  and  AMANDA  BROADHEAD  announce  the 
October  31,  2002,  birth  of  their  son.  Christian  Alex. 


McLELLAHD'S 


R  proud 

support 

er  of  USM, 

striuing  to  bring  the  best 

in  electronics  to 

South  Mississippi,  as 

USM  brings 

the  best  in 

academics 

and  athletics. 

zenith 


High  Definition  TV,  Plasma  TV,  LCD  TV,  LCD  Projectors 
...if  it's  High-Tech,  we've  got  it! 


McLELLAND'S 

www.mclellandtv.com 
302  Broadway  Dr.    Hattiesburg,  MS  39401  601-583-0542 


DR.  ROBERT  J.  ROBBINS,  cardiovascular  surgeon,  is 
leading  a  Federal  Drug  Administration-supported  study, 
Prevent  IV,  to  evaluate  patients  undergoing  coronary 
artery  bypass  graft  procedures  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  extends  sincere  sym- 
pathy to  the  families  of  the  following  alumni  and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not  exceed  40 
words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by  the  editorial  staff  of 
Tlie  Talon.) 

MOLL1E  GRAHAM  PICKERING  '14  died  September 
17,  1994. 

STEPHEN  A.  BRASF1ELD  '29  of  Jackson  died  October 
2,  2002.  Brasfield,  92,  was  a  retired  dean  emeritus  of 
Academic  Affairs  at  Mississippi  University  for  Women. 
He  is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Mary  Alice,  five  grand- 
children and  six  great-grandchildren. 

ELEANOR  PRICE  HALBERT  34  of  Hattiesburg  died 
September  27,  2002.  Halbert  was  a  schoolteacher. 

MARY  E.  ENTREK1N  37  of  Lumberton  died 
September  20,  2002.  Entrekin  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 


MATTYE  B.  GOUDELOCK  37  of  Magee  died 
November  12,  2002.  Goudelock,  88,  was  a  retired 
schoolteacher.  She  is  survived  by  her  son,  sister,  three 
grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren. 

MAMYE  R.  HICKS  OXNER  38  of  Greenville  died 
October  23,  2002.  Oxner,  S6.  taught  in  Greemllle  pub- 
lic schools.  She  is  survived  by  her  luisband.  daughter 
and  grandchildren. 

LOUISE  CARR  GREEN  "40  of  Lucedale  died 
September  2* .  2002.  Green,  93,  was  a  retired  supervisor 
ot  Jackson  Count}-  schools. 

HUGH  M.  LOKEY  '40  of  Columbia  died  September 

9,  2002. 

RUTH  ILADEAN  HERRING  GREEN  '41  died  October 
4,  2002  Green,  82,  worked  for  the  Greene  Countv 
school  system  as  a  home  economics  teacher  and  also 
taught  at  Forrest  County  AHS  She  was  inducted  into  the 
USM  Alumni  Hall  ot  Fame  in  1987  Green  is  sun 
her  brother,  four  children  and  eight  grandchildren. 

EX1E  DEE  SMITH  ROBERTSON  BURRUS  42  ol 
Jefferson  City,  Tenn  .  died  December  12,  2002  Burrus. 
83,  was  a  retired  schoolteacher 

HARMON  A.  FOSTER  '47  ot  Hattiesbure  died 
November  4,  2002  Foster,  80.  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy 
and  was  a  physician.  Foster  is  survived  by  two  daugh- 
ters, two  sisters  and  six  grandchildren. 
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WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  SMITH  '48  of  Valparaiso,  Fla., 
died  November  14,  2002.  Smith  served  as  president  of 
the  M  Club  from  1970-73  and  was  a  member  of  USM's 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame. 

WILLIAM  FOSTER  "SHORTY"  TISDALE  '48  of 

Hattiesburg  died  October  30,  2002. 

GEORGE  K.  THOMPSON  '49  of  Taylorsville  died  April 
1,2002. 

GEORGE  A.  STEVENS  '49  of  Carthage  died  August 
30,  2002.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Ann,  and  son 
Greg. 

MALLIE  GILBERT  EDWARDS  '50  of  Georgetown, 

Texas,  died  September  23,  2002.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Eleanor,  and  sons  Bill  and  Tommy. 

GEORGE  W.  HOLIFIELD  '50  of  Biloxi  died  December 
6,  2002.  Holified,  81,  was  a  retired  training  specialist 
with  civil  service  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base. 

AUDREY  HAMILTON  KIRKPATRICK  '50  of  Collins 
died  November  6,  2002.  She  was  94. 

W.  CARNELL  LOTT  '50  of  Sumrall  died  November  8, 
2002.  Lott,  84,  was  a  retired  principal  with  Biloxi  public 
schools. 

BOYCE  HATHORN  '51  of  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  died 
November  19,  2002.  An  active  USM  alumnus,  Boyce  organ- 
ized and  worked  with  three  alumni  chapters. 

THOMAS  "JOE"  REEVES  '51,  '54  of  Long  Beach  died 
November  18,  2002.  Reeves,  80,  was  a  teacher  and 
administrator  with  Long  Beach  schools. 

PHIL  MUSMECI  '52  of  Houston  died  Apnl  10,  2002. 
Musmeci  played  football  for  Southern  Miss  from  1949-51. 

CHARLENE  SNYDER  '55  of  Waynesville,  N.C.,  died 
September  8,  2002.  Snyder  was  68. 

LATRELLE  "COACH"  WILLIAMS  '57  died  November 
21,2002.  Williams  was  70. 

WILLIAM  H.  FRITH  '59  of  Biloxi  died  September  24, 
2002 

MARY  MCGILVRAY  '59  of  Petal  died  August  11,  2002. 
She  was  a  retired  teacher  and  is  survived  by  her  son, 
George. 

CHARLES  WARREN  TRUSSELLJR.  '61  of  Pine  Level, 
Ala,  died  October  10,  2002. 

ROBBIE  LIGHTSEY  '63  of  Laurel  died  October  7, 
2002.  Lightsey  was  a  retired  schoolteacher.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  Charles,  and  her  two  daughters, 
Debbie  McKinley  and  Sarah  Lightsey. 

CORDELIA  NIMOCKS  '65  of  Hattiesburg  died 
September  8,  2002.  She  was  a  retired  elementary  school- 
teacher. 

CHARLES  CARTWRIGHT  '67  of  Tampa  died 
November  10,  2002. 

RUSSELL  J.  CRIDER  '67  of  Clinton  died  September 
27,  2002. 

TED  SULLIVAN  HANNAH  '67,  formerly  of  Jackson 
and  Forest,  died  October  27,  2002.  Hannah,  58,  was  a 
writer  and  public  relations  manager  with  King  Features. 

JAN  ELIZABETH  BURNS  MORRISON  '67  died 
September  15,  2002.  Morrison  was  a  member  of  Phi  Mu 
while  at  USM. 


ANNIE  LOU  O.  ADDISON  '69  died  October  23, 
2002.  Addison,  88,  was  a  retired  elementary  school- 
teacher in  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.  She  is  survived  by 
her  children,  sister,  brother,  11  grandchildren  and  14 
great-grandchildren. 

CHARLES  E.  KLOBE  '69  died  December  11,  2002. 
Klobe,  57,  was  a  systems  programmer/analyst,  an  avid 
bridge  player  and  golfer,  an  Eagle  Scout,  a  father,  grand- 
father and  friend. 

PEGGY  EDGAR  70  of  Hattiesburg  died  November  16, 
2002.  Edgar,  75,  was  a  public  schoolteacher  for  more 
than  20  years  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  son  and  daughter,  two  grandchildren  and 
three  great-grandchildren. 

BOBBY  GARVIN  72  of  Jacksonville  died  in  November 
of  2002.  Garvin,  62,  was  the  former  president  of 
Mississippi  Delta  Community  College.  Garvin  is  credited 
with  helping  to  further  economic  development  in  the 
Delta. 

CECIL  L.T  GRANT  73  of  Biloxi  died  October  6,  2002. 
Grant,  84,  was  a  World  War  II  veteran  and  volunteered 
in  several  community  organizations,  including  the  Red 
Cross,  United  Way,  Boys  Scouts  and  the  Republican 
Party.  Grant  is  survived  by  his  son,  brother  and  two 
grandchildren. 

LUCY  KATHRYN  LOTT  76,  78  of  Jackson  died 
December  14,  2002.  Lott,  56,  was  assistant  vice  chancel- 
lor for  audit  and  planning  for  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

DR.  BETTY  DAVIS  PRYOR  '83  of  Lexington,  Mass., 
died  September  18,  2002.  Pryor  was  the  former  medical 
director  of  occupational  health  services,  New  York 
Hospital.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  Rex  and 
JU ANITA  DAVIS  70,  and  her  sister,  NANCY 
DESCHAMP  '82. 

GEORGE  M.  "MIKE"  HA1LEY  '85  of  Louisville  died 
November  11,  2002.  Hailey,  52,  was  a  retired  coach  and 
teacher.  He  is  survived  by  his  son,  Ben,  and  his  wife, 
Beth;  parents  George  and  Ceceile;  and  brother  Marc. 

WILLIAM  GENE  YEATMEN  JR.  '86  of  Ridgeland  died 
May  25,  2000. 

JAMES  ARTHUR  '87  of  Brandon  died  August  26,  2002. 
Arthur  was  president  of  Computer  Service  Center  in 
Jackson  and  was  an  avid  outdoorsman.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Tammy,  daughter  Meredith  and  son  William. 

CINDY  JO  LIVINGSTON  '90  of  Pearl  died  December 
10,  2002.  Livingston,  42,  was  the  first  female  sheriff's 
deputy  in  Rankin  County  and  was  also  an  INS  officer  in 
Houston. 

JONATHAN  DRAKE  MILLER  '92  of  New  Orleans 
has  died. 

DR.  ANN  JOHNSON  DONOVAN  '94  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  died  November  5,  2002.  Donovan,  66,  taught 
music,  band,  choir  and  computer  science  in  schools  and 
colleges  in  Georgia,  California,  Utah  and  Mississippi. 

MYRTLE  MILLER  GODMAN,  a  native  of  Copiah 
County,  died  October  12,  2002.  Godman,  97,  taught  in 
schools  in  Silver  Creek,  Edwards  and  Clinton.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  nieces  and  nephews. 

MARY  CONNER  KING  of  Clinton  died  December  12, 
2002.  King,  93,  was  employed  by  the  Jackson  Public 
School  system.  C§V 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly 


urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 


v. 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
■ALUMNI- 


www.southernmissalumni.com 


iderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

lymont  Inn  &  Suites  ■  #  + 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

>urne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

ibot  Lodge  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00.  plus  tax 

;llular  One  •  * 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation/ Free  pager  activation  except  on  new 

local  plan 

Dmfort  Inn  •  # 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

jmfor-t  Suites  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $69,00,  plus  tax 

Dmino's  Pizza  -  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

unhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  nightly  rates 

arfield's  Restaurant  •  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

rand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

averty's  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  merchandise 

awthorn  Suites  •  + 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast 

iL  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

ssslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

ince  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

is  Vegas  Golf  &  Tennis 

10%  discount  (certain  exclusions  apply) 

;gg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/free  portfolio  reviews 

evada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

ak  Grove  Rental  -  * 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

wen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

arris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

sak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

loto  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

ne  Belt  Paint  &  Body  Shop  - ' 

15%  discount  on  all  self-pay  labor 

ne  Belt  Towing  &  Recovery  -  * 

15%  discount  on  all  towing  &  roadside  service/free  towing 

on  collisions 

ne  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

rimerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

ikura  Japanese  Dining  - ' 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase 

ladow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

1 5%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/ not  valid  with  other  dis- 

counts or  promotions 

mmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  ail  items 

gns  First  ■  # 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

onic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  *1  or  »2  Sonic  Burger 

outhern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

outhland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

all  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

he  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

niversity  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  cash  and  carry  only 

an  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

illies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

Hattiesburg  location  only. 

New  additions 

Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 

ese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 
f  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 
membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1.  Danforth  Chapel  was  built  in  1957,  thanks  in  large  part  to  seed 
money  donated  by  the  owners  of  what  nationally  recognized  company? 

The  Danforth  family  of  St.  Louis,  owners  of  Purina  cereal  and  pet  food 
company,  donated  the  $10,000  seed  money  necessary  to  build  the 
chapel.  Matching  funds  of  $25,000  were  raised  primarily  through 
donations  from  faculty,  staff  and  students. 

2.  The  Friendship  Oak,  located  on  the  campus  of  USM  Gulf  Park  in 
Long  Beach,  is  an  impressive  50  feet  in  height  and  five-plus  feet 
in  diameter.  Approximately  how  old  is  the  tree? 

Friendship  Oak  dates  from  approximately  1487  and  will  celebrate  its 
516th  birthday  this  year. 

3.  What  was  the  first  athletic  conference  the  school  joined? 

USM  (then  Mississippi  Southern  College)  joined  the  Southern 
Intercollegiate  Athletic  Association  in  December  1930  and 
remained  in  the  conference  until  1947 

4.  Where  were  the  first  football  games  played? 

The  first  football  team,  which  started  in  1912,  played  its  games  at 
Hattiesburg's  Kamper  Park.  The  park  had  no  seats,  so  spectators 
stood  to  watch  the  games. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SF 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organising  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay- 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  htlp./Avwwaia-insurance.com/ALVSouthemMiss 
or  call  800-922-1245. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisp 

or  call  800-422-4100  ^ 


MBHK 


MBNA' 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  i866l  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 
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The  Dreaded  Dots 


During  home  basketball  games,  fans  are  given  black  and  gold  posters— affectionately  called  the  "Dreaded  Dots"— that  they  wave 
when  the  opposing  team  shoots  free-throws. 


Because  for  one  half  of  the  game,  your  side  of  the 
coliseum  becomes  the  sixth  player.  Because  each  fan 
has  a  particular  way  to  move  the  poster:  circle  eights, 
clockwise  rotations,  zig  zags,  back  and  forth.  Because 


even  if  the  opposing  shooter  is  concentrating  on  his 
shot,  you  know  part  of  him  is  distracted  by  the  dizzy- 
ing sea  of  black  and  gold.  Because  a  missed  free-throw 
is  never  so  rewarding. 
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Like  a  good  neighbor, 
State  Farm  is  there® 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 

228-3884120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601-833-6786 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601-544-6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601-545-1511 

Hattiesburg 

Jason  Wesley 
601-264-1117 

Jackson 

Steve  Weeks 
601-922-7440 

Long  Beach 

Elvis  Gates 

228-864-6323 


Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 

228-863-8535 

Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 

Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 

Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

Picayune 

Ted  Musgrove 
601-798-4425 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 

601-798-4082 


STATE    FARM 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 

Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 
statefarm.com 


SW  Stfrtfe,  lac. 

THE  NAME  YOU  KNOW    ■ 

•    THE  EXPERIENCE  YOU  TRUST 

Sue  Gallaspy 
Broker 


Jim  Gallaspy 
Property  Manager 


"THE  BEST  IN  THEIR  FIEL 


ff 


Nationwide  Referrals 


•  Property  Management 

•  Residential  Sales 

Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 


Rentals 

Commercial  Sales 
Investment 


Y:< 


1-888-584-8184 


3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  2,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 
www.suegallaspy.com  •  email:  suegallaspyametdoor.com  •  Fax:  601-261-9567 
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